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PREFACE. 



The part of the following work comprising the years 
1774, 1775 and 1776 was published in the year 1839, and 
having met with the approbation of those qualified to judge 
of its merits, extracts from Mr. MarshalFs Diary for the 
year 1777, are now added. The extracts which I have 
made for the four following years are suffioient to make a 
second volume of like size, which, I hope, will one day be 
laid before the public. The Diary, so far as it at present 
exists, covers only the eight years from 1774 to 1781, 
inclusive. 

Christopher Marshall, the Diarist, was one of the most 
respectable citizens of Philadelphia. Having accumulated 
a competency as a druggist, he had retired from business 
prior to the commencement of the revolution, and having 
ample leisure, his attachment to the American cause brought 
him forward into various posts of honor and responsibility 
connected with the progress of the revolution. It will be 
seen from the following pages, that he was on friendly and 
confidential terms with many leading men in the Conti- 
nental Congress, and the new Government of Pennsylvania. 



IT PRBFACB. 

Mr. Marshall was cut off from the Society of Friends 
for the active part which he took on the Whig side in the 
contest with the mother country. This will account for 
the severity with which he notices some of the actions of 
the members of that society, who in taking an active part 
on the side of Great Britain, departed, as he thought, as 
much from the doctrine and discipline of the society as 
himself. Full confidence may be placed, however, on all 
that he mentions as coming within his own knowledge, his 
character for truth and honor having come down to us 
unsullied. 

December^ 1849. 
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1774. 

January 9th, Very little news has transpired thif 
week, except va observation on the conduct of the Bos- 
tomans. See Pennsylvania Journal, No. 1623* * * 

ISth, Sundry resolves were passed by our As- 
fiembly respecting the riots in the county of Northumber- 
land; also, some resolutions were laid before the House 
from Maryland. 

20th, This day was published a scheme for a So- 
ciety of Innoculating for the Small Pox. 

March 2Sd, Account of [the] destruction of tea in 
Boston reached London about [the] 20th of January, and 
our tea ship sent back arrived at Dover the 25th same ihontlu 

^pril 2fith, Received by ship Concord, Captain Vo- 
lans, from Bristol, eighty-four pamphlets from my friend* 
George Stonehouse. Great debates in the House of Com- 
mons. See Pennsylvania Journal, No. 1641. 

May 2l8t, This day part of |^the] Standing CommiV 
tee met to consider the resolve of the town of Boston, sent 
here by express, but as they were uncertain what the Pro* 
yinces of Maryland, Virginia, and Carolina would do« they 
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appointed a suitable answer to be wrote back to New Yoik 
and Boston, and at [the] same time wrote to other Pro- 
vinces to know their minds on this alarming occasion, which 
was sent by express, and [they] wait till its retnm. The 
same day arrived the ship Prosperity, Captain M'CuUoch, 
from Belfast in twenty-eight days, with four hundred and 
fifty passengers. 

May * A. A number of the inhabitants,- cotnposed of 
most of the different Societies in this city, met and agreed 
that it would be proper to express their sympathy for their 
brethren at Boston, by suspending all business on that day, 
viz. the first of June. 

June IsL This being the day when the cruel act for 
blocking up the harbour of Boston took effect, many of the 
inhabitants of this city, to express their sympathy and show 
their concern for their suffering breUiren in the common 
cause of liberty, had their shops shut up, their houses kept 
close from hurry and business ; also the ring of bells at 
Christ Church were muffled, and rung a solemn peai at in- 
tervals, from morning till night: the colours of the vessels 
in the harbour were hoisted half-mast high ; the several 
houses of different worship were crowded, where divine ser- 
vice was performed, and particular discourses, suitable to the 
occasion, were preached by F. Allison, Duffield, Sprout, and 
Blair. Sorrow, mixed with indignation, seemed pictured 
in the countenances of the inhabitants, and indeed the whole 
city wore ^e aspect of deep distress, being a melancholy oc^ 
casion. 

4th. This being the birth-day of King George 
ni., scarcely, if any, notice was taken of it in this city, by- 
way of rejoicing: not one of our bells suffered to ring, and 
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bui very few eoloun were shown by the shippiBg in Ibe hsr- 
boar; no, nor not one bonfire kindled. 

Jixne 8/A* This day a petition was presented to J<rfm 
Penn, oar governor, (signed by near nine hundred respeeta- 
ble freeholders in and near this city,) requesting him to call 
the Assembly, in order to consider the proceedings of the 
British Parliament towards America in their proceedings 
against the town of Boston, dtc. ^., to which his Honour 
was pleased to return the following answer, ** Gendemen, 
upon occasions when the peace, <mler, and tranquillity of 
the Province require it, I shdl be ready to convene the As- 
sembly ; but as that does not appear to be the case at pre- 
sent, I cannot think such a step would be expedient or con- 
sistent with my duty." 

. OM. A great number of mechanics met at the 
State House about six o'clock in the evening, in order to con- 
sider an answer to send to the tradesmen of New York, who 
had written to this city respecting what was necessary to be 
done. At this meeting, John Ross, Esq. opened the reasons 
for calling them together, read their letter, &c. ; upon which 
a committee amongst the tradesmen was appointed, who are 
to answer the said letter, and communicate and keep up a 
correspondence with the committee at New York. 

10/A. There was a meeting held at the Philoso- 
phical Hall, and also the day after, consisting of the com- 
mittee and a number of other inhabitants, called in from all 
Societies in town, to advise, consult and deliberate upon the 
propositions that were to be laid before the general meet* 
ing of the inhabitants on the eighteenth instant, near the 
State House, at three o'clock in the afternoon. 

18/A. A very large and respectable meeting of 
the freeholders and freemen of this city and county met in 



Ae State Hooie yard, where Thomas Wiffing^^ and JoW 
Dickinson were chaimen, when they entered into six sp& 
rited resolves, and chose forty-diree persons as committee* 
men to transact th^ afikirs. 

June9Skl. This day twenty-nine of the committee mst 
at the Carpetiten^ Hall, in Chesnnt-street, Thomas Wil- 
Ungin the chair, agreed and appointed three of their mem- 
bers, VIZ. Joseph Reed, John Nixon, and Thomas Wharton 
to wait upon the Speaker of the Assembly, requesting him 
to call the Assembly, and to give them a positive answer 
whether he would or not, before they made their report to 
the Greneral Committee that is to meet oti Monday, the 27th 
inst. They also, at this meeting, appointed a number of 
their members to go to different parts of the city and subnibs 
to crave collections for poor Boston. 

JtJ^ nth. This day arrived at New Castle, the ship 
Minerva, Captain Lindsey, from Newry, with fomr hundred 
and fifty passengers. 

l&th. This day, about four oVlock, P. M. met at 
ihe Carpenters' Hall, in this city, the representatives ap- 
pointed to attend from the several committees of the different 
eountias in this Province, viz. Bucks, Chester, Lancaster, 
York, Cumberland, Berks, Northampton, and Northumbe^ 
land, to confer with the committee chosen by this city and 
county, and also to consult and oonsidier what may be proper 
to propose to our General Assembly that is called by our 
Governor to meet the 18th instant, respecting the critical situa- 
tion of all the American Colonies. There appeared in this 
meeting great unanimity, and a set of resolves [was adopted] 
in general, declaratory of the sense of this Province on the 
present state of British America, and the peculiar sufferiogs 



tt74.3 RSMBimukNofim. ft 

atont bretfaven m Boiion, in oriet to lay before our Asfenn- 
hfy, the IMi. 

Amired this day at ^ew Castle^ the ahip Paaoe 
and IPIenty, Captain McKintey* with four handled paMMI- 
gers, A-om Belfast. 

Jttl^ 2t9f. The delegates from the several coon^ee of 
iMi^ Province have sat every day (First Day excepted) since 
the 15th inst, preparing a set of general resolves declaraloijr 
of tibe sense of this Province on the present state of British 
America, and the peculiar snfierings of onr brethren in Boa- 
ton, and as our Assembly have resolved themselves Into a 
grand committee, and appointed this day at ten oVlock for 
the consideration of the sundry letters from the committees 
of our sister colonies^ they have given leave for ottr Provin* 
clal Committee to attend and hear their debates. 

2!id. The Assembly of this Province, taking 
into considetation the difficulties that have subsisted be* 
tween Great Britain and her colonies, came into the measure 
proposed, that a Congress of Deputies from the several Co* 
lonies be held, as soon as may be convenient, [and] have 
appointed the following, viz., Joseph Galloway, Speaker^ 
Samuel Rhoads, Thomas Mifflin, Charles Humphreys, 
John Morton, George Ross, and Edward Biddle, 

25M. Accounts from New Castle of the arrival 
of the Snow Chariotte, Captain Gafney, from Waterford, 
with one hundred and ten passengers, and the ship Hope, 
Captain McClanahan, from Newry, with two hundred and 
twenty passengers. 

August Ml. HThe ship Renown, Captain Keith, a^• 
rived at New Castle, from Newry, with three hundred and 
fifty passengers; as is also the ship Needham, Captain 
Chevers, at New York, with three hundred passengers. 
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Jiugtut 9th. In the CharledtQii packet, detain Wr^t, 
came passengers, the Hon. Henry Middleton and Edwavd 
Rutledge, Esq's., two of the gentlemen who 9xe nominated 
\o attend the Congress firom the Colony of South Can^ma. 

10/A. Also arriyed, the ship Hannah, Capteio 
Mitchell, from Londonderry, with four hundred passengers^ 
and Captain Jones, from London, with one hundred passen- 
gers, mostly tradesmen. 

22(/. Arrived, hrig Sea Nymph, Captain Moore, 
from Charleston, South Carolina, with whom [came^ pas- 
sengers Thomas Lynch and Christopher Gadsden, two of 
the delegates from that Province. The latter end of this week 
came to town, CoL Nathaniel Fulson and Major John Sul- 
livan, delegates from New Hampshire. 

29th. Came to town, Hon. Thomas Cushing, 
Samuel Adams, Robert Treat Paine, and John Adams, de- 
legates from the Province of Massachusetts Bay, with whom 
came in company, from New York, John Rutledge, delegate 
from South Carolina, who took his pass^e to New York. 
30^. Arrived, the ship Alexander, CaptaiB 
Hunter, with about six hundred passengers, from London- 
derry. 

Slat. ^ Also, this week, arrived the delegates froB 
New York, New Hampshire, Connecticut, {^and] Marylamd, 
with sundry members from the lower counties,* and some 
frpm this Province. 

September ith. The gentlemen that arrived in towi 
as delegates, about fifty-three in number, met at the Car- 
penters' Hall, when Hon. Peyton Randolph was chosea 
chairman, and Charles Thompson, secretary. 

* The three counties now forming the State of Delaware^ 
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September 12/A. The ddegates from North Cardinal 
m«, Joseph Hewes and William Hooper, Eaq's*, arrived lUe 
day, and Richard Caswell, Esq., the other delegate, is hovrly 
expected. This same day and yesterday, the eight com- 
panies of die Royal Regiment of Ireland marched irom 
hence, in two divisions, for Amboy and Elizabethtown, to 
be shipped for Boston. 

. I^th. This same day began the Quakers* Yeariy 
Meeting, and continued from day to day, until the first of 
October, from which meeting, they sent forth an epistle that 
has given great offence to the friends of freedom and liberty 
in America. 

October Ist. Election this day, when G. Gray, Henry 
Pawling, John Dickenson, Joseph Parker, Israel Jacobs^ 
Jonathan Roberts, Michael Hillegas, and Samuel Rhoads^ 
were chosen Representatives for this county. 

3 J. This day Thomas Mifflin and Charles Thomp- 
son were elected Burgesses for this city. 

Uh. Samuel Rhoads was chosen mayor of this 
eity. 

20fA. This day the Assembly of this Province 
gave a grand entertainment unto all the delegates from the 
different Provinces at this time in the city, at what is called 
the New Tavern, in Second-street.* 

November 7th, Notice being given this morning of a 
meeting, to be held this afternoon at the State House, a num- 
ber met, at which it was concluded that a new committee, 
to the number of sixty, should be chosen, to manage public 
affairs for this City, the Southern and Northern Liberties, to 
be chosen by ballot, the 12th inst., and to continue in that 

♦ The building above Walnut-street^ lately known as the Merchants' 
Coffee House. 
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niaAm iOl the meetnig and miting <^ iba next Cfcrngfefla, uid 
two weeks after the said Congreaa bieaka up^ and no 
longer. 

November 14th. This iky the Freehiddors meet piv* 
anant to agreement, at the State House, and choose by bidlatf 
sixty inhabitants for committee men, as was befoie agreed 
npon ; but as the Southern District complained that it was net 
fblly represented, they therefore requested that four of their 
District might be added to the sixty that were chosen, the 
whidi was granted them^ and adso three w^re afterwazds 
adited on the Northern Liberty account. Within the week 
past, some vessels are arrived from Ireland, and one from 
Holland, with a number of passengers. 

Ikcember 4th. Arrived, the ship Jamaica, R. Grah»n, 
from London, withti great quantity of goods, upon whidi, 
the committee was called ; also arrived, the ship ——-*-, 

ffQjgk • ■," with salt and coals. As these arrived after 

&e time specified by the Qeneral Congress, they come und^ 
tie regulation of Article the lOth of the Association. 

6th. The ship Friendship^ Captain Jann, from 
Corit, is arrived at New Castle, with two hundred passengers. 

6M. Arrived, the ship Pennsylvania Paok^ 
Captain Osborne, ft^om Liverpool, in seven weeks, said to 
be fnll of goods ; upon which there was a meeting of the 
merchants to consider what was necessary, and to wait on 
the eommittee with an application in order to hear their rer 
solutions, the which were published in handbills, the ne&t 
day, for their government. 

Bth. In the handbills published yesterday, tbe 
committee recommended to all importers of goods, a pcorussd 
of| and attention to, the 11th Article of the General Con* 
gress, viz., ** That a committee be chosen in every county. 
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city, and town, by those who are qualified to vote for Re- 
presentatives in the Legislature, whose business it shall be, 
attentively to observe the conduct of all persons touching 
this Association, and when it shall be made to appear, to 
the satisfaction of a majority of any such committee, that 
any person within the limits of their appointment has vio« 
lated this Association, that such majority do forthwith cause 
the truth of the case to be published in the Gazette^ to the 
end that all such foes to the rights of British America may 
be publicly known and universally contemned as the ene- 
mies of American liberty, and dienceforth^ we respectively 
will break off all dealings with him or her. 
1*^ -^¥wPiiGfy 30/A. Debates in the Quaker Monthly 
Meeting this day, which held by and with adjournment till 
ten at night, and then adjourned to the second day of next 
month, 

1775. 

Jarmary %d. Which meeting held from six until near 
ten o'clock. The debates ran high respecting their conduct 
in these troublesome times that are expected. In regard 
thereto, their members were enjoined not to concern theni^ 
selves in the public disputes, nor to interrupt any of the 
king's officers in the discharge of their duty, but to pay all 
humble and dutiful obedience unto the king or his ministers' 
mandates, from time to time ; not to join, nor be in liny of 
the city, county, provincial, or general committees, if so, 
whoever offends is to be dealt with as walking contrary to 
their discipline. 

6<A. A remarkable circumstance : — This d4y, 
about three, P. M., a girl, brought up by my wife, named 
PoUy — , about twelve years old, went out to slide 

B 
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^ tut. * * Went to the Manofact6f3r before ten, 
(Stayed till eleven, in company and back with FredendL 
Kuhl, my attending partner each day for one Week ; morn- 
ing at ten^ afternoon^ at three. * * * Janies Cannon edme, 
brought the first and second << Crisis," read them, and stayed 
to suppler* 

^pril 2%d. * * Under the London head, Feb. 7*, k 
is said ** Tlie regiment of light-horse, destined for America, 
are all eqnipping with new accoutrements. On their caps 
is the following motto, vDeath or Glory,' and a death's head 
likewise embroidered;" and it is farther said that "It is 
intebded to put the refractory Colonies under military go- 
vernment, and to grant special charters and privileges to 
those of them who are obedient* This day, March the 7th, 
at noon, the two sheriiSs and the hangman attended at the 
Royal Exchange, in order to bum k periodical paper, called 
' The Crisis, No. 3,' and the pamphlet entitled < The Pre- 
sent Crisis with respect to America.' As soon as the fire 
was lighted before the Exdhange, it was immediately put out, 
and dead dogs and cats thrown at the officers. A fire was 
then made in Cornhill, and the pelting still continued." It 
is farther said, ** There are at this time, between Londdti 
Bridge and Lime House, more than-three hundred vessels, 
with brooms at their mast-heads, as a token that they are 
fbr sale." Feb. 10 — ^it is said ** An eminent Quaker, at Ae 
meetihg of the merchants declared, however lightly and 
contemptuously their petitions were treated, he was fully 
satisfied that the Americans would, to a man, die, if the act 
in his hand, which he held up, was not repealed :" td which 
add, in a paragraph of [a] letter from York, Feb. 13, it 
is said, **A certain celebrated lady amongst the body of 
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Qoakersy waited on the king to address him on the times, 
and after promising her an audience, he abruptly withdrew.'^ 
* * * March 10th, It is said from London, that «* Deputa- 
tions are sent from hence to Boston, to try several persons 
in America," and that " the twelve sail of frigates destined 
for Boston, have stores, and are completely victualled for 
twelve months. The Generals, MacKay, Howe, and 
Clinton, were to embark with the troops, the 12th of 
March. * * 

Jlpril 24th. * * About five this afternoon, arrived an 
express, for the particulars of which see the printed piece 

annexed.* 

25th. * * Went to the manufactory with my 

partner. At four, he and I went to the State House, there 
being a meeting pursuant to public notice^ which, by com- 
putation, amounted to eight thousand, in order to consider 
the measures to be pursued in the present critical affairs of 
Ameri<;a. * * 

26th. * * X second express came this afternoon, 
which see in printed piece annexed.! 

April 21th. * * Another account, being several ex- 
tracts of letters per post, from Boston, of the 19th and 20th, 
giving further account of the behaviour of the troops, and of 
their precipitate retreat unto Charleston. See postscripts to 
Pennsylvania Journal and Gazette, (No. 1690, and No. 
2418.) 

♦ The leaf marked A., an exact copy of the original slip. 

t The leaf marked B., an exact copy of the original slip. The state- 
ment t hit Lord Percy was killed is erroneous. Be ailerwards fell in the 
battle of Brandy wine. 
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PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 24, 1T75. 

An express arrived at Five cl* clock this evenings by which 

we have the following advices : 

WateTtorpriy Wednesday Morning y near 10 of the clock. 

To all friends of American Liberty, be it known, that 
this morning before break of day, a brigade consisting of 
about 1000 or 1200 men landed at Phipps's Farm, at 
Cambridge and marched to Lexington, where they found a 
Company of our Colony Militia in arms, upon whom they 
fired without any provocation, and killed six men and 
wounded four others. By an express from Boston, we 
find another brigade are now upon their march from Boston, 
supposed to be about 1000. The bearer. Trail Bissel, is 
charged to alarm the country quite to Connecticut ; and all 
persons are desired to furnish him with fresh horses, as they 
may be needed. I have spoken with several, who have seen 
the dead and wounded. Pray let the Delegates from this 
Colony to Connecticut see this, they know Col. Forster, 
one of the Delegates. 

J. Palmer, one of the Committee. 

A true Copy from the Original, per ordcF of the Com" 
mittee of Correspondence of Worcester, April, 1775. 

Attested and forwarded by the Committees of Brookline, 
Norwich, New London, Lyme, Saybrook, Killingsworth, 
E. Guilford, Guilford, Brandford, New Haven. 

Fairfield^ Saturday, April 22^ 8 o'clock. 

Since the above was written we have received the fol- 
lowing by a second express. 

Thursday, 3 o^clock, ayierhoon^ A. M. 

Sir, 

I am this moment informed by an express from Wood- 
stock, taken from the mouth of the Express, then two of the 
clock, afternoon — That the contest between the first Brigade 
that -marched to Concord was still continuing this morning 
at the town of Lexington, to which said Brigade had re* 
treated, that another Brigade had, said to be the second men- 
tioned in the letter of this morning, landed with a quantity 



of Artillery at the place where the first did. The Provin- 
cials were determined to prevent the two Brigades from 
joining their strength if possible, and remain in great need 
of succour. 

N. B, The Regulars, when in Concord, burnt the Court 
House, took two pieces of cannon which they rendered 
useless ; and began to take up Concord bridge on which 

Capt. (who with many on both sides were soon 

killed) made an attack upon the king's troops, on which 
they retreated to Le>cington. 

I am, 

Eb. Williams 

To Col. Obadiah Johnson, Canterbury. 

P. S. Mr. McFarlan of Plainfield, Merchant, has just 
returned from Boston, by way of Providence, who conversed 
with an express^ from Lexington, who further informs, that 
4(W)0 of our troops had surrounded the first brigade above 
mentioned, who were on a hill in Lexington, that the action 
continued, and there were about 50 of our men killed, and 
150 of the regulars, as near as they could determine, when 
the express came away : it will be expedient for every man 
to go who is fit and willing. 

The above is a true copy as received per express from 
New Haven, and attested by the. Committee of Correspond- 
ence, fram town to town. Attest 

Jonathan Sturgis 

Job Bartram 

The above was received yesterday at 4 o'clock, by the 
Committee of New York, and forwarded to Philadelphia, by 
Isaac Low, Chairman of the Committee of New York. 



Printed by W. and T. Bradford. 
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[B] 
Philadelphia, ^pril 26, 1775. 

Wednesday^ 1^ c^clock. 

By an Express just arrived^ we have the following. 

Wallingford, Monday morning, April 34, 1773. 
Dear Sir 

/^OL. Woodworth was over in this place yesterday and 

^has ordered 20 men from each company in his regi- 
ment, some of which have already set off, and others go this 
morning. He brings accounts which came to him authenti- 
cated as late as Thursday afternoon. The king's troops 
beuig reinforced a second time and joined as I suppose from 
what I can learn by the party who were intercepted by Col. 
Gardiner, were then encamped on Winterhill, and were 
surrounded by 20,000 of our men who were entrenching. 

Colonel Gardiner's ambush proved fatal to Lord Percy, 
and one other General Officer, who were killed on the spot 

the first fire. To counterbalance this good news, the story 

is, that our first man in command (who he is I know not) is 
also killed. — It seems they have lost many men on both 
sides. — Col. tVoods worth Ijad the account in a letter from 
Hartford. — 

The country beyond here are all gone off, and we expect 
it will be impossible to procure horses for our waggons, as 
they have or will in every place employ their horses them- 
selves. In this place they send an horse for every sixth 
man and are pressing them for that purpose. 1 know of no 
way but you must send immediately a couple of able horses, 
who may overtake us at Hartford possibly, where we must 
return Mr. Noy *s and Meloy's, if iJiey hold out so far. Re- 
member the horses must be had at any rate. I am in great 
haste 

Your entire friend arid humble servant 

James Lockwood. 

P. S. Col. Gardiner took 9 prisoners, and 12 clubbed 
their firelocks and came over to our party.— —Colonel Gar- 
diner's party consisted of 700, and the regulars of 1800 
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instead of 1200, as we heard before.-— They have sent a 
vessel up the Mystic river as far as Temple's Farm, which 
is about half a mile from Winterhill. — These accounts being 
true, all the King's Troops, except 4 or 500, must be en- 
camped on Winterhill. At the instance of the gentlemen of 
Fairfield just departed this copy is taken verbatim from the 
original, to be forwarded to that town. 

Isaac Bears 

The above is copied and authenticated by the several 
Committees throu^ Connecticut, New York, and New 
Jersey 

^% Winter HUlia about two miles from Boston, fFal- 
lingford is fourteen miles from New jUaven, 

■~ ^ ■■■ .1 .1 ■■ I ■■■■■■ ■ , I 11 I ■■ ■■ T ■ ■ ' ■ i.^w 

Printed by W. and T. Bradford. 
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^pril 29th. * * Went and drank coflBe ^t James 
Cannon's. He was not there, being gone to [the^ State 
House Yard ia help consult and regulate the .forming of to 
militia. After coffee, I went back to [the]] Factory by an 
appointment of some of the managers, who had appointed 
to meet ' Gardiner, a committee man of New York, 

with whom we' spent the evening* This day, about noon, 
Jabez Fisher came by persuasion to the Coffee Hoi»e, and 
there declared, in the presence of a great concourse of people, 
that it was Robert Holliday, of Duck Creek, that wrote and 
sent that letter to him, which he had caused to be published 
in the Pennsylvania Ledger, No. 3, and no other person, 
upon which the people, with some reluctancy, let him go ; 
but the overseers of the poor interfered, by obli^g him 
there i6 give security for the maintenance of his two bastard 
children. James and Drinker had bonded a vessel for New- 
foundland, and intended to slip away with her, but a number 
hearings waited on them. At first, they equivocated, but 

p the people being resolute, they delivered up the ship^s 
papers, and hindered her proceeding. That also prevented 
Samuel Shoemaker from loading a vessel to the same place* 
May let. * * This day a number of the associators 
to the militia met in each of the wards of this city, to form 
themselves into suitable companies, and to choose their 
respective officers. * * 

2d, * * Viewed some companies learning the 

^ use of fire-arms. * * * This day, about noon, Thomas 
Loosly, shoemaker, was brought to the Coffee House, and 
there being exalted as a spectacle to a great number of re- 
putable citizens, he there very humbly and submissively 
asked and entreated their pardon and forgiveness for his 
illiberally and wickedly villi fying the measures of Congress, 



ihe CoBUBkteei^ and the people of New Engind, eincerely 
proBu»iii|^ thai Mb futoe eonduci fhould be just, trae, and 
eqpihafalef as sbonld reeonnnend him to the partteolar notioea 
of ail ^koae whom he had so anjufltly, fiakdy, aad wickedly 
vifiMed. On those asaarances and pramiaesy the eoaipany 
dkiefaarged him* 

JlXby M. * * There waa a company of yoaaf men, 
Qnkeis, who this day asked leave of the managna to ieem 
the nlitary ezeidae in the Factory 3rard9 which was granted, 
and tiiey began this einenmg« 

4th. * * This day account came thai Mr. 
HaseodL and Mr» Adams are arrired at New Yoik, on 
their way to iids ctty, to attend the Continei^ Congreas. 
The Quaker eonqpany, Hnmphdes, captain, abont dkirty, 
exercised in the factory yard, and sudi is the spirit and 
abcriiy of them, &at few, if any, of iSbe eompaniee will ^ 
sooner learn the military art and diseij^lnei and make a 
handsomer appearance, nor be more-ready to assert, at the 
lisk of their lives, the freedom of America on Goastitatioiid * 
priacii^les. 

6ih. * * YiMtod two iamUies that have left Boston 
gevemment Uirough the violent (^pressivo meesnres 4ixer^ 
cised over them. * * * This afternoon aorived [the ship 
PeBBsylvania Packet,] Captain Osborne^ from London, in 
whidi came passoager, Br. Benjamin Fnu^kUn, to &e satis* 
Action of his Aiends and the lovers of liber^. ' 

6^ ♦ « j^r dinner, went to the State House 
Ysffd, firom &enee to the commons, seeing the vanous com* ^ 
pameis ex^roise. While standing there, Ma|or John SiulKvaa 
wd John Laniapdon, Esq., two <^ die delegates fifom Jfow 
Hampshire, with my son Benjamin, oame, wfaoi die deto* 
gates, spoke to me very kindly. * * 

o 
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Mayith. * * it's admirable to see the alteration of 
the Tory class in this place, since the account of the engage- 
ment in New England: their language is quite softened, and 
many of them hare so far renounced their former sentiments 
as that they hare taken up arms, and are joined in this asso- 
ciation; nay, even many of the stiff Quakers, and some of 
those who drew up the TestiuKmy, are ashamed of Uieir 
proceedings. It is said that J** P**, who signed that paper, 
and had called the people rebels^ now declares in favour of 
the opposition made to king and parliament. T^e Fri^idi 
held a meeting last Fifth day afternoon, in order to consider 
how to send a supply to the Bostmiians, it being a matter 
&at before they had treated with contempt and ridicule. A 
petition has been presented to the House, praying them to 
grant a sum, not less than Fifty Thousand Pounds, for the 
use of the Province at this critical time, and another petition 
praying them to consider the situation of our City, and re- 
(guesting them to grant leave to stop our navigation, by sink- 
ing some vessels at Red Bank. Both these petitions were 
signed by great numbers, of all the different ranks and sects 
of this city. This was done last week. This day, arrived 
Captain Robison, in [the] ship [Sukey,] from London, in 
six weeks, who brought account that the marines were em- 
barked, and the vessels sailed for Ireland to take the soldiers 
on board. He brought also a copy of the petition of the 
Quakers to his Majesty, and that the printers of the piece 
called the Crisis, were had before the Ministry on account 
of findiiig out the author, who being interrogated and pressed 
hard, declared that one of the writers was the Duke of 
Gloucester. They immecUately discharged them wtthmit 
20)^ farther confession. * ♦ ,;.. 
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Men/ Sth. * * Account ffom New York is that a ge-* 
neral assooiadon was set on foot on the 29th ultimoy and 
s^ed by above one thousand of the principal inhabitants oi 
the City, and it is to be transmitted to all the counties in the 
Province, when they make no doubt but it will be signed by 
ail ranks of people. The purport is, that they will abide by, 
and put into execution, whatever measures mxy be recom- 
m^ided by the Continent Congress, or resolved upon by 
their Provincial Ccmvention. This they engage to perform 
under all the sacred ties of religion, honour, and love to their 
country. (See General Advertiser, No. 185.) We hear 
also from Willismsburgh,* of Governor Dunmore's deliver- 
ing to Captain Collins's party of men, in the night, out of 
the Magazine, twenty barrels of gunpowder, which they 
carried on board the schooner Magdalen. This was highly 
resented by the people, who addressed him on the occasion, 
and requested him to return it ; but instead of his complying, 
the locks were taken off the magazine, and the schooner 
put under the protection of the Fowey, man-of-war, in YoA 
river, and that the Governor had forced himself in the 
pidaoe, Ac * * 

9th. * * This morning, arrived four of the dele^ 
gates from Soudi Carolina, in the brig Charieston Packet, 
Captain Barton, in four days passage, viz., Henry Middleton, 
Christopher Gadsden, John Rutledge, and Edward Rutledge» 
Esq's. Christopher Gadsden came to see me, and dined 
with me. In conversation, he expressed &e great satis&o- 
tion he had received in veading some oi the books he had 
6om me, when he went last home to Carolina from this 
€%, particularly Panl Sigevolk's book, entided '' The Ever- 

* Tliea the eapttal of Ylrginia. 
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UfiliBg Qospel," and ^ose two bo<^, mititled << Tbe Woild 
Unmasked, or ibt PMloaopher Uie Greateat Cbeatv" request- 
ingy tiuut if li should please God that he and I should live ts 
aee peace and harmony once oMNre restcured amoi^ us io 
these partet I woidd promole a ecnrreelkMi <^ the Everiastiof 
Gkwpely and have it, with the iwo dher volumes of tbe 
World Unmasked, fairly and oeatly piinled, unto whi<^ he 
would subsmbe largely, and, upon com{^etiBgihem, I ought 
draw OB him to the amount of SbLty Guineas, which he 
would immedialely pay. This coirv^rsation gave me great 
pleasure. * * * N. B. This day, arrived these sundry 
drtegates, viz., Peyton Randolph, George Wa^uBtgtes, 
Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee^ Edmund Pendtatoif 
Benjamin Harrison, and Richard Bland, Esq's., frcnn Yir*' 
ginia ; Richard Caswell, and Joseph Hewes, Esq's., irom 
North OaroUna ; Samuel Chase, Thomas Jobneon, and 
Johb Hall, Esq's,, ftom Maryland; Caesar Rocfaey and 
Oeoige Read, Esq's., from the oouoties of New Castle, 
Kent, and Sussex, on the Delaware. It is said they were 
met, about six miles from town, by ike of^&^jtB of all the 
companies in the city, and by many other gentlemen, on 
horseback, to the aoiount of five hundred. Withm two miles 
of the city, the company of rifiem^ and infantij, with a 
band d n^usic, met them, and conducted them through tbe 
Qity with ipreat applause. 

Mm ^^^' * * 1^ ^t a>beut one o^cloek, came 
into town these fc^wiog delegates, viz^ John Hanooci(» 
lliosies Cushingt Samuel Xdm^B^ John Adams, and Robert 
Tmat PaioAf Esq's^, ficpm IVfassaohuseU's Bay^ El^balet 
Dyer* Soger Sh^mafty 4md Silas Deane, Esq'a^ for the 
Colony of Connecticut ; (and Thomas Lynch, Soqth CanK 
Una, arrived in the evening*) Delegates from New York« 
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James Duane, Francis Lewist John Jay, 

Pinlip Livingston, [and] J<^ Alsop. . Delegates firom th^ 

Jerseysy [ ] 

May llM. * * This afternoon^ the delegates opened 
the Congress at the State House; b^gan with prayer, in 
which officiated Jacob Duche.* There were also added to 
&em by our Assembly, now sitting, Dr. Benjamin Franklin« 
Thomas Willing, and James Wilson, Esq's. The Congress 
this day elected Peyton Randolph, Esq., President, and 
Charles Thompson, Secretary. 

13^^ * * The Congress are daily sitting, but 
scarcely any thing transpires firom them, saying the deposi- 
lions taken relating to the begmning of the engagement si 
Leadngton and Concord. 

\Atth. * * This morning, set off fr^aa this city^ 
for Burlington, the Captains, Bradford, Pryor, and Melchcwv 
with a number of others, on the report of a deaerter firom 
General Gage's being confined in prison there, i(xt deserticM^ 
iStie which, upon their arrival at Bur^ngton, they found to be 
true. They immediately went to the prison, took him out» 
and brought him to Philadelphia. * * 

15^A. * * This day, arrived the Hon. Samud 
Ward, Elsq., oqc of the delegates from the Colony of Rhode 
Island. Within these two weeks past, sundry families have 
arrived in this city from the territories of Boston, whose re* 
lations of their sufferings and distress there, are very melan- 
chdy and afflicting to hear, and at present no prospect of apy 
relief firom under the hand of unmerited cruelty. A vessel 
this day arrived, which left Cork the 4th of April, says the 

♦ Rector of St. Paul's Church, PhUadelphia— author of the Letters oif 
T. CaBpipiiia. 

o3 
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4ro(^ were iiot«ailDd| hot were takmg^l^eir hones sSboafA^ 
Ac. 

May I'tth. * ♦ In P. Joumsd, No, 1603, is Qa] e&pj 
^Robert H<^iday^8 recantiitioii «id acknowledgment of his 
mifl^eon^hict, the which was aeciepted by their eoBunittee in 
Kent eoan^. In the Evening Post, No. 49^, is f^an]] account 
ef Gknremor Donmore'iB Prodianaatioft, and an aeeouixt of his 
paying for the gunpowder he had eufiered to be taken away^ 
to the amonnt of three hundred and twenty pounds ^telling, 
also the resolves of the conumttee of King Wffiam's connly 
on that oeeasion, with the New York General Committee's 
Oiresla]: Letter to the other Colonks. * * 

I8th, * ^^ Account brott^ of the taking of Fort 
Tieonderoga. See Evening Post, No. 50, for particulars. 

9^th. * * The Congress sitting every day this 
we^ constantly, and the mBitia, light infantry, horse, and 
company fi( artillery, exercising every day, and some of 
tlien twice a day. 

2%d» * '** iThiB day was published, in die Pemn- 
sylvania Packet,, No. t87, the Congress's advice in answer 
to the New York, request^ how they should bdiave in regard 
l9 the troops expected there. In said paper is the Address 
ef the General Committee of Association for the city and 
okmty of New York, to Governor Colden. * * 

a4//*. * ♦ In the last Evemng Post, No. 52, i^ 
it is said. General Gage's circumstantial account of the attadc 
on his Majesty's troops by a number of people of the Mas* 
sadtoett's Bay, April 19^. In said paper is (jan] account, 
via Liverpool^ 30th [of] March, that the whole regiment of 
tight dragoons had, to a man, refused to come over to fight 
against this country. * * * From there lo son Christo* 
pher'8^ stayed and supped with eight of the delegates* 



Abe^maBf analarm was spraad^bjbettof dffiim,ibstottr 
prison was beset by a number of men, in osder to reteoe t«l» 
fdsonera who were under scnience of deaitfi; buftby^ein- 
ierposition of Captnn BradfonPs oompaayy Hmy weie pv^ 
rented, and some of the offenders, it's said, secured. Hew^ 
ever, &m company, with Ibe assistance of , watched 

the prison all night * * 

May 25/A. Yesterday nuHiiing, Pcjrton Randoipk, 
President of the Congress, set t^ for Virgmia, as his pre- 
sence was necessary in their General Asaen^y , ^tti is ciAei 
hj their governor to meet on the first of next June, al WiU 
liamsburgb, of which he is speaker, and ^ Hon. John Han* 
•oek was elected President. For the etymology of the word 
Yankee (alias Yankee Doodle) see Evening Pest, No. 59.^ 
* * * Part of two companies mounting guard at the prison^ 
as I came home, in order to keep watch all night 

27^A. * * After dinner went to the plaee ;t drank 
Balm Tea ; from ihence to a walk on the commons, near 
{[the3 Bettering House^ seeing sundry ccmipanies of miHtie 
esNi^ing, tiQ past seven. 

28M. « « This day, it is said, Mary Harrw, a 
Quaker preadier fridm Wilmington, visited the three Quaker 
Meeting Houses in this city, in a very odd manner, viz., by 
walking through eadi of the preadier*s galleries, then down, 
passed amongst the people backwards and forwards, seem- 
ingly in great affliction and distress, uttering, it's said, wordb 
to this effect — ^ See to your standing, for ihat thus the Lord 
waif about to search and examine his camp," ^. &c., and 

♦ See Appendix (C.) 

t Mr. Marshall's ceantry place, still in the poeeession of the fiunfly^ 
was in Moyamensing, between Broad Street and Irish Tract Lane. 
Balm Tea was probably substituted for the interdicted article. 
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Ihen i$aid, *' iBfaall faavepeace in haying thos discharged and 
done my LoidV errand* So farewelL" 

ilfiiy 81^/; * * For sereral particolani of pnblic !«<• 
markable ocoorrenceSy see this day's Pennsylvanta Jooruil, 
No- 1695. * * 

Jtme laU * * Guards at [the] prison, as has bera 
every night since the 24th of last month, kept by the mi' 
litia. * * 

2(L * * Account came that while Parson Stirh^^ 
was at prayers with Andrew Steward, in the dungeon ci oar 
prison^ the sadd Steward took that opportunity to walk up 
stairs, go out at the several prison doors into the street, and 
without any ceremony, wsdked off with himself, without 
bidding Robinson, the prison keeper, farewell, although he 
was sitting at the front door, on the step, whe^ he passed 
him. * * 

7th* In the evening, arrived ship Prosperity, 
Oaptain MeOulloch, with, it is said, about four hundred 
pa3sengers, from Belfast: from London, ship Sally, in which 
came passenger. Major Skem, as Governor of Tioonderoga 
and Grown Point * * * Game home near eleven; fine 
clear moonlight weather : a sentry at [[the] New Tavern, 
over the above governor. 

Bth^ Gloiidy weati^r, and so continued all day. 
I rose before :five, breakfasted, and went on the comm<»UB 
past seven. Game back past nine: then by ten went agaia 
and staid till past two, viewing the parade of the three ba^ 
taUons [of 3 militia of the Gity andLLiberttes, with the artil- 
lery company, (with two twelve-pounders and four six-pound 
brass field pieces,) a troop of light horse, several companies 
of light infantry, rangers, and riflemen, in the whole, above 
two thousand men, who joined in one brigade, and went 
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tibvoogb Iheir manmd CTBrniiifm, £iiii|8, aad maiMNnrfQi, A«w 
dtc., in the presenee of General Lee, the Ccmtinenlal Coft- 
gmwy and sevoai tiMMfinnd spectaton , then all aoviebed into 
town to the Oc^ke Houae. 

June IfUh. * * For puUie oecnrreBcesy see Pennayl* 
raiia Paei^ No. 190. * * 

20t^. * * Wont to the Factory paat eight; 
stayed till twelve. Just thm-abou^ the three b^laUoBfy 
with the taroop of hone, train of artillery, and thiee eompa* v 
mes of light in&ntry, nmgera, dcc^ marehed by the Factory, 
having been reviewed this morning by Goieral WaehiogtOft 
and the members of the Congress. * * 

^th. * * About eight, Bdgadier General Sol- 
linn eet out firom hence, to join ike Ameiiean armyi ne»r 
Boston : he was oMsorted by the h^t infantry of the three . 
battalions, and by many other officers and gentlemen,^ a few \ 
mflee. * ** An eaqpnss amTtd this day, wi& sundry oo- 
esrrences^ firotti the Boatos camp. For p«rticutefB, eee the 
EmmBg Poett Numb. 67. 

90th. * '^ . This being montUy meeting, it's said 
i** F** took much pains jn endeavourinf to persua^ thf 
amlitora, and they thek aequaintanee, by im> meane to ke^ 
the 20th of next month as a day of j^yer and 6uHing« bitit 
to keep open ehop and honaes. Thk was, in plain termst 
saying, Tcu may frolic as nnieh as you j4ease on thst day* 
but don't, by any meane, suffisr yourselves to be humUei 
OTpmy t}tt that day, because it is appointed by the delegalee 
far that service^ to pray and wonhip God. This he pressed 
them to observe^ that so they mi^t no4 be like what im 
'called the world's people. Here ie another flagrant testi- 
mony to the deday of prijliitive Christianity, viz., *' Pray 



34 lUBSHAIx's [1T39- 

without oeasmgj" — "In the tiine' of trouble, call up<ni me.'* 

JWy 1^^ * * yij SOB Christoi^er smit me a present 
of a small keg of pickled oysters, and requested my comii^ 
to sup at his house this evening, the which I com^died with, 
and spent the evening in innocent, cheerful conversation with 
John Adams, Thomas Cushing, Samuel Adams,^ and Robert 
Treat Paine, delegates from Boston. * * 

2d * * Afternoon, two o'clock, an alarm i3j|[Nread 
of a man of war, full of tit)ops, seen at Bambay Hooki 
coming up. This alarmed the City, but it proved to be a 
false report. * * 

Itk. * * To Grace Hastings' ; stayed there till 
church was done, there being a sermon preached at CObirist 
y Church to the First Battalion of the City Militia^ by Jaeob 
Dttche. 

9/A. * * It is said that some day last week^ there 
was a meeting of the Quakers in this city, wherein it was 
agreed that a collection should be set afoot in that society, 
for ^e relief of the necessitous of all religious denominations 
in New England who are reduced to losses and distresses 
in this time of public calamity, to b^ distributed among th^n 
t^ a committee of their bre^iren in New England, md to 
this, it is said, they recommended to their brethren in their 
several meetings in New Jersey, to subscribe for [th<^3 said 
purpose. In the evening came Colonel Dyer, [ISilas] Deane, 
and [John] Jay, three of the delegates, ^. * * who all stayed 
and supped, and spent the evening v^y agreeably^ tfll near 
ten o'clock, it being a fine serene night. 

• * The name of John Adams is here repeated in the original. I hate 
•ubstitated Sarauel, wluch was doubtless meant. 
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Jvhf \Ath.* * The many and yarious accounts of tli6 
slain at Bunker's Hill reconciled, by an account of the letum 
made to General Washington on the fourth instant— of the 
Provincials, viz., one hundred and Uiirty-eight killed, three 
hundred and one wounded, and seven missing, and &e best 
account he had received of the regulars was, that eight hun- 
dred were killed, and seven hundred wounded. See Even- 
ing Post, No. 74, and J. Humphrey's Ledger, No. 25. * * 

16M. * *' After two, Chailes^ and his wife, and 
dau^ter Betsey, came in the chair; just stopped and bid 
us farewell. They were going to Bristol, to try the water, 
on account of son Charles's health.* * * * After they 
were gone, Samuel and John Adams, two of the delegates, 
came ; stayed some time. 

17^A. * * Stayed at home till near six ; took a 
walk to the College yard, to see the Dutch butcher ask / 
pardon of one of the companies for speaking disrespectfully ^ 
of tiieir proceedings.t * * 

* The mineral waters at Bath, near Bristol, Bucks County, Pennr 
sylvania, did not go out of vogue until within about twenty years. 

t The following notiee ttam the Comimttee c^SaliBtyy w«s puhUslisd 
about this time : 

Committee Oumhert PhUadeiphiaf July X7, 1775. 
The Comouttee of Salisty do hereby recommend it to the good w<Hnea 
of this City and Province, that they voluntarily supply the Surgeons or 
Doctors who have usually attended their respective famiQes, with as much 
scraped Hnt and old linen for bandage, as they can conveniently ftimish, 
dtat the same may be ready for the service (^those that shall happoi to be 
wounded in the defence of theb country. 

Signed by order of the Committee, 

William Qovbtt, Clerk^ C. S, 



Jyig 9(M. * * l^a being the memorable day in 
whidi «a tuijvet and emtl mi&istry took away aE our Bet 
tHHEle) aateae their m^ieralemalioecoiild mack; themoiBf 
mg was pteaeaat; fine saashiBe^ yet oool and i^preeaUe 
weather, although a m^anoholy appearanoe presetted, as all 
the houses and shops m our neighboihood were shnt, and to 
a|^pearaaee move still than a First Day prodoced, as liieie 
was no tiding i^»oad visitmg, as is generally on First Day. 
« « « Most families i^lended divine worship in the different 
chords and meeting houses oi this ci^^ I went to Chrift 
Ghurelu where an exoelleht serm^ was preached oa thB 
ooeasion, from Pslam f unto a laxge ^ad crowed audi- 
tory, amongst whom were, I presume^ all the delegates. It 
was an awful meetmg, as numbers of wet eyes demonstrated 
iheir attention. * * * This afbmoon^ Robert Taylor 
eaMed at my house, who said there was nigh two hundred 
of tlieir militia came up this morning ^m their parts to 
church, in their uniforms, as he was. He is a lieutenant. 

22d. * * My wife and I took a walk to the 
place, and, awhile afler, came there, Christopher Gadsden, 
[Roger] Sherman, and Colonel Dyer, three of the delegates* 
ttid my son Clurislopher. Soon after came Dr. Bsowa, 
Dr. , (who was just come from Watertown^ to get a 
thorough insight into making saltpetre. He was sent by the 
Provincial Congress,) and James .Cannon, who all stayed 
and drank coffee, &c. * * 

24th. * * Accounts are that on the eighth in- 
stant, two hmdred volunteers, irom the Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts forces, had burnt and destroyed the regulwi' 
guard-house, [and] brought off two muskets and accoutre- 
ments, with one halbert : this done without [the] loss of 
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one of our men* This was an advanced post, and gave the 
r^fulars an opportunity of dkeovering our (Operations at 
Boxbury. On. the (eleventh instant, a party of men from the 
Roxbury Gamp went to Long Island, in Bostcm harixHiri 
and brought off fifteen of the r^^ulars prisoners, between 
twenty and thirty homed cattle, and about one hundred sheep* 
The prisoners were sent from the head-quarters yesterday, 
to Concord. The same account says that General Grage's 
tEO<^s are much dispirited; that they aro very sickly, and 
are heartily disposed to leave off dancing any more to the 
tone of Yankee Doodle, and that General Gage had sent 
many reputable housekeepers in Boston, to prison, for re- 
fusing to work days' work on board the men of war, and the 
fortifications. ^ * 

Juhf %Mk. * * Account was brought last night, diat 
a vessel from Hispaniola had brought and landed, for our 
use, seven tons of gunpowder, being about one hundred 
and thirty casks; put under the care of the Gommitte of 
Safety. * * 

26^A. * * It's said that a person was sent to prison 
this forenoon, for attempting to spike the guns in the State 
House Yard. Account is arrived from Georgia that tfee peo- 
ple there, hearing of a parcel of gunpowder's being on board 
a ship just arrived from London, went, landed and secured 
it for their own use. It's said that it amounted to thirteen 
thousand pounds, and that the Georgians have appointed dele- 
gates to attend the Gontinental Gongress, and [who] are 
da^y expected. A gentleman who got off [from] Boston, 
July 10th, says that the inhabitants were numbered, and 
amounted to six Uiousand five hundred and seventy-three-^ 
thensoldiers, women, and children, to thirteen thousand six 
hundred. Three hundred Tories are chosen to patrol the 

n 
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streets, forty-nine of a night. Very sickly^ from ten to 
ftirty funerals a day, bnt no bells allowed to tofl. For 
fiiriher occurrences, and' names of the officers IdUed and 
wounded, see Pennsylvania Journal, No. 1703. * * 

Jvh/ 27th. This day, was launched, up town, a [gon- 
dola,3 as another of [the] same construction, was launched 
last week, down town, each of them to row with •^— - oanr, 
to carry — , cannon, — , men, and small arms. * ♦ 

29th. * • This we^, by accounts, we have re- 
ceived here, under safe custody, fifteen tons of gunpowder, 
and the same quantity [is] hourly expected, as also a parcel 
of small arms. Account is received of the Lexington affiur's 
[having been heard of in England] by the return of Captain 
Darby, who carried it to England in twenty-seven da3r8. 
See Pennsylvania Ledger, No. 28. * ,* *' In this even- 
kig^s Post is the character of General Putoam, with some 
material occurrences. See No. 81., 

SOth. *'* Yesterday morning, set out firom this 
town to the eastward, six wagons, each carrying one ton <^ 
gunpowder, escorted by twenty-four of the light infantry, 
and some rifiemen of the first battalion as far as Trenton, 
then the escort was to be changed by some others at Tiren- 
ton, and so proceed. This morning, it's said a pilot boat 
eame up to town, loaded with gunpowder. 

August Bd. * * Yesterday, several of our delegates 
went out of town, by virtue of their adjournment to the fifth 
of next month. * * 

4ih. * * Accounts from Boston are of the ^s- 
tress of the inhabitants there, beef being at Is. 4d. per lb., 
batter !»., and so in proportion; that the Provincials had 
burnt the Light House at the entranee of Boston lutibonr, 
pvilled up the piles that were for marks for the shipping, &c., 
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\m% they first took away aU the furniture, fifty weight of 
powder, and several casks of oil ; that eight trransports weve 
arriyed with ahout sixteen hundred men ; exceedingly sickly 
in the town, so that every soldier that now arrives seems to 
add to their distress. From Virginia, that Lord Dunmore 
had seized a ship, and JS900 out of one of the custom 
houses, for his own use ; that thereupon the people had 
seized all the money in the other custom houses (amounting 
to about JS1674 148.) and treasury, and that the Provincial 
Convention had stopped all exports (except tobacco) from 
the 5th inst. With us, Michael Hillegas and George 
Clymer, of this City, are appointed Treasurers, and Dr. 
Franklin^ Post Master General of the United Colonies of 
North America. These appointments are by the Hon. 
Continental Congress. * * * Called as I came home at 
Stephen Collins', whose wife had just received a letter from 
her husband, but no material news except the extremities of 
the people in Boston, and of four deserters who had just 
come over them, and the arrival of one hundred and six of 
our riflemen. * * 

Augmt 6th. * * Accounts by the Constitutional 
Post yesterday are, that about 3060, being parts of nine re- 
giments, were arrived at Boston, and that, by appearances, 
General Burgoyne is in a deep settled melancholy, walks 
the streets frequently with his arms folded across his breast 
and talking to himself, and that General Gage is often out of 
his head, and that he and Admiral Greaves had publicly 
^uarrcdled, so that he t(dd Gage it was a cowardly action to 
bum Chaiiestown. * * 

O^A. * * Yesterday was published [a] copy of [the 
Address of] the Delegates of the United twelve American 
Colonies to the pe<^le oC Ireland, dated July 2Sihf ITJ^ 
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signed by John Hancock, Pi«sident. There is also a ni- 
mour now propagated, that General Gage has resigned th^ 
command of the troops to General Howe, and that d85O,009 
sterling is remitted, in specie, to Boston, to pay and increase 
the wages of the soldiery, and that orders are [sent] ie the 
Governor of Canada to attack our frontiers. 

August 9th. * * From Richmondr in Virginia, we heat 
that the convention sitting there has prohibited the exporta- 
tion of grain and provisions of all kinds, after the fifth of 
this month, and [have resolved] to embody three thousand 
men, exclusive of officers, and three troops of horse, to be 
stationed in Uie lower end of the Colony, and that between 
four and five hundred men are to be raised and quartered at 
the different forts on the frontiers, &;c., and that sixty young 
gentlemen are to be sent from that colony to serve as cadets 
in the army at Boston, &e. For sundry material occur- 
rences, see Pennsylvania Journal^ Numb. 1705.* * * 

* The foHowiHg advertisement was publi^hett at this time r 

To the Spinners in this City and County. 

Your flervices are now wanted to promote the American Manafactory 
at the eorner of Market and N'mth Streets, where cotton^ wool, flax, &c^ 
ave delivered out. Strangers who apply «m desired to bring a few lines 
from some respectable person in this neighborhood. 

One dbtingdishing characteristic of an excellent woman, as given hj 
the wisest of men is, that **She seeketh wool and flax and worketh wit- 
tingly with her hands. She hijcth her handb to the spiikdie, ttnd- her 
hand holdeth the distaff.'* 

Ill this time of publio diitiess^ yoa have now,, each of you^ an oppoN 
tunity not only to help to sustain your families, but likewise to oast, your 
mite into the treasury of the public good. The most feeble efl^rt to help 
to save the state from ruin,, when it b all yon can do, is as the widow's 
Inite entitled to the same reward as they who, of their abundant abHitleii^ 
havecast in muoh. 
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jSuguat nth. * * Abootfonr, the Constitiitioiul Post 
arrived; also, about six, an express arrived frooi the camp, 
with sundry advices, among which were that the regobirs 
were attempting to repair the light house that was burnt 
down, upon notice of which. Major 'fucker was sent to 
command Aree hundred men, who landed under a severe 
heavy fire, and then attacked them, killed the commanding 
officer, with ten or twelve of the others, on the spot, and 
took the remainder, about thirty-five in number, prisoners^ 
and ten tory carpenters [and] deraofished all theb work. 
While he waited for the tide to carry them off, a large nnm* 
ber of boats from the men-of-war came up to reinforce the 
regulars, on which ensued a smart firing. Our troops, how* 
ever, got safe back with their prisoners, with the loss ct 
one man killed and two or three wounded ; that the riflemen 
at the camp had picked off ten men in one day, three of 
whom were field officers ; that of six sail of transports sent 
to the eastward of Casco Bay, for forage, with one man-of- 
war, while the parties of them were ashore in the country^ 
a number of the inhabitants possessed themselves of five of 
the transports by making all aboard prisoners, to the amouAi 
of near four hundred soldiers and seamen, and secured the 
ships out of the reach of the man of war. * * 

I2th. Last night, arrived the Georgia Packett fipom 
Georgia, in which came passengers the Hon. John Houstont 
Archibald Bollock, and Dr. Zubly,"^ delegates appointed to 
represent that colony in the Continental Congress. * * ^ 
To the Coffee House to see Major French, Ensign t 

inil , who were come from Dublin in the ship — — ^ 

♦ A dergyman, native of Switxeriand. 
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Captain , with — ^ mdls of dotkes fimr tbe 

Regiment, which onr people secured. * * 

August \%th. * * For sundry particular and ma 
t^ial pieces of new8» both forei^ and domestic^ with the 
Congress' Petition to the King, see Pennsylvania Journal, 
No. 1706. * * * Past five^ took a walk to the State 
House, election being hdd there ibr one hundred men for 
City, Southern and Northern Liberties. * * 

nth, * * Accounts from Boston are, Ihat the 
transports were retiumed and brought with them from Fish- 
er's and Gardiner's Islands, two thousand one hundred sheep, 
about one hundred head of cattle, seven tons of hay, [a] 
parcel of hogs, one thousand pounds e£ eheese, &c. O, 
shame on the tory p^y ! 

IBth. '*^ * Past seven, to meet [the] Committee 
in the Philosophical Society's Room, where this evening 
were met forty-nine members, who proceeded to [the] choice 
of chairmen^ when Joseph Reed, George Clymer,. Thomas 
McKean, and Samuel Meredith nveve appointed to that ser* 
vice, Jonathan B. Smith, Secretary, Robert Strettle Jones 
and Peter Loyd, Assistants to him.- Agreed that the stated 
weekly meeting be held on Tuesday evening, at seven 
o'clock, at this Philosophical Society Room, while conve- 
nient ; that all the members who are not present when the 
roll is called over, being twenty minutes after the time ap- 
pointed, pay sixpence, and if abseiU all the evening, one 
shilling ; and if any member met leave the company before 
business is over, without leave of the chairman, such are to 
pay five shillings ; that in all future debates, no person be 
Buffered to give his sentiments on any particular but what is 
concluded in speaking twice on the same subject. ^ * 
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Jhigmt UHh. * * There is account from Boston that 
General Gage has demolished Castle William and sent all 
his family to England, and that the whole of the army would 
evacuate Boston soon, but it was thought his rage would 
carry him so far as to destroy it first ; that (bur captains of 
lhe regulars had resigned their commissions to General 
Grage, being ashamed of such base and cru^ proceedings^ 
and that several officers were gone for England^ that the 
Provincials had takea a number of prisoners on board several 
veoB^ that diey had taken ; that several of our companies 
of riflemen were arrived at the camp, and, by the computa* 
lion, there are twenty-five hundred of Gage's men killed 
and died since the Battle of Bunker's Hill, &c. * * * To 
the Committee, as there was a special meeting appointed to 
rec^ve an answer from the Committee of Safety, respecting 
the soldiers' dothing that was imported in Blair McClena* 
gan's ship from Dublin, in which, their answer, they as- 
sumed it was their province to detain [them] and had them 
now in their possession until the meeting of Congress to 
dispose of 4hem, as they, the Congress, thought proper, 
upon which a Committee was appointed to go and examine 
the said packages, to see that there was no other kind of 
goods, and report next Third Day meeting. Complaint was 
made by G. Schlosser of his having stopped a piece of linen 
of a pedler,* who thereupon applied to [Isaac] Hunt, the 
lawyer, who issued out a summons against him for the said 

♦ On the 27th of September, 1774, the Congress vnamBBonsfy re- 
atAved that ftom and after the Fkst of December, 1774, there should be 
no importations from Great Britain or Ireland of any goods, wares, <w; 
merchandise, and that they should not be uaed or purchased^ if imported 
after that day. 



44 Mabibaix^s [itllL 

piece, upon which a motion was made to send for the said 
Hunt, who after $rst notice refused, upon which a line from 
ihe chairman brought him. He owned the doing of it, but 
insisted it was according to the rule oi his profession, and 
could see no injury he had done. A good deal was said to 
him upon the imprudence of such proceedings, upon which 
he requested time to consult his client, and then he would 
give the Committee his answer whether he would proceed 
in canying on the suit against G. Sohlosser, or withdraw 
and discontinue the action, at the next meeting, which was 
granted him. * * 

Jlugust 2l8t, * * Took a walk down town to see 
Benj. Betterton, who, last Sevenlh Day, in a joidal humour, 
jumped over a man's shoulders, but on taking the ground, 
a small stone, it's said, was there, which turned his leg so 
that he broke it about the small. When I thus visited him, 
he lay in great pain, but pretty much composed and [[with] 
but little fever. * * 

22(/. * * At seven I went to meet the Commit- 
tee ; came home past ten, sundry debates detaining till that 
time. The one respecting Blair McClenagan's ship is re-* 
flerred to the determination of the Congress, as we could not 
overrule their resolve of June ; the other respecting 

[Isaac] Hunt, who would give no positive answer whether 
he would prosecute the suit against George Schlosser or noy 
but requested to have the minutes of this meeting in writing, 
with leave to give his answer in writing, the which was 
looked upon to be only evasive, so it was determined, n€- 
mine contradieentef that his answer was not to satisfac- 
tion. * * 

24/A. * * Called by the way at the Coffee 
House, advice being brought that the man-of-war below had 
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seized Captain Mifflin's snoW) fttmi , detained her, 

and had confined both captain and mate. He seemed to be 
insolent, his mild behavioar, so much before applauded, was 
now 231 absorbed in ill-will and rancour; he expressed him- 
self in conversation, if s said, respecting our Committee of 
Safety far from politeness, but in low, obscene language, 
and closed it with thk speech as a specimen, ^' That he did 

not value all their gondolas or Committee of Safety a ;" 

so much to shew the mild, complaisant gentleman ; « « * 
I went to the Manufactory where we made a boards but 
before business, Thomas Tillbury spoke and behaved him-* 
self very wrathful and rude in his expressions, because it had 
been urged by some of the managers, that none of us, while 
in that station, should engage and set up a manufactory for 
themselves, but if they had concluded so to do, they should 
have informed the other managers and declined acting as 
manager in this, from that time. This was the cause of his 
rancour and ill-'WilU which, at last I found, was chiefSLy le- 
velled at me, because I had insisted on the impropriety of 
serving two masters, self and this manufactory, ice. ice. 
Came home past nine, T. Tillbury going away very wrath* 
ful before eight. 

August 25th. ♦ * Paid Crugillus Yanzening 48*. for 
hauling twenty-four cordB of wood ; paid /onat. Malsbary for 
twenty-four cords c^wood, at i28. 9e/., 2nd eordtng £15 I0s» 
Paid Robert Temkins 51 8. Sd. for three cords of wood, at 
ll9« 6d.t eording and hauling, &o. &;c. Paid for carrying 
»id piling the said wood, with rum, ^c. &^o. &c., 40«. * "f 
t6ih. * * Xi 6ve, I went to the Coffoe House, 
b^g called there to meet the sub-comraittee on aeoount of 
Isaac Hunt's case, and, after some oonferenee» agreed to 
m^t at $aid place next Second Day mommg^ at nine o'clodu 
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** * * F^r sev«nd material pieces of news respectiag 
Gloucester at Cape Ann, aod the Asia man-of-war's firing 
on New York, see Evening Post, Numb. 93, ^. 

Jhigust 2Bth. * * At nine, I went to [the] Coffee 
House, met the Committee respecting Isaac Hunt; went 
away at eleven. * * * After dinner went with WiUiaot 
Rush to Kensington, to see the gondola launched. * * 

29th, * * Past eleven, went to [the] Committee 
Room at [the] Coffee House, in order to enquire, with my 
other brethren, into the conduct of Captain Clay, who had 
brought in with him two officers as passengers, of whom he 
had made no report to the Committee, before they were gone 
from this city to New York. Upon hearing what he had to 
offer, and finding things not clear in his favour, it was re- 
ferred over to the weekly meeting this evening. * * * At 
near seven, went to the Committee Room; stayed there till 
past ten. * * 

September Ut. * * Wagons loaded with flour dsui 
flaxseed almost constantly passing for this week past, in 
order to ship off. * * 

Qth. * * For sundry public occurrences^ respect- 
ing damage by [the] storm last week, and other pieces of 
news, see Pennsylvania Journal, Numb. 1708. Between 
eleven and twelve this forenoon, about thirty of our asso^ 
ciatots waited upon and conducted Isaac Hunt from hi$ 
dwelling to the Coffee House, where having placed him itt 
a cart, he very politely acknowledged he had said and a<^e4 
wrong, for which he asked pardon of the public and com- 
mitted himself under the protection of the associators, to de« 
fend him from any gvoss insults from the populaee. ThiSy 
his behaviour, they approved him, and conducted him ia 
that situatiMi, wi^ dmin beating, through the principal 
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Streets, he acknowledging his mi^condnct in divers places. 
Bnt as they were coming down town, stopping at the cor^ 
ner where Dr. Kearsley lives, to make his declaration, it's 
said the Dr. threw open his window, snapped a pistol twice 
amongst the crowd, upon which they seized him, took his 
I»stol, with another in his pocket from him, both of which 
were loaded with swan shot* In the scuffle, he got wounded 
in the hand. They then took Hunt out of the cart, c6n* 
ducted him safe home, put Kearsley in, brought him to 
{]the3 Coffee House, where persuasions were used to cause 
him to make concessions, but to no effect. They then, 
with ^brum beating, paraded the streets round the town, 
dien tock him back to his house and lef^ him there, bnt as 
the mob were prevented by the associators, who guarded 
him, from tarring and feathering, yet after the associators 
were gone, they then broke the windows and abused the 
house, &c. * * 

September 9th. * * Past eleven went to the Committee at 
[the] Coffee House ; stayed till one. It appeared diere in 
conversation, that Samuel Rhoads, mayor, had on the sixth 
instant, called upon Major Bayard and Captain , to 

order out their battalion, in order to disperse the people as- 
seitibled at the Coffee House on the said day,* ^« &c. 

9th. * * This being the day appointed by the 
Ccmgress for the shipping to depart this port, it's been a 
busy time with many of the merchants to complete their 
loading, but with their steady application and industry, ^ey 
haVe complied with it, and it's computed that about forty 
sail went down wilh this evening's ebb. 

l^h. After my wife came fVom Market (she went 
past 5,) she ordered her girl, Poll, to carry the bausket with 

♦ Sec entry of October 3d. 
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some necessaries to the pltce, as she was coming after hfii^ 
they intending to iron the clothes* PoU accordingly went, 
set down the hasket, came back, went and dressed herself 
all clean, short calico gown, &c., said she was going to 
school, but presently after, the negro woman, Dinah, came 
to look for her, her mistress hairing mistrusted she had a 
mind to play truant. This was about jiine ; but madam took 
her walk, but where, she is not come back to tell. 

September 16th* I arose before six, as I was much 
concerned to see my wife so afflicted on the bad conduct, as 
before, of her giri. Poll, who is not yet returned, but k 
skulking and running about town. This, I understand, was 
the practice of her mother, who, for many years before h€r 
death, was a conistoit plague to my wife, [and] who left her 
this girl as a legacy, and who, by report, as well as by my 
own knowledge for almost three years, has been always so, 
down to this time. * * * About eight, word was brought 
Uiat Poll was just taken by sister Lynn, near the market, 
and brought to their house. A messenger was immediately 
despatched for [her,] as she could, not be found befcHce, 
although a number of times they had been hunting l^r. 
Brought home, I suppose^ about ten. * * 

IBth. * * As I went down town, called at [the] 
Gofl^ House, an express being arrived fiom Ticonderoga. 
* * '*' Thence to my sons', and spent some time with 
Samuel and John Adams ; from there, I called at Chnstq- 
pher Gadsden's lodgings, spent some little time with him ; 
from there to the place and drank balm tea with my wife. 
Came home about dark, and spent the evening there. *■ * 

I9th. ^ * Some of our militia, in number , 
with — — wagons, money, and coarse clothing, set out for 
the camp, near Boston, commanded by Major Cooks and 
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Oapt. Cowperthwdte. * * * At two, I went to [the] manufac- 
tory by invitadon, to consult with some of the managers re* 
specfing the employment of three, (it's said) complete spm- 
ners on ^e machine and cotton weavers, &c. &c. * * 

September 2(Hh. * * Past three went to tibe place^ 
where Samuel Adams, Governor Ward, John Adams and 
Ohristopher Gadsden and son came, drank coffee, and spent 
the afternoon in free conversation. * * 

2l8t. * * Went to the manufactory, where was 
a full board of managers. Business went on with temper and 
good humour, sas Mr. Tillbury was absent * * 

25^A. * * Past ten, went to meet [the] sulMsom- 
mittee at [the] Coffee House, where fifteen of the vendue 
masters attended, and were qudified agreeably to the resolve 
made by [the] Committee. * * 

%7th. * * Past eleven^ went to [the] Committee 
Hoom, at [the] Coffee House; rfrom there, went with last 
n^t^s resolves to the Congress at the State House, in 
company with John Benezet. * * 

2Sth, * * About one, went down to [the] wharf 
to 606 the gcmddas sail by, the delegates being aboard, with 
a great number of others. Two of them, about Masters' 
wharf, each carried away a mast. * * 

Qctober Ut. * * From New York, of Sept- 28th, 
** There is a report in town that two thousand Canadians 
have posted themselves between St. John's and Montreal, 
to cut off the communication between the town and Carlton's 
garrison." * * 

3d. * * After breakfast, wept to [the] State 
House. Election began past ten» * * 

3d. * * , Yesterday were chosen the following 
persons^ Representatives for this county^ Joseph Parker, 



G^ige Gray, 3107 ; Thonm Potts, 3103,; Samuel MMls, 
39^8 ; Rob^tMqi^, 1S82. ; Jonathan RobeaFt(H 1700. Sb^ 
riffs, William Dewees, 2985 ; Jphn Qull, IQOtS. CorioaeiPt 
Robert Jj^well^ 2213 ; WiHiam Moulder, 1602. Past three, 
I i^eni tp [th^] Btatfi Hou|ie> Election for tw9 burges8Q« 
then-abquf was begUQ. I stayed th^re til] near five* * ^t * 
N. B. Samuel Powell was elected Mayor t^is day in tbe 
ropm of Safnuel BJipads^ 

O^pber Ufi. Yesterday were elected^Bfiifqsses for tiUi 
City, Benjamm FwiWin, 775 votes; ThomaiB Mifflin, 724 
virtpa, * * * llhis, afternoon, Benjamm Franklin, Thomas 
I^ch ai^ Benj^^in Harrison, three of the delegates, sel 
09t for B(i$.toii| being appointed to the ser?ipe of consulting 
and advising with the gentlemen in the Provincial army. * ^ 
leWt day arpyied. Ship Aurora, Cq>t. Reed, from London, 
afr^did the fiWp Qlementinft, €apt. Brown, from Scotland, 
and Ship Ei{^ of Prussia, C^pt, Potts, from Botterdam« 
TTie two last wMi passengers. 

9^A. * * About six, was called to [Ithe] Com- 
mi^Sfimki wbire were twenty*nine membeffs, some of 
WtKHn.by information had been* down to Chester afier soi^ieb 
letters which they were informed were goiiif to/Englatadt 
iu^ tbe pof session of Christopher Carter, who^^ had been part- 
n«f. With — :rT„ Spikeman, in Market. Sti«et^ which said 
P#r«m iheyjfound, and then, recovered [the letters] by 
threats, ofi detaining and bringing him up totown, and after 
recovering said letters, in two parcels, one of them directed 
t%. l%ofiiM Cor^g^ aod the other to Mrs, McCalla, and 
taking his qualification to the who!? of them, aad of whdn 
•S4 1^; whffln. he received them, they then discharged 
IW* «ld,hjiought the lettew, which were now read. i»d 
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&0 they api^ared to be base and crael myeOtiTts agnnit 
the liberties of America, and calculated by wicked men to 
iafiame the minds of the people in England against the Go* 
loBies In general, it was directed that three of the authors 
be immediately taken into custody, which was immediaitdy 
pfnt into practice by securing Dr. Kearsley, James Brooks, 
and Leonard Snowden, (a Quaker) brewer in Pemberton 
Street, and they were confined under a guard in the Stale 
Hotise until next morning. A sed was also put on tUe 
Doctor's desk, smd a guard placed at his house. All this 
done by eleven o'clock. N. B« James Brooks was taken 
Dp at the Doctor's, and Snowden at the Doctor's street 
door« 

Oet^er 7th. * * Notices called the Conmiittee to 
meet at ten» According t went and met them, there being 
about seventy members. After some time being met, repoirt 
was made ^at there was reason to apprehend that there was 
a great number of inimical letters on board the snow Patty, 
bound to London, upon which a sub-committee was sent 
down in a pilot boat to examine and bring them all.up that 
were suspeeted, and also all persons on board that were sus- 
pected. This being done, a resolve was brought in by three 
of the Gommittfte of Safety from the Congress, dated the 
sixth instant, ordering that all suspected persons thatweie 
found to aet inimical to the rights and liberties (^ Ameilob 
that feU under our diseussing and notice, shoidd by^ beda- 
Mvered ov^ tot trial of their ofiences to the Committte «f 
Safety^ they only being invested w|th that power and mat 
^e— ^we having no right to hear or d^temine any ease kit 
^t kind. 

This produced a warm debate for some tinle, andv at 
lengthy np<Mi motion seconded, whether the present pi^em, 
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velatiBg to Kesursley, BredLs, Snowden and Ordato, (Bli- 
nister of Burlington in the Jerseys) should, by a Commitiee 
appointed, be carried to the Committee of Safety for their 
sole judgment and determination, the same motion ivas car- 
ried by a majority of the whole, except one and myself. 
Past two, the Committee broke up. * * 

October Sth. * * About two, was brought to 
town, Christopher Carter with a number of letters from on 
board the brig Black Prince. He was put into prison, where 
the three before mentioned^ were sent by the Conmiittee of 
Safety, last night, till further examination. * * 

9th. * * Went at ten o'clock to the Committee 
at the Philosophical ; stayed till twelve, m which meeUng, 
fifteen members were chosen to assist the Committee of 
Safety in the trials of Dr. Kearsley, Leonard Snowden, J. 
Brooks, [and] Christopher Carter, whose trials then came 
on before the Committee of Safety and those fifteen mem- 
bers, at the Lodge Room, and continued till just dark befi>ie 
finished. » * * N. B. The. four persons before Bien- 
tioned were conveyed from prison and back there again by 
« gilard of assoeiators, not less than fifty, with drums, fifes, 
&c. &c» 

lOth. * * Dr. Young called at toy house* ib- 
questing me to endeavour to collect a small supply for Mrs. 
Cleamuns, a woman driven from Boston with several ebil- 
dren, whom they purposed to send sad settle for the pie- 
flent amongst a set of his friends hear Albany, if a small con- 
tribution eould be made here for her, so as to convey hw 
there, and to help her a little at firM settling down. I ac- 
cordingly set out and waited upon some who thre w itt iik^ 
mites. * * 

* Kearsley, Brooks, and Snowdei>, 
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Oeieber nth. * * Part Imn I went out coUeetiag fat 
M184 CleiaDQtiSt and coU«cted, jeBlnday and to day, wilk 
aj own mite, the sum oiM d#. 6«^ which I paid unto hei» 
self. * * * Ship — «, Capt Robiaoiit artifed ficom Loilr 
dott^ brought acMMMiiit that ^chaid Penn was arrived al 
London, who carried the Congresses petitioa to the Kmg^ 
Iratthat it was not delivered when he suled, but was to be 
in a fisw days ^ter. 

I2ik* "^ * At six went to the manu^MBtory ( 
stayed there till near nine* We Were pleasant and agiee^ 
able, as sundry humonieome spirits were present. * * * 
For snndry. pieces of news, see Gvening Post, Numb. 

lia. * * 

14lA» ^ * Took a walk down town and sptm 
some time, viewing two of the gondolas. * * * We havie 
h^ many fears for a day or two past, respecting a piece ef 
news from Boston, how that on the fourth inst^t, had sailed 
from there, a fleet, consisting of one sixty»four, and onfe 
twenty-gun ship, two sloops of eighteen guns, and two 
transports, with six hundred men— their destination a prc^ 
ibund secret, but that they had taken on board two mortaib 
and four howitzers, with other artillery fitting for bombakd- 
ment of a town* This, we thought, might be to visit us. 

17//*. * * Near six, went to fthe] Committee 
Room (Society Hall) ; came away past nine. In that time 
a petition from the privates, reqnesang this Committee's as- 
sistance respecting the General Association recommended 
by Oie last Assembly and adq)ted by Ae Congress* Upoii 
motion, a Committee of mne were appointed to meet to- 
morrow, consider and prepare a draught by w^ of peatioh 
to the Ass^ibly, now sitting, to enfOTC that resolve, but first 
to present it to this Conmiiltee, who are to meet the mioe- 

b2 



leentht ai this n>om9 to coBrnder tbe contenits. At said time, 
& motion that a petitioii be also presented to tbe AssewkHjf 
praying them to take the 8al^>etre worka into their case. 
The same was then written, read and approved of, signed by 
George Clymer, Chairman^ and deUvered to Jose|di Parkef, 
to present to-morrow. 

Odober ISth. * * Near twelve, went to the Com- 
mittee Room^ at the Coffee House, being on the committee 
for settling the conditions of seeunty for vessels taking pro- 
^sions from one colony to another. * * 

19/^ * * N^ar six> I went to [the3 Committee 
Boom at Qthe^ Sciciety's Hall, where news was bcought by 
■ West, of the Jerseys, that a Transport ship was 

0trand0d at Brigantine Beach, near £Sgg Harbour, that some 
of the men had come on shore, said she was from Boston, 
«id that, on her stranding, they had thrown all her gun- 
powder and small arms overboard. Now as this account 
was imperfect, the committee proposed sending an express 
direcdy, but Major Cox and Captain Ash proposing to go, 
if agreeable, their proposal was readily accepted of, and al- 
though it rained hard» and [was] very dark, yet they in- 
tended to set off immediately, in order to send back a true 
account, and If needful, to stay and assist that part of the 
country. * * 

20th, * * James Cannon visited me this moim- 
ing, respecting a petition the Committee of privates intended 
to send to the Assembly. I gave ar my judgment that no 
time should be lost, as I was apprehensive that the AssemWy 
might soon adjourn, in order to prevent any application to 
them respecting a General Militia Law. * * 

fUth. * * Near six this morning. Dr. Kearsley 
and James Brooks, under a guard of eight of the li^t 
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Kxne^l^tlus Oifyfor the difieram jails aUottid tliem ia 
iHoB I^oidiice. * '^ « To Asfatoa'a Ferry, as fiiUen, ei^ad 
TOcniits ofjQage's aimy, tiiat were on board the skip stvaaded 
In theJFerseys were brooght, under an escort o£ the Jeisef 
fiiiiitia, and delivered to oars here, who took them to oor 
prison. ^ * * Past two, went and met part of [^3 Gom- 
mittee Bt [^the] Ooffee House; from there went in a body to 
Carpenters' Hall, in order to attend the ftineral of Peyton 
Randolf^ (who had departed suddenly, afWr dinner, last 
First Day^ at the^coontry house of Richard Hills); then 
pvoeeeded to Christs' Church, where a sermon was preadied 
by Jacob Duche; then to Churdi Burial Ground. * * 

October 25^A. ^ "^ At three, went to [ihej Commit- 
tee at Society Hall, being on the appointaient of twelve mem- 
bers^ to hear^s^ examine Captain Hastings, and the male 
of the ship Rachael and Francis, which was stnokted at 
Brig»[itine Beach on her voyage from Boston to New York, 
respecting her cargo. * * 

26th. * * About three, went down town; caDed 
at J^m Lynn'4r;^from there to Benja. Marshall's stayed till 
near six in company with John Hancock and lady, Samuel 
umI John Adams, [Thomas] Cushing, [EMphatet] Dyer, 
Treat Paine, [John] Langdon, Silas Deane, and another de« 
legate not known to ine; drank coffee there; from thence, 
^urottgh the raio^ to the manufactory, by appointment^ to 
consider a memorial to present to the Assembly. * * 

29th» * * Near six in the evening, went to meet 

' the Committee at the Philosophical Hall, being called to at- 

ie^ by tid^et from the Chairman, in order to cmisider a 

*^ Memorial presented by the People called Quakers'* on the 

• twenty-seventh instant, to the Assembly now sitting. This 

Committee accordingly met (present seventy-two members) 



nd» wiflumt one disien^ nMnboT) igt^ed that the jnd 
Biemorial should be countendted* Agteeabfty theMto^a 
Ck>iiiiiiiitee of seymi membens, to wh» MeKeaqi^ GiyiiMs» 
South} JonM, Delany, Wikox, and Matlack^ weie ^^pmalBd 
to prepare a dranght for that purpose, to be brouf^t to this 
Ckmimittee to^-morrow eteaiug at six o'clock, for their appro- 
badon, in order to be presented to the Assembly the thirtgn- 
first instant, in the morning. * * 

OcUAer 30rA. ^ * At six, went to meet [the] Gott- 
mktee at [the] PhUosophical HaU, by ticket, where the Be- 
mottstianoe to the Assembly in opposition to ^ one pie- 
sented by the Friends, was read and aj^proyed of by te 
whole body that was there met, being sevenfy-fbur members, 
and we were ordered to meet in a body at this house^ and 
so proceed to present it to the Assembly to-morrow morning 
at nine V<dock. * * 

UtU * * Just before nine, went to meet the 
Committee at the Philosophical Hall. At ten, went, two l^ 
two, being sixty-six in number, to the State House. Our 
chairman, George Gl3rmer, and Mr« McKean presented our 
Petition to tl» Speaker c^ the House, who oidsred it to be 

Eaad while we ^ were all present, which was done accord- 
ingly; * * 

November Ut. * * Near twelve took a waHt to [the] 
Committee Rbom at QUie] Coffee House ; came back near 
one, having come to a resolution by the sub-committee then 
net, to request the Chairman to call the Committee this 
evenmg, in order to know why the arms ordered to.be made 
last June* were not done, nor yet set diKmt, and s^ricfly to 
inquire who is guilty of that omission. * * * Yesterday 
anived the King's Proclamation, dated London, 23d of Ath 
gust, 1775, wherein he has dedared all the Cok>nies to be 
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in open rdbellion, and terein inelodes all his siibjeete within 
Ms realm that hold or maintain any correspondence with ns 
by any ways. This day, anihenticated accounts were 
brought of the burning and destroying of the town of Fal- 
mouth,* consisting of between three and four hundred 
houses, by the man-of-war, which, it's said, fired three thou- 
sand balls into it, which set it a fire. * * 

November Sd. * * Account just brought by express, 
of the surrender of Fort Ghambly to Major Brown^ on the 
Fourteenth of October, in which was a great quantity ai 
ammunition, prorisions, warlike stores, ^., with the co- 
lours of the Seventh Regiment or Royal Scotch Fusileers, 
which were brought to the Congress. * * 

6M. * * Near five, son Benjamin accompanied 
me to Col. Hancock^s lodgings, in order to see the ensigns 
or colours taken at Fort Ghambly; found him and his lady 
at home ; spent an hour or two with him very agreeably, * * 

7th. * * Game back at one« News just brought, 
by the way of Fairfield, of the taking of St. John's Foirt by 
utomif wilk the loss of two hundred Provincials. * * 

I9ih * * This . jDoming, ^t r^^t IV|». «k;« ^;ty 
£cHr nafift^, Ti^^KArt Tr<*fa^ ^^ajp^i Thoiiias Lynch [and] 
PhiHp la vingwtnn . * * 

liih, * * Yesterday [an] expreM, arrived, with 
ihe account of ^e surrender of the Fort of St John**, on 
the Third instant. **. 

17 th. * * Account just brought of four vessels' 
beiBg juEt tdien by our friends at the eastward; pne (diip 
loftded with wood and hay^ two with live stocky viz., cattle, 
4heep, ho^^ geese, tudteys, ducks, 4cQ«i «nd fiome hay. 

* rCow Portland, Mam, 
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One 'was a brig stranded, oat of wiiidi were taken 4o tke 
oainp, one hundred and eighteen pq>ei of Madeira wkie. 
it's saod that this hiOoBged to Philadelphia. * * 

Navtm^er 2i8l. ^ * In conpany wiAk Sampson Levy, 
Thomas Oomhs, and my son Benjamin, we viewed the in- 
side of the new pfison*; thmioe into Giiesaiit Street, to view 
the arrival of Lady Washington, who i^as on her jdnitaey to 
Cambridge, to her hvisband. ^e was^ escorted into the City 
from Schuylkill Ferry, by the Colonel and other officers, 
tod light infantry of the Second Battalion, and the compa^ 
of Light Horse, Ac. 

24th. * * After dinner, as I had heard some 
threats thrown out, that if the ball assembled this night, » 
it was proposed, they presumed that the New Tavern would 
oat but a poor figure to-mortow morning, these fears of sone 
commotion's being made that would be very disagree^le at 
this melandioly time, in disturbing the peace of the City, I 
concluded^ if possible, to prevent, in order to which, I went 
to Col. Hancock's lodgings, and finding he was not come 
from Congress, and the time gMw short, being tht«e o^doeiE, 
1 Wttlk«d «p 4o the State HoiMe, in expectation of meeting 
him. That failing, I reqi«ARti»d tbe dooiukeeper to eali 
Samuel Adams, which he accordingly did, and he cam*, 
t tkan in&rtnttd him of the account received of a ball, tlmt 
was to be held ^is evening, and where, and that Mrs. Waidh 
ington and Col. Hancock's wife were to be pr ese n t^ and m 
such meetings appeared to be con^^ary to the Eighth Re- 
eolve of Congress^ I therefore requested he would give my 
respects to Col. Hsncoek, desire hun to wait on Lady Warii> 
ington to teqnesthernot to atteild or go this evening. This 

* Comer of Walnut and Sixtl^ Streets. 
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hs pnymitecL Thenoe* 1 ineiit and met the Committoe «l 

4ie Phi}o8ophiGal HsU, whidi- wa» lar^s aad ntpeotaUe^ 

being called together foD tluB ixAy purpose to oonaider tbe 

pvopeiety <^ tbis meetiflg <» ball's being held diii evening in 

this city, at the New Tavern^ where, afiter doe and matttr# 

oewnderattoD, it was. then condnded, there beings bnt one 

^^Hs^iting voice, (Sharp Delany,) that there shoidd be no 

fmph meeting held^ not o^y^^iei evemng, bnt in fiitiuie« 

whil^ these troublesome times continued, and a Gommittee 

<i^pointed, immediately to goto inform the directors of 

meeting, not to proceed any fiirther in this aAdfj and^ 

also to wait upon Lady Wadiington, expressing this Com* 

natleeTs. great regaid and i^ffi^ction to her» requesting her to 

aeeqpt of their gratefidl acknowledgment and respeet, due tO: 

her on account of her near commdon with our w<nrthy and 

\3im¥e General, now exposed in the field of battle in defence 

o£ our. rights and liberties, and request and desire her not to 

gmce that company, to. which, we are informed, she has an 

invitation tins evening, ice* ^cc« Came home near siau 

J^H/esl drank co£fee, I went down to Samuel Adams's lodg«. 

ii^, where was OoL Byer^ ^pent smne time pleasantly^ 

until Col. Harrison came to rebuke Samuel Adams fbr unng 

hin iniuence for the stopping of ^s entertainBient, which 

he declared was legai, just and laudable. Many arguments 

vf€te used by all present to convince him of the imprq[>riety 

at- tkas. time, but all to no efiect; so, as he came out of fanr 

oKiur, he so returned, to appearance. * * 

November 25th. * * Ai half past eleven, went to the 
Committee Room at the Coffise House; cttae away near 
twio. At tins, time, M^or Bayard, one of the four gentle* 
men appointed to wait on Lady WashingtoUf reported that 
they had acted agreeably to direetimis, that the lady received 






them with great poliienessi thanked the Cxunmittae lor tfaea* 
kind care and regard in giving sudi timely notiee, requestiiig 
her best eompliments to be retomed to ^m for their care 
and regard, and to assure thentihat their sentiments <m ^t 
occasion, were perfecdy^igreeaHe unto her own. * * 

November 27M, * * About ten, Lady Washingttmy 
attended by the troop of horse, two companies of light in- 
fantry, &c. ^., left this City, on her journey to the camp, 
at Cambridge. * * 

80^. * * Near nine, called by invitatron at 
Paul Fooks's, he haying illummated for the taking of Mmil- 

real. * * 

December 10/A. ^- * As to puUic occurrences, I refer 
to the weekly papers wMqh I take, and ^as3 to what passes 
worthy of notice in sub-committee, the minutes of that board 
will relate, as will the minutes of the General Gonunittee, 
and the minutes of the American Manufactory, to which re- 
cords I refer the inquisitive. I acknowledge now, the re- 
ceiving, a few days past, sundry presents from my friend 
Paul FookSf viz., a neat window-blind for my lU)rary room, 
two quarts of old French brandy, and a plate of choice red 
herrings. * * 

2l9t, * * Within a few days past, arrived several 

small cargoes of gunpowder, Capt , fifteen hundred 

weight; Captain Walter Stevens, six hundred and eigh^ 
pounds, forty-nine muskets, thirteen, silver handled hangers; 
two schooners, Rebecca, Captain Farey, the Ranger, Gapt. 
Cruse, both from Eustatia, twenty-three hundred pounds of 
powder in fourteen half harrels, and sixty-six quarter bar- 
rels, twenty-four neat swivel guns, and one hogshead of dif- 
ferent sized pistols. * * * Near four, went to meet some 
of [^e] Committee -membera at Major Morgan's, in order 



to flee to eelde Ifae pnee tfbr Bomt powder, and the tmmAy^ 
fcor meind gan.. » * 

December 2Sd. * * Lent Dr. Yoauig an oeturo v^ 
kme, Baimcm^e Cdieelkm end Peraphraeee on Urn WoiAm 
of the PhMoaof^en, Geber and Hermesy No. 07. * * 

Wth. * * FcMT psUic news, see Dmdi^'i Gtm^ 
nl A^dveriser, Nwnb. 218. * * 

2ikb. * * After dinaer, (half alter one) went to 
the Carpenters' Hall to meet as many of the mAmcnben to 
die Amerioan Mann&otery of Wool, Cotton, Fbz, Sue, as 
weie pleased to attend, in order to settle sundry affiars re- 
lating to &e said company. Came away fiom there about 



30ih, * * For poblie oocurrencesy see Pennsyl- 
vania Ledger, Numb. 49. 

2Ut, * * Sundry pieces of news last night in 
4ke Enemng Post, Namb. 147. '^ ^ 

January Sd, * * News brought to day of a skirmisk 
between the Pennsylvanians and the Connecticut people* 
in which Jssse Lukens was killed. * * 

Qth. * ♦ At four, went to meet [the] Committee 
at [the] Philosophical Hall (per notice sent) The busi- 
ness was to enquire respecting the conduct of Parson Smid^ 
and Tench Francis, they having, as reported, spoken and 
acted very disrespectfully of the Congress and all our pro- 
ceedings. John Mease, who was [present] and had given, 
notice of said Smith's conduct, being called upon, used snek 
equivocal and unmeaning expressions, beneath the dignity of 

♦ In the Wyoming country, then claimed by both pnrrinoeik 

F 
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a member of sociely* maeh less a member of this Committee 
and of Safety, in order to exculpate the said Smith, that no 
hold could, at present, be taken of him. The other was put 
off till next Third [day] evening, and six members appomted 
to make enquiry respecting his and other persons' proceed- 
ings in the prosecuting of the contest at Wyoming. * * 
News brought this evening of three tons of gunpowder 
arrived at Egg Harbour or Cape May, thirty-nine tons near 
the camp, and six tons at New York. 

January 7th. ^ * It's said, an express arrived from 
Rhode Island on the Fifth instant to the Monthly Meeting of 
Friends in this City, the contents of which has induced their 
members to sit pretty constant for these two days past. 
What they may hatch or bring forth. Time will make mani- 
fest. By yesterday's post, [a] letter from [the] camp before 
Quebec, dated [the] sixth of last month, gives an account that 
Gen. Montgomery had joined Col. Arnold, with some artilr 
lery and about three thousand men ; that our men were in 
high spirits, and were now well clothed with the regimentals 
destined for the seventh and twenty-sixth regiments, which 
were taken at Fort St. John's ; that they were making pre* 
parations to attack the enemy, who are in close garrison, but, 
it's thought, could not hold out long, as they intended, after 
they, had summoned them to surrender and they refused, 
immediately to endeavour to take it by a general storm. Se^ 
Evening Post, Numb. 150. * * 

Sth, * * This morning arrived, ma, New York, 
the Bang's Speech to both houses of Parliament, 27th of 
October, 1775 ; also, account of three, hundred large bar- 
rels of gunpowder landed not far from New York to the 
Eastward. * * * This afternoon, news came of the 
Schooner, Charming Polly's arrival at Chester, with sixty 
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tons of saltpeyre and Sloop Trial with one thousand pounds 
of powder. 

January 9th, * * At breakfast, I was visited by Paul 
Fooks' housekeeper, who informed that their boy, Neal, 
had heard his sister Rosanna Thompson, who lived at 
[^Richard} Bache's, [say] that James Brattle, servant man to 
James Duane, one of [the New] York delegates, was em- 
j^oyed by Governor Tryon, to collect and send him all the 
news he could find, on board the Asia, for which he should 
be well rewarded and also be preferred to some post, in con- 
sequence of which, he had written to him, and in particular 
the day our fleet sailed with their number, ^. On this 
mformation, I called upon some of our Committee at [the] 
Coffee House. Joseph Dean went with me, but could gain 
noting. We returned. Then. John Bayard went with nie 
to Joseph Reed's; he not at home; thence to see him at 
[^the] Committee of Safety ; not there ; thence to [the] Court 
House ; found him. After taking his advice, went to Hall'sf 
Printing Office ; took [Richard] Bache home with us $ called 
his maid ; examined her. She seemed eonfounded, but, on 
the whole, denied it. From thence to [the] Coffee House, 
where consulting Major Qex, he joined us two. We went 
to [the] State House ; called out Mr. Duane ; informed 
himf he seemed confounded; requested us to attend him to 
his house. We did. He called his man, examined him» 
took him up stairs and made search, all to no. purpose. We 
thai went, took him with us to Paul Fooks' ; examined the 
boy who persisted. We brought the boy back to the 
Duanes' lodgings ; sent for the young woman, who, upon 

* Hall was first the partner, afterwards the suceessor of Franktia, hi 
the printing business. 
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Meing her brother, confessed that what he had said was tree* 
James was called and interrogated, bat all to bo imrpose^ 
Then Major Cox and Mr. Duane took him np stairs again, 
and while they were emj^yed in that business, he slif^ped 
down stairs, out through the yard, and [they^ have se^i no 
more of him* Major Bayard and myself waited for them in 
the parkmr. Thus he escaped. 

January 13^A. * * Went to Bellas ; bought a pam- 
phlet called Common Sense. * * 

l^h. * * By the New York Post, which ar- 
rived Seventh Day night, at nine o'clock, account that 
Admiral Shuldam was arrived, and five hundred fresh troops 
ftt Boston, from Ireland. The regiments were the fifty-fifth 
^m1 seventeenth ; &at two regiments had gone to Hatyax, 
apd two had pushed into the River St. Lawrence to try for 
Qnebeo. An, account, by a deserter from Boston, on the 
Thkd instant, was that a fieet consisting of nine transports, 
with three hundred and sixty men, was ready to sail raider 
convoy of the Scarborough and Fowey men of war, with 
two bomb vessels and some flat bottomed boats, said to be 
for Newport, Long Island, or Yii^ia ; and that five thoiH 
sand militia had joined General Washington, and taken the 
places of those soldiers who would not stay beyond then^ 
time of service ; that they were good troops, and the whote 
army impatient for an opportunity of action^ * * * 

I7th* * * Near eeven, Christopher G^sde% 
and son came to take their leave, ^y being to embark 
for South CaroHna to-morrow. * * 

IBth. * * Yesterday arrived an account of our 
forces* attempting to take Quebec, but repulsed with the 
loss of Gen. Montgomery, and some more officers of n,ote| 
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apon which the Provhicial troops were immediately drawn 
^ffi bat as the accounts at present remain uncertain as to the 
particulars, we are impatiently waiting for substantial 
accounts from that quarter. 

January 20th, * * In the evening, met a few friends 
of America at Fountain Tavern, in Chestnut Street, in order 
to consult and consider of proper persons to be elected Com- 
mittee men at the next election in this City for that purpose, 
as the time of this Committee expires the Sixteenth of next 
month. From there, I visited some of the ddegates, with 
Silas Deane, Col. Floyer, and the two new ones from Con- 
neetieut. * ♦ 

^2rf. * * About nine, I went to meet [the] Com- 
mittee at [the] Philosophical HaU, by summons, in order to 
answer the request of Congress, which was to make applica- 
tion to the inhabitants of this City and Liberties, for a num- 
ber of blankets to enable the battalions who are under orders 
to march for Canada, as none were to be purchased in the 
stores. This request was immediately complied with, and 
ttie members formed themselves into companies accordingly 
and set out on the business. * * 

2Bd, * * Cold morning. Snow fell in the 
night. Went past eleven to [the] Committee Room ; came 
home before one ; took a walk to the barracks, as Capt. 
Aorsey's company marched out of town with their baggage 
this forenoon. * * * Near six, went to [the] Committee 
Room at [the] Philosophical Hall. Came away about nine. 
It was there concluded to break the lock that Fisher and 
Sons had put upon their store door, take out their goods and 
sell them to-morrow at public vendue, the which. I would 

have the Committee of Safety do, but it was overruled. * * 

f2 
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lown to see cwp flcmtmg battery, ipaiM>f->war, 4^ } «mie 
liome ; then went fp Jobn Qnysurd's vendue. * * 

25/A. * * Past nine, went to [the] Qommittgff 
Boon^ at [the] PbilosophiGsd Hall, by notiees, in order to 
Cpnsider of w^s and means to prpyide arms for sn^me of the 
oeiarebing companies for Quebecw * * 

Z^h^ * * Went to [the] Gompnttee Boom ^ 
[the] Philosophieal Hall^ by call per ticket; left it at twelve^ 
it being to consult who should be nominated as Buige«s« 
in th^ room of Hiomas Mifflin, at camp. Two were pnn 
posed, viz., Joseph Reed and George Clymer, but the first 
was, by vote, carried to be put. * * * At — — , went to 
the ^te House with my ticket, 

2!7th* * * Joseph Reed, our Chairman* [was] 
elected yesterday one of our Burgesses, in %\ie room of 
Thorns^ MiffiiUf ]:esigned. 

28^« * * Notwithstanding the severe cold 
weathfsr (ok some days past, yet several companies of our 
J^irst Battalion have marched from town for Canada. By 
the Post, last evening, we learn that two large tran8poi:lB^ 
^ laden with provisions md ammunition, bound for Boston 
^rom England^ are tiaken and carried into Newbmyport. 

80//L * * kfiitr five» went to the Committee 
Room, Philosophical Hall; came mway past nine. * * * 
At this meeting, complaint was made against John Drinker^ 
hatter, for refusing taking Continental money, who, being 
sent for, acknowledged he did, and that in point of con- 
signee, he refused it, upon which he was to be censured 
egi:eQaUy to the resolve of Congress published [January 
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lllbh IT76»] bm to be fclhfwi for one wtekt ia eider for 
Iwi In eoRii^ wiU fd it* 

Jamdary 91«l* * * Near six, went to [tfae] Committee 
Soom et [tbe3 Pbiloscqplaeal HiiU« being called by ticket. 
At 4iiA meeliiig, Tboieae and -**^ FiAer were seat finrv 
fipom « complaint of their refnsinf the Continental Honey * 
to which complaint they made no objeetion, by eeknow* 
le4i^^ the complaint to be juet and tme, and eaid that from 
conscience's sake, they could not take k in ftrtnre; npon 
whAeh they were Cffdeied to be censnitd in the puUic papera 
nesictweek^ 

jPobruarym^ * * Afler dinner, spmat some time writ* 
mg something by way of Adcbress to the Congress, to be 
]aiA before the snbHX>mmittee, tins evening, for appiobaliott« 
at tti# CoiTee House Boom* * * * Went and spent till 
near nine in conyersation with Samuel Adams. * * 

3d. * * At eleven, went to Thomas lawrence's ; 
signed the Remonstrance, to have it presented to Congiess* 
bat ae Aey had adjoomed to Mondayi it was referred to be 
fxesented then. This> morning, Capt. Mason arrived in 
town, having left his brig, loaded with arms, ammunitioei 
£iind3 saltpetre, off the C4q[>e. 

6^ * * News bronght of General Clinton's 
e^p^al nt 43ovemor's Island, near New York* with six hnik- 
^bped men and two men-of*war, and also <^ Greneral Lee H 
New York, with fifteen hundred men. * * 

* CofHpMi* ordalfMd tb«t penost n$mng to weeive the C«ntiQ0Bt«| 
BIUb 9f Cre^it^ or who sIkmM obitfuct and (Ksoonrage the cunency wnd 
eircalatiop thereof, should, on conviction^ be deemed, published a^d 
treated as enemies of the country, and be precluded from all trade or in- 
tercoarse with the inhabitants of the Colonies. 
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February I3th. * * After dinner, I went to the Bia^ 
House Yard to see the volunteers Tot New York turn out 
of each of the four battalions of the Assocktors^ * * ^ 

Ibth. * * This afternoon, came account of <3^. 
Olkton with the transports' sailing from New York and die 
Nanrows. This prevented our Battalion of Volunteers from 
going hence to New York. , 

16fA. *^ * Past six, went to [the] State House; 
gave' my vote for Committee men. * * 

19^^. * * Near ten, went to [the] Philosophical 
[Hall]; met the Committee; went from there to [the] 
State House. Past eleven, joined and went in procession 
with Congress, Assembly, Comihittee of Safety, Corpora- 
tion, ^., to the Calvinist Church in Race Street, where a 
fbn^ral sermon was delivered by Dr. Smith, on the death of 
Gen. Montgomery. * * 

22rf. * * Paid ^d. poor tax for the Northern 
Liberties. * * 

ItZd, * * Past one, went to son Charles's and 
dined with Governors Hopkins and Ward, Silas Deane^ CoL 
Lewis, Mr* Brown, Badcock^ Paul Fooks, and a stranger. 
After dinner, spent the afternoon in conversation; drank 
coffee there ; I then went to Col. Hancock's lodgings ; 
stayed some time with him and his spouse. I then went and 
naet the Managers of the Prison Society* at Armitage's; 
came away past nine. 

2Qth. * * Half past eight, went to [the] Coffee 
House by appointment from [the] General Committee ; met 
Hoar, Mead, and Matlack; after agreeing upon [a] Memo- 
rial to Congress, went with [it] to James Searle's, he being 

♦ The Society for alleviating the miaerieBc^ prisoners. 



one appointed ; found him at kome pooriij. After all mgn- 
mg the Remonstranoey the three before mentioiied and my« 
sdf waited upon Col. Hancock and delivered it to him, to 
present to G<»gress. * * * Took a walk to see the bat* 
talions. * * * Past seven, went to Samuel and John 
Adams' lodgings ; stayed till past nine. * * 

February 28^ * * Went to [the] Committee Boem 
at [the] Phik)soj^icad Hall and met Committee^ by ticket, 
is order to procure a Convention ta be called, the which, 
after some ddbates, was agreed to, but the mode <^ doing it 
was reforred to a meeting to be called to-morrow even- 
i»g- * * 

29^A. * "I" At past five, went to the Committee 
Room, PhUosoirfiical Hall ; came away past eight; at which 
the ^me for. the Co p re ntion' s being called was condaded^ 
vis«, the Second of April next, to meet in this City. 

Ji^cA Sdf. * * To [the] State House, they bemg 
choosing a Burgess in the room of B* Franklin.* * * 

4th. * * Spent the aHemooa at home, chiefly 
wfiliBg till five o'clock, when [I] w^it to meet [the] Com^ 
nnttee at [the] Philosophical Hall, (called by notices) in 
(wier to take into consideration the Report of the Committee 
of Correspondence respecting the propriety of suspending the 
caUing of the I^rovincial Conventioii for a fow days in ordet 
to see the event of sundry petitions now before the House 
of AssemUy. Accordingly, the suspension was agreed 
to.** 

5tk^ * * My wife rose early hi <Hrder to attend her 
servants at Ae pliiee. Fine pleasant morning, but gloomy 
winfit soQthwarAy^ Broak&sted alone. Visited by Witiiam 

♦ Davy Rhimboufle WM efedted. 
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Clifton and William Bradford; invited to attend the sub- 
committee at ten this forenoon, at [the] Coffee House, in 
order to consider of the powder, saltpetre and arms brou^t 
yesterday in brig Hannah, Capt. James Neale, from Hol- 
land. * * , - 

March 6th. * * Near seven, went to the Committee 
Roomy called by ticket to consider means to prevent the 
high prices of sundry kinds of goods, viz.. Rum, Sugar, 
Molasses, Coffee, Pepper, Salt, Cocoa, Chocolate, &rC. 
Came home past ten, after passing sundry resolves. 

9th. * * Afler five, went to [the] Coffee House; 

stayed there till after the fight of Carson and Price in 

the street, first with sticks, then with fist?, but parted. 
Past seveuy the fire-fiat was set fire to, which answered the 
purpose to admiration of ihe persom present, which w^ne a 
great number collected on that occasion before the Coffee 
House and down . to the wharf. From thence went to the 
Committee Room at Philosophical Hall, c^ed by notices 
to consult and consider the most expeditious way to collect 
hard money to send to Canada. The Committee, taking 
it inta cotisideration, concluded to meet in eadi several dis- 
trict n^xt Second Day at nine, and there appoint sub-com- 
mittees to go through the City and try what sum ihey can 
exchange Continentid money for into gold and silver for that 
service. From there, walked down Market Street to Front, 
and found the raft still burning. It was said . it bunied tiU 
one in the morning. * * * This afternoon came to town, 
the Prussian General, as he is: called, firom the camp. 

IdM. * * After dinner, went to Dr. Young's. 
Stayed there hearing him read a piece as answer to ConnoOn 
Sense, called Plain Truth, but very far fVom coming up to 
the title, • « « E^mioed Cassaadm's answer to Cato's 
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two letiets in Hall and Sellers*6 Gazette this week, No* 
2464.* 

March 16M. * * Paid — Bright, 3«. \0d. 
for lamp and watch tax. Past ^ye^ went to James Can- 
non's. Drank coffee there with Timothy Matlack ; stayed 
in conversation till near seven. (Dr. Smith said these 
words in the presence of James Davidson, Timothy Matlack 
and James Cannon — ^That Great Britain would mortgage 
America for as much money as would enable her to conquer 

it.) 

nth. * * For sundry pieces of material news, 
see Evening Post, No. 180. * * 

18/A. * * After dinner, went down to Samuel 
and John Adams's lodgings ; not at home ; I left there with 
the maid the works of George Stonehouse, neatly bound and 
lettered, viz.. Universal Restitution, Scripture Doctrine, ^c. 
Universal Restitution further defended, Adc., Christ's Temp- 
tattmis Real Facts, dz^c,, as a present. From there I went 
and visited Governor Ward, in the small pox. * * * Near 
seven, went by appointment to meet eleven of the sub-com- 
mittee, who with me had before valued, at Jacob Winey's 
six hundred and ninety-four guns, bayonets, gunpowder, ^., 
the which said Winey now objected to, when after hearing 
his objections, we confirmed our former settlement, to wit, 
that the Committee of Secrecy pay the sum of d63 16^. per 
piece, when they are put in proper order by the Commis- 
sary, and buy the cannon powder at £\1 10«. per cwt«, pro- 
vided upon trial it be good. The charge of repairing was 
iHmt Wmey directed to, being d880 bs. 

* The Essays of Cassandra, which, I learn, were highly esteemed, 
were written by James Cannon. 



March 20/ A. * * Went at ime o'doek to me^ a 
Committee by appointment, to draw a Remonstrance to ^ 
Asdembly, requesting to rescind their direeUons to oiir de- 
legates."^ » * * Tbea went to P«il Fooks's.: stayed 
some time there with General Baron De Weldke, the ^ros- 
Bian. ♦ * * Near seven, went to [the] Committee B4X>m, 
PhOosophical Hall, called there by summonfi ; came away 
ftbcmt ninev At this meeting, Benjamin Sbarpleas Tainer 
was eomplained of [for] refasing the Coi^inental Meney. 
He was sent for, and acknowledged the charge. He was 
jeqaested to thhik and give his final answer whether he 
would recant or no, at our next meeting. * * 

23rf. * * Down town to see the Province Ship 
ianndied. * * 

24th. * * For public oceurreaices, «ee Evemag 
Pest, Numb. 1«8. » * 

26/^."** This moniing, about two o^<^)ek, de- 
parted my honoured and worthy friend, Governi»r Ward« by 
-^le small pox, which he bore with n^tanly and great patLenee. 
His loss will be deplored by all the true £riencb of liberty in 
these cokxiies, who knew his merits. * * * Dined at 
borne with Thomas Paine. * * * We ^ear, that on the 
tseiwnteeoth instant, about nine in the forenoon, the Miais* 
teriad army evacuated Boston, and that ^ United Colonies 
are in actual possession of the iown, »ad that they [the 
British] have left effects by their sudden departnie to be- 
tween Thirty and Forty Thousand Peunds. 

27/A. * * At three, went to [the] Comnullee 
Room at [the] Philosof^ical, being appointed to meet ^re 
in order to go in a body to the funeral of Gov. Ward from 

* See poBteOf note to Jiuie 8tb. 
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U&fate lod^gings iit Lodge Ali^. We w«it there mid a©- 
qog ymg ^ tlie corpse to tl» new buiWing in Areh Street, 
where an exeeUent d^oonrse, suitable to the occasion, was 
deMvered by Samuel Stileman. Alter sendee, the eorpBt, 
m same procesMon, was earned to the Baptist Meeting 
HoiKW, in which he was interred. 

Marck 28IA. * * News brou^t of the defeat of Ae 
Ministenia party in North Carolina, See Pennsylvania 
JonmaL 

Sltr^ ** A complete r^ation of the taking pos- 
session of Boston is in the Evening Post, Numb. 1S0. 

^ril 1st. * * About three, went to James Cannon's. 
Spent good part of this aftemoon^and evening till eight there, 
in conversatioti with Thomas Peine, Dr. Young, James 
Wigdon and Timothy Matlack. Cmne away about dight, 
by the cry of "Fire" ; went home; thence up town where 
tlie whole malt house, and new front house of Robert Hare 
was in ^mes. Went with Col. Roberdeau to the powder 
megasine, where a number of us attended with an engine, -^ 
which played upon the magazine and other buildmgs ad- 
jacent, for fear of sparks. * * 

5f^. *' * Dined at home with James Cannon. 
We then went to Paine's ; stayed some tirad ; thenee Oan- 
mm and 1 went to Dr. Young's ; not at home. We went 
up to Kensington ; found him and sevend friends there at 
work on board the frigate buiyiding by Messrs. Eyre. We '^ 
joined them in assisting what we cootd ^ night. Then 
came home. 

WA. • * Near two, ect off for Kensington, in ord» 
to assist with a number of Mow citizens in getting the lower 
deck beams on board the frigate buildmg by Messrs. Bjrre. 
I pi e sum cr iherecame not short ci one hunched, who stayed 
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tdl th^y were aU put on board, (in which were indnded 
three parts of the Light Infantry of First Battalion, who 
came in warlike array.) Came away just at dark. * * 

JlprU 9th, * * Near seven, went to [the] Committee 
Room at [the] Philosophical Hall ; came away before ten ; 
at which meeting, Townsend Spikeman attending, owned he 
reused and could not take the Continental money. He re- 
fusing to appeal, his case was ordered to be published. 

11^^. * ^ Af;er dinner, went to Kensington, where 
a number of inhabitants met. in order to a^Bist in getting the 
4- lower deck beams in the ship that was building for man-of- 
war, by Bruce and Company. * * 

16^^* * * News confirmed of our fleet's arrival at 
New London, and of the arrival of Gen. Washington at New 
York. Some particulars. See in Evening Post, Numb. 103« 
* * * Near seven, went to [the] Committee Room at [the] 
Philosophical Hall; came home past ten. Great debate 
about rescinding the prices some time past affixed to sundry 
articles by the Committee. This debate arose from a Be- 
monstrance, now presented by sundry citizens. ^ * 

18^^. * * Near seven, went to [the] Committee 
Room at [the] Philosophical Hall; called by summons, 
where the rights and powers of the Committee were discussed 
and proved to be invested in them by the votes of Con- 
gress and the call and nomination of the people- at large, and 
that the regulations they had entered into were well founded. 
Yet in order to promote peace and harmony at this time^ a 
vote was passed (contrary to mine and many otheis' present 
apiNTobation) that a Remonstrance be sent to Congress re- 
questing them to explam some former Resolves. A Com- 
mittee was appomted for that purpose, to draught it and 
bring it to the next ipeetmg for approbaUon. At this meet- 
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iogy after.Committee was over, many stayed and aj^inted 
sixteen members present, to confer with the Committee of 
Privates and the Patriotic Society, respecting the candidates 
for Burgesses on the First of May next. Agreed to meet to- 
morrow evening. * * 

^pril I9th. * * Near seven, went to William Thorn's 
school room» Videll's Alley ; met a number of persons ap- 
pointed to consult upon persons proper to be returned as 
four burgesses from this City, on the First of May. Came 
away past nine, having adjourned to seven to-morrow even- 
ing at same place. I was chosen Chairman, J. Cannon, 
Secretary. * * 

20th. ♦ * Went thence to James Cannon's. 
Past seven, went with him to William Thorn's school 
foom^ as by appointment last night. Came away about 
ten. ^ * 

2U/. * * Many, 1 understand, wer6 the private 
m^eetings of those oalled moderate men (or those who are 
for reeonciliati(m with Great Britain upon the best terms she 
will give us, but by all means to be reconciled to or with 
her,) in order ta consult and have such men carried for Bur- 
gesses at the Election (First of May) as will be sure to pro- 
mote, to accept and adopt all such measures. These are the 
schemes that are now ardently pursued by those men. * • 

2Sd. * * Near eight, I went with J. B. Smith to 
Col. Hancock's, to deliver a Remonstrance from the Com- 
mittee to Congress (we beihg appointed for that service) » Uie 
which he received very politely and promised to perform 
and favour us with the result of Congress thereon. * ^ 

25th. * * Went to Jacob Schriner's ; met sundry 
persons there; went thence to the sign of Rotterdun in 
Third Street ; stayed tiU the ticket was settled for InspectXMrSf 
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aiid three p^reoos to put into prtctiee the Rescdve of 
AdMnd^ for (ihs&niiiiig Nmi-Associators. * * * Thenoe, 
to meet the OofBOiittee at William Thorn's school room, 
where we conclvided and fixed the ticket foi^ four Burgesses, 
viz., George Olymer, Col. Roherdeau, Owen Biddle Qand] 
Frederick Kuhl, hUt to he kept a secret from the puhlic till 
after our next meeting on Second Day night, at that place 
[jBii] seven o'clock. * * 

^pHl 27th, * * Past two, went ta Kensington, where 
a number of persons, not much short of one hundred and 
fifty, were cdlected, in order to get the upper deck beams 
into both the frigates building there. The same was cmn- 
pleted, without any accideot^s happening, by six in the even- 
iiig. I then came away with Frederick Kuhl, James Da- 
vidson und James Cannon, to whose house I went said drank 
coffee. * * 

38^A* ^ ^ After supper, Joseph Lecond and mys^ 
took a Wdk down to Pluinstead'e wharf, in drder to se^ 
What readiness the two ships of war were in, as they were 
tmder isafling orders, oceasioned by an express, arrived about 
^ree this ai%emoon* who left Lewistown about six last night, 
sent by land from Henry Fisher, giving an accoimt that the 
ittan-of-war, the Roebuck, pursuing a vessel, had, that after- 
noon, run aidiore on the Brandywine (^shoals] and was then, 
io appearahee, fast The vessels wore nigh ready, as we 
teained^ and woUM sail in the morning. 

3!fdtf l9t * * At nine, A. M., Went to WilliaBl 
11it)m*e iBchoOl room by q)pointment; from thence to my 
sons' ; thettce to [the] Coffee House and so home ; from 
ttttt* ddWtt to [thej drawbridge ; iheiice to the State House ; 
stayed tffl one ; went in company with Thomas iPaine ai»t 
f&hed tt )46ii Christophet^s. Wentbat^ktoDieStMetliMMe; 
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exigaged till pust five ; then went with Jameis Cannon to his 
house ; diank coffee there ; then we returned to the State 
House; stayed till eight; then I came home, eat supper and 
went back. Stayed till past ten, the Sheriff having pro« 
claimed to close the poll in half an hour. This has been 
one of &e sharpest contests, yet peaceable, that has been for 
a number of years, except some small disturbance among 
the Dutch, occasioned by some unwarrantable expressions 
of Josepb Swift, viz., that except they were naturalized, they 
had no more right to a vote than a Negro or Indian ; and 
also, past six, the Sheriff without any notice to the public, 
<dosed the poll and iuljoumed till nine to-morrow and shut 
the doors. This alarmed the people, who immediately re- 
sented it, fiew to the Sheriff and to the doors and obliged 
him again to op^n the doors and continue the poll till the 
time above prefixed. I think it may be said with propriety 
that the Quakers, Papists, Church, Allen family, with all 
the Proprietory party, were never seemingly so happily 
united as at this election, notwithstanding Friends' former 
protestation and declaration of never joining with t^at party 
since the club or knock-down Election. (Oh ! tell it not in 
Gath, nor publish it in the streets of Askalon, how the testi- 
mony is trampled upon !) About midnight, casting up the 
poll, it turned out thus, viz., Samuel Howell, 941 ; Andrew 
Allen, 923; George Clymer^^23 ; Alexander Wilcox, 921 ; 
Thomas Willing, 911; Frederick Kuhl, 9Qi ; OwenBiddle, 
90a ; and Daniel Roberdeau, S90«^ 



* It th00 appears that the Tories and Moderates elected three of thmr 
candidates, Messrs. Howell, Atten and Wilcoz, the Whigs bat (me, 
Mr. Glymer. 

o2 
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May Ath. * * Took a wtSk alone, down to ih<e <3ld 
fort, viewing the preparations making along the bank of oar 
river, viz. fire boats, building frigates, che?eaux de ftweBf 
A;c. * * * Post from New YoA this morning. Fornewa, 
«ee Evening Post, Numb. 201. This day, were executed 
on our commons, William Bales and James Jones, for street 
robbery, and John Woodward for the murder of his wife. 

6th, * * This day arrived the Brig Lexington 

fifom her cruise of weeks; she having carried away her 

foremast in being chased by two King^s ships for eight 
hoars, who were convoy to [^the3 fleet of soldiers (where 
bound was nncertain). Upon this loss, he prudently re- 
tomed, passed the man of war at our capes, who fired one 
gun at him, which he returned as he* passed her. It's said 
a French vessel with twenty-four tonff of saltpetre [[and] 
thirteen tons of powd^, from Port Orient^ hearing of the 
man of war at oar capes, put into Egg Harbour, and is there 
safe secured by otrr people. * * 

^h. * * About twelve^ alarmed by account of 
^ men of war^s comii^ up. Our alarm gun was fired, the 
flag hoisted ; sundries much alarmed. * * * News just 
ptiMished of forty-five thonsand English and Foreign Troops 
expected to be sent into America. 

9th. * * Near two, went to ([ihe] Coffee 
Honse ; the Oity alarmed with hearing a great number of 
heavy cannons firing down the riven The drums beat to 
arms, and a number of vohin^ers went down in boats in 
order assist, as the report was that the Roebuck, of forty^ 
sad the Liverpool of twenty«eight guns, with tenders, were 
fot above New Ctstl^, string up tbe river. * ^ 

9th. * * After dinner, went to [the] CoflTee 
House, where various reports wero circulated, bow that th« 
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Boebaek ran s^gMmt^^ Ae*^ that upon the whole, it appeered 
dii^ tiitie damage has been sastatned on our aide, but as no 
express has arrived this day, we are in suspense* Neur 
five, t went and drank oofiee at James Cannon's; aflev* 
wards he and I took a walk to the State House Yafd. 
There, we heard the fight was renewed by die eonstant die* 
charge of heavy cannon. ♦ * 

Men/ l(Hh. * * Various accounts of the affiiir down 
the river, between the men of war knd our gondolas, but 
nodiing that's certain, save our men condacted themselves 
Tidiahtly, and ohliged the men of war to fall down below 
New Oastie, being handled very roughly. 

lUh, * * LUtle further accounts from below, but 
agreed that no person was killed or wounded by the enemy, 
that our officers of six of the gondolas have done their duty 
with credit, both officers aiud men having distinguished 
themselves nobly and gained great reputation. The others 
not shewing the same bravery and resolution, I hope wHi be 
enquired strictly into. Clreat numbers of families have 
moved out of town this last week. 

IStk. * * Then back to James Cannon^s* 
Btayed there till past ten, in company with Paul Fooks, 
Thomas Paine, Dr% Rush, Benjamin Harbeson, Timothy 
Matlack, James Cannon, &c. Appointed to call upon sun- 
dry other persons, to meet to-morrow night, at Bamside^s 
school-room at eight, to take into consideration and to con- 
cert a plan necessary to be adopted on the meeting of our As- 
sembly, next Second Day. * * » This afternoon, CoU 
Thomaa Miffiin,. in company with his wife and attendants^ 
arrived in town from New York. 

I4th. * * Went to James Cannon^s ; spent 
mxtxe time in [[the]] CoUegie Yard with him and a person 
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from Cumberland comity, respectmg puUic affairs. * * * 
At eight, went with Paul Fooks [and^ Thomas Paine to 
Bumside's school room. Met several there agreeably to 
appointment. Agreed to draw up [ihe} heads of a Protest 
..to be brought to-morrow night for approbation* * * * This 
day came . an account, via New York that ^* the Assembly 
of Rhode Island in their May sessions have passed an Act 
absolving the inhabitants of that colony from their allegiance 
. to the King of Great Britain." 

May 15th. * * Part of several pieces of ihe men of 
war, beat off by pur gondolas the other day, was brought to 
the Coffee House this day. * * * Past seven, went and 
met a large number of persons at the Philosopl^ical, by ap- 
pointment, (CoL McKean in the chair) where was debated 
the resolve of Congress of the fifteenth instant, respecting 
the taking up and forming new governments in the different 
colonies. Adjourned, past ten, tiU three to-morrow at said 
place. * * 

16th. * * At ten, went to [the] Committee at 
[the] Philosophical Hall, by appointment, to consider what 
may be necessary respecting the Quakers on the next Fast 
Day. The same was maturely considered, and upon til^e 
whole, a handbill was ordered to be printed and dispersed, 
as also to be published in the Evening Post, Numb. 206, for 
all people to refrain from treating any Friends on that day, 
who should open their shops, with any kind of ill treatment 
whatever. * * * At four, to the Philosophical Hall, to 
meet a number of persons, to consider what steps might be 
necessary to take, on the dissolution of government, as pub- 
lished this day. It was concluded to call a convention with 
speed; to protest against the present Assembly's doing 
any business in their House until the sense of the Province 
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wad iaken in tliat Convention to be caUed, Ac., with the 
mckle and manner of doii^ these Beveral things by or on nej^ 
Second Day, Then aii^oumed to Seventh Day morning next, 
1^ six o'dock. * * * Dispersed a number of handbills, as 
published this day. * * * It*9 said by a letter from New 
York, that our people had possessed and destroyed part of 
the lower town of Quebec and made a breach in the walls of 
the upper town, about the Twenty-third of last month. 

May I7ih. ^ * This day is what was appointed 
Anr the Fast to be kept through this Contment. Our neigh- 
bonrhood extremely quiet, observant and composed, in com- 
pliance with the resolve of the Honourable Congress, yet 
there was some noise in some few other parts of the 
City. * * * Account just brought that one of our small 
vessds, called the Congress, has taken a prize, carried her 
into Simdy Puxtcm in Virginia, with three hundred half-joes, 
and that the Commissioners and the Hessians are arrived at 
Hsdifax. 

ISth. * * About nine, the New York post 
canie, brought account by letter from Albany that they had 
account dated the Fifteenth instant, that our forces raised 
the iiheg& of Quebec upon the appearance of four men of war, 
leaving aU their provisions, a number of cannon and two 
hundred sick and wounded men. * * * Went about seven 
to [the] Committee Room at [the] Philosophical HalL * ^* 
Came away past nine. The call of this meeting vna to o(m- 
sider a letter from Joshua Fisher and Sons, respecting a 
load of saltpetre lodged in the Committees^ store, it being 
shipped contrary to resolve of Congress in Dec. 1T74, but 
as their letlnr now was a Jesuitical contrivance to impose 
upon the emintry and deceive the Committee, a true state of 
the case vas ordered to be puUished. A request was 
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brought to this Committee, from a large company of the City 
and Liberties, that a general call be made of the inhabitants 
of the City and Liberties, to meet next Monday ^at nine 
o'clock forenoon at the State House, in order to take the 
sense of the people respecting the resolve of Congress of the 
Fifteenth instant, the which, after debate, was agreed to, 
only five dissenting voices.^ 

May 20/A. * *^ At ten, went to [the^ Cofiee House, 
thence to [the] State House Yard, where, it was computed, 
Four thousand people were met, notwithstanding the rain, 
and then, sundry resolves were passed unanimously except 
one, and there was one dissenting voice, to wit, Isaac Gray. 
Near twelve, all was completed quietly and peaceably. * ♦ ♦ 
Went to [the] Committee Room at [the] Philosophical Hall, 
where were confirmed the resolves at the State House, and 
directions, with proper persons appointed to go with the said 
resolves to the different counties. 

%2d. * * N, B. Yesterday, arrived in town Ma- 
jor General Gates from New York. * * 

24th. * ♦ Yesterday, about two o'clock P. M. 
came into [town] from New York, (xeneral Washington, as 
did his lady, the day before. Past ten, went to meet [the] 
Committee at [the] Philosophical Hall, called by notiees. 

. * On the Tenth of May, 1776, it was Resolved by Congress to recom- 
mend to the several Assetnblies and Conventions of the United Coloniesi 
where no Grovemment sufficient to the exigencies of their affairs had been 
established, to adopt such a government, as should, in the opinion of the 
Representadves of the people, best conduce to the happiness and safety 
of their constituents in particular and of America in general. A pream- 
ble to this Resolution, agreed to on the Fifteenth of May, stated the inteii- 
tbn to be, totally to suppress the exercise ot evc^ kmi of aQthority.iuidQK 
the Britisb Crown. 
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Here was an Address to Congress concluded on^ in answer 
to the Semonstranoe ihat waS) or is intended to be, sent 
from the AssemUy, to counteract our proceedings last Se» 
cond Day at the State House. This was to be deliyered as 
soon as their Remonstrance was read in Congress. This 
paper or Remonstrance of their's was carried by numbers, 
two by two, into almost all parts of the town to be signed by 
all (tag, longtail and bob), and abo sent into the country, and 
much promoted by the Quakers. See ihe copy in Evening 
Post, Numb. 209. 

May 25^A. * * Thence to James Cannon's, who 
was gone out this morning with Tim. Matlack, Benjamin 
Harbeson, Lieutenant Chambers [and] William Miles to 
meet sundry county members at Norrington* this after- 
noon. * * * Account arrived by express of our priv&teer 
Franklin's taking and carrying into Boston a store ship of 
three hundred tons, having seventy-five tons of gunpowder, 
one thousand stand of arms, &ic, &ic. See Evening Post, 
Numb. 210. 

26th. * * Sundry material advices from England 
were published in Pennsylvania Journal, No. 1746. * * 

27ih. * * Past two took a walk on the commons 
to see the review of sundry battalions of militia and the re- 
cruits, which were drawn up regularly with the troop of 
horse and train of artillery. The Generals were Washing- 
ton (ehief ), Gates and Mifflin, with the Congress, members 
of Assembly, a number of clerg3rmen, officers^ &c., and a 
vast concourse of people, with between twenty and thirty of 
the Indians of the six nations. * * 

* Then ia Philftdelphia ootmty, now in the county of Montgomery, 
which watformed in 1784, ftom the NorA Western part of Phiblj[(elphia Of 
county. 
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Mta^2Sth. * * Past seiraii, went to ihe PUiosopy- 
($lt H^ and met the OomniAtee dien. Joshua FiAm 
and' Sods' letter to uf , respectiiig 8alt» wis now refisrred to 
OoAgfoss for their doteniikiatioii. Those kttens wore w^ 
pMDied to be written by Comnittees ftppoiated, ylz.» one to 
Onflibeikiid county, one to Philadelphia county, Com«i4ttee8 
in answer to ihw*s, ^oe to the Managers of the HostHtal 
liespeeting llioikias Fiaher's bemg elected Makiager. 

Mih* * * A^r.dinnertwenttoJliiiiesCaxiiiOVk'f. 
Stopped by the way by Humphrey MarahalL Spent noflr 
an iiour with him hi ^ street, with two or Uixee of the 
Honse of Assembly, on the state of the times. * * * ]>r< 
¥onng, being returned from Toiktown, came there io eioe 
m^^ * ¥ « Heard his cbclaration of his expedition, jread 
yS'lettefsfrom the Gommittee.t ** 

SUL * ^ Past sev^n, wetit to the Comniiitee 
BotHtt at [ihe] Philosophies Hall; came away past niiie, 
hxinitg af^inted a Committee to settle the price of sdt, 
find the quantity, &c. Also had sundry letters tead from 
CSommittee of Yorktown and Lancaster. WeAt from there 
to James Gaimon^s, found a select comply ^friends of the 
libMieB of America. Stayed and supped. * * 

June UL * * Thenoe to meet [the] -Oommifetee 
at £the] Philosophical HaU, wheie (he prio^ of salt iumI 
leas were settled for the present, and a.detOrminfftion to sup- 
port the resolTc of Congress, datedJIAay 26th9at all hazards. 
A resoUition was come to ibr presenting a Meinoriid to the 
tk>«tity Court, requestmg them to adjewrptitt the sense of 
the Province was taken. * » 

t 0r. •Young appear* to have been one of the gentleiiien seat into the 
^iflerent counties with the lesolyes of the town meeting oi May 90tb. 
Yorktown or York is the county town of York county, Fenn. 



Jym U. « « TMifted thw fovenoon by Pud Fooks, 
who ga?ea xdaim of their medtiiig last nighl with searoi of 
tkhe Qi^taiii8 of thd Clotiddas by appointmeftty to whieh I 
bad been iimledy wid \jk\ v^z&xssk of Gspttin Mvgfbid^t 
deasfab 3ee £?eoiiig Post, Numb. 213. * * « In the emip 
iflig eaoie Bobert WhitshiU^ membear for Camberiaady Paid 
Fooks, Jol^i Payiie« * * * vho stayed and sofi^ped. 

8J. * "* Weiittp[ihe] Committee Roomat[the] 
Philoaophical HaUi^ past nine, being by notices, to bear the 
Alemori^jBead, thai was ordered to be piepaved to present to 
Ae MagistEalBs of the Gouniy Conrt to be held this day* 
The same was vead and approved of, and Col. McKean was 
requested to poesent it. From there, sundry of ns w^nt to 
[the] CiMttt House ; thence I went' to [the] Commitlpi 
Room at [the] Coffee House, where two vessels with diy- 
IPDOds sffid some military stores,, oil and sugar, were entered, 
one from St. Martin^ one from Hispaniola. * * 

4^ * * To [the] State House, in order to hear 
^ examination of [the] Committee of Safety and the c^ 
tains of [die] Gondolas before the Aiisembly. * * 

fdh, * * This morning, General Washington, 
General Mifflin, Gates, &c., with their Aids de camp, left 
4his ci^ for New York. Past three, I went to Paul Fooks's. 
fie went with me on the commons, where the Third and the 
Shkt Battalions* were exercising. * * 

6^. * * This day arrived, it's said, at Capt. 
Craig's, in this City, from on board the Privalteers Congijess 
and Chance at Egg Harbour, Twefity4wo Thousand^ Fonr 
Htmdred and Twenty Dollars [and] one hundred and eighQF- 
seven pounds of plate, taken by them from three Jamaica 
ships, those Privateers bad taken. * * 

*^ Probably so called firom wealing btuitiog shiiAs. 
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' Jvmt Bth. * * This day, fresh instnicticms weie givoi 
by onr jMsembly to their delegates in Congress^ Yeas 31, 
Nays 12.^ Sundry pieces of intelligence see in Evening 
P08t» Nmnb. 216. This afternoon, came up to town, the 
ship Juno, Capt. Saml. Marston, being one of the prizes 
taken by two of our Privateers, She was bound from Ja- 
maica to London, with rum, sugar, molasses^ &c. * * 

lOth. * * Near twelve, went to f the} Committee 
R4;>om at [[the] Coffee House, where we enteredBloop Sally, 
from Saint Eustatia, with one thousand and twenty bushds 
of salt. Came away about one. Just about this time, part 
of the Fourth Battalion seized a Jew, for mal-][»ractide, 
curdng the Congress, decl^ng his willin^ess to fig^t 
against^them, &c. &;c.', but upon iheir. treating liim roughly 
[he] excused himself by informing agsdnst Arthur Thomas, 
a skhiner,, who, he said, instructed him in those point?. 

* These fresh instractions resdpded those given in the prerions No- 
vemher^ (to dissent from and utterly reject any proposition that might 
lead to a separation horn Great Britain) and authorised them "to con- 
cur wiih the other Delegates in Congress, in forming such further com- 
pacts hetween the Ignited Colonies, concluding such treaties with foreign 
Kingdoms and States and in adopting such other measures as may be 
judged necessary for promoting the liberty, safety and interest oi Ame- 
rica, reserving to the people of this colony the sde and exclusive right of 
regulating the internal government and police of the same/' 
The condttding paragraph of these instructions is as follows: — 
'* The happiness of these colonies has, during the whole course of this 
fiital controversy, been our first wish : their reconciliation with Great 
Britain our next Ardently have we prayed for the accomplishment of 
both. But, if we must renounce the one or the other, we humbly trust in the 
mercaes of the Supreme Governor of the Universe, that we shall not stand 
condemned before his throne, if our chdce is determined by that over- 
ruling law of self-preservation, which his divine wisdom has thought fk 
to implant in the hearts of his creatures." 
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N0W9 aer Hob Thomas wa& one [who} liad been freqoently 
complained of. ever since Dr. Kearley's affair, and wi& 
whmoi it's said, he no w~ corresponds, the mob flew to his 
house. Not finding him as he ran away on their appearance, 
they wreaked their vengeance on his house, furmture, cash, 
sidns, breeches, &c. &c. &c. * * * Down to where the 
First Battalion exercised ; stayed till the resolves of Con- 
gress, Fifteenth of May, and the resolves made the Twen- 
tieth at the State House were read, then [it was] proposed 
whether they should support them at all hazards. The same 
was agreed to unanimously, except two officers in the Foot, 
two officers in the [Light] Infantiry and about twenty-three 
privates in the [Light] Infaiatry. From thence to the Se- 
cond Battalion, where the same was Tead and agreed to by 
aQ except two privates. The sam6 I understand was dcme 
by Col. McKean's and Col. Matlack's [Battalions] to a 
man, this day. * f 

June 12/A. * * Past seven, to Committee at Philoso- 
phical Hall, called upon special business, viz. to settle the 
number of members to meet the country members on the 
Ccmfearence to be begun [the]- Eighteenth instant. * * 

l^th. * * Rose this morning soon, a Committee 
of five being appointed to meet at seven at [the] Coflfee 
House in order to pick out twenty-five members to be 
returned to the General Committee to serve in C(»|fer- 
enoe. * * 

• nth. * *^ Yesterday an express came from Harry 
Fisher of a numerous body of Tories assembled in Sussex 
County, who were intrenching and had cut off the communi- 
catioii Jby land to Dover. * * * Powder and ball were sent 
firom here under escort of a company of Col. Matlack's Bat- 
talion. Ifs ihouf^t this triek of the Tories was concerted 
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in this plade in order to give disturbance and break oar mea- 
isiires, tot they will find, I hope, that the pit ftey dug, ibey 
tbemselves wiH fsfll into. * * * At James DaVidson^s tfll 
past seven. Then went to [the] Commiitiee Boom, wheife 
the appointment for the twenty ^ve members was settled by 
ballot, who were to attend the Conference as Deputies firoin 
this City and Liberties on llhe Eighteenth instant. The per- 
isons were, B. Franklin, Thomas McKean, S. I)elany, 
iTohn Cox, John Bayard, G. Schlosser, C. Ludwig, J. B. 
Smith, James MiSigan, B. Loiley, C. Marshall, Senior, 
Joseph Moulder, F. Gurney, T. Mitlack, J. Schriner, J. 
Deane, J. B^rge, Dr. Rush, S C. Morris, William Cosrtes, 
"S. Brewster, J. Blewer, William Robinson, G. Goodw^, 
William Lowman. * * 

June 15fA. * * Yesterday, the members of the As- 
sembly, to the numb^ of thirty-three, adjourned to August 
the Twenty-sixth, sundry country members being gone oat 
of town. 

17/Ai Went to [the] Committee Room at [the] 
T^osophical Hall, at eight [A. M.] in brd^ to oonsnkr 
the mode of opening 4he Conference, to be held to-morrow 
In ihis City by the Delegates appointed from the different 
Counties. Some proceedings 'proposed, 'but referred till to- 
morrow morning to be finally cOnc^luded. * * * WeMto 
[^tfie] siga of [the] Harp and Ciown, Thi!«d Street, teiiig 
one appointed by [the] Committee to meet and consultiritb 
Uie Captaim^ of the Gondolas TOspecting their complaints and 
•intentions cfrefliigning their commissions. * * 

i6/A. ♦ * Met [the] pommittee at [the]PhiIo- 
l^M«dl ttnH, i^eed upon the mode to opeii (he Confe^nce 
lit ten ^k morning, hut to meet at nine in oirder to iirtiuto oe 
Ubttie '0f the country member, who tdre ^Wngevs. Ret«nM4 
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iioiiie till lime ; then went, as agreed, to meet the Ddegatet 
ftom the different cotinties at Ciurpent3r's Hall, where 
Thomas McKean was chosen President^ Jos^h Hart, Vice- 
President, Jonathan B. Smi& and Samuel Cadwalad^ Mor- 
ns, Secretaries,* Adjourned till three P. M. * * * Past 
three, to Carpenter's Hall, but as [the] Chester and Norths- 
umberiand delegates were not arrived, adjourned till nine to- 
morrow morning. * * *. Past seyen, to [the] Committee 
Boom, came away near ten* Agreed at the meeting Uiat 
George Bryan take upon him the collectorship, as per resolve 
of Assembly ,.May -^— • Account was brought of Thomas 

Lightfoot, ' Myng, and two or three others, who were 

calied to an account at Germantown by the populace fen 
speaking and acting inimical to the Congress and Ammean 
lH>erty in general. ^ * 

June 25/A. * * Went to meet the ddegatesat Carpen- 
ters' Hall. Broke up and finished the conference past one.t 
Went and dined with several of the Country and City mem- 
bers, with General WoQster, his Aide de Camp, &c., at the 
sign of the Indian Queen. 

27th. * * Yesterday momingr Capt. McCutcheon 
was examined by our Committee on the information of James 
Steward, the Pilot, and by them sent to [the] Committee of 

* For the imnutes of the ProTindal Confinenoe, flee the Yolttme on 
theConventioiis of Pennsylvaiiit^ published in 1825, at Harrisburgb,bj 
John S. Weistlsng, Page 35 to Page 45. 

t The Provincial Conference, besides calling a Convention '' for the 
express purpose of forming a new Government in the Province on the 
authority of the People onlyi** made provision for raising 4500 milida in 
obedience to resolutions of Congress of the Third and Fourth of June 
1776, for establishing a Flying Camp in the middle colonies. See Weist- 
Kng's '^Pennsylvania Conventions)" Page 43* ^ 

h2 
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M&^3 Vfhoefmmt^d faim to pris<« for his attemptkm lo 
engage him for fifteen shiUingn steriiog :per day to go aid 
]^t the Asia from the Narrows into our river. *.* 

June 2&th. * * The declaration agieed in ccncference 
to he taken by ^ose deoted to sit in Conyentiott* is highly 
oensiKedy and as it's represented, and not nnjoi^tly, that I 
■tvenooQsly supported it, I am Mamed« and "was buffeted and 
^jUnmely maltieated by sundry of my friends, as I thoii|^ 
and who, I belieyed^ were really religious persons and lored 
our Lord Jesus Clms^ but now declare that no sueh^Bdief 
^X!)onfessi<ni is necessary, in forming the new govemm^t 
Bat their behaviour do Vt affect me, so as to alter my judg- 
ment in looking upon such a Confiession to be essential^ 
neeessaiy and convenient. 

30/A. * * Sundry pieces of news are oireukted 
about town, viz. that six or seven sail of men of war [[are] 
at -our capes with a large store ship, intending to proceed 
iyp^urriverf;4hatthe brig- ■ , Capt. Newman, aPiivstteer, 
lately from this Oi^, was takea gcnng out of our capes; 
thatGeneralJEIowe, with sixty sail of vessels; was anived at 
Sandy Hook and had landed a troop of horse; that Go- 
vernor Franklin of ^ Jerseys was sent prisoner to Hart- 
ford in Connecticut; that most ot aU of our forces were 
killed and taken m Canada; the remains were arrived at 

* On the Twenty-first of Jxm^aff^ Pvaviacial Confefdoea " R»> 
eoWed that no penon elected to s^re as a Member of Convention 
shall take his seat or give his vote until he shall have made and 

imbscribed the following declaration, I — ^ do profess faith in 

God the Father and in Jesus Christ, hb Eternal Son, the true God, 
and in the H0I7 Spirit, one Gkx], blessed for evermore ; and do ac- 
knowledise the Holy Scriptures of the Old and X^ew Testament to 
be given by Divine Inspiration « 
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€jrowhi Point; Ihat ibe QaakeiB m Enf^md hid goilea it 
vourity and dndenmifieation from ihe erown for all Ihtir «p- 
pvoved friends* mtt^es in America. 

t/cd^ Ut. * *' Information was received from ■ " ■ ., m 
4omb midier, of not leas Hmd. four different clubsof Toriea in 
dkia City, that meet frequently. Sundry namee^wnre also men- 
4kned of some that attend^ those ckibs. The four plaoee 
4Aentioaed w^re, onie at Widow Ball's^ Lombard Street, one 
«t [the3 sign of [the3 Pennsylvania .Farmer, kept by Priee» 
anothw at « Jones's beer house on the >dock, and one at the 
«ign of the King's arms. Past ten, went to f tlie3 CofSte 
House ; thence to [the3 Court House ; the trial of the «hipe 
Juno and ■ , which, I am informed were both condemned. 
The said Jury insisted that the King's Arms in [the3 Conrt 
Boom should be taken down. The same, I am informed, 
was done. * * 

2d.*^ Past seven, went to Paul Fooioft's; spent 
some time with him (who says he is a relation to the pre- 
sent Chevalier, Chailes) «ad the Engmeer, who is going to 
hnibl a grand battery and fort of thirty-six heavy cannon at 
BiUingi^Tt. * * * Past seven, to [the3 Committee Room 
^ [tfae3 PhibsDj^iical [Hall3; none been there; went to 
idm Jjymk^B; stayed till near eight; then returned; broke 
up past ten. At this meeting, six besides mysdf, were ap* 
p<Hnted a Committee of Secrecy to examine aU inimical Band 
suspected persons that come to their knowledge. * *^* This 
day, the Continental Congress declared the United States 
Free and Independent States.* 

2d. * * Near nine [P. M.3 went to meet ^e 
Committee erf* Privates with others at Thome's schod room, 
wher&teee'ipeaken, viz., James Cannon, Timodiy Madaek 

* See Appendix (D.) 






{aad^ Br. Young flourished ^smvj on ^ jieeessi^ of 
dioosiiig eight persons to be j^posed to the peo^ for tfidr 
conemrence in electing them next Seeood Day for our 
Representativea in OonventioQ. The speakers expatiated 
greatly npon the qualifications they i^uld be possessed (^ 
TUB., great learning, knowledge in our history, law, mathe- 
matics, &c., and a perfect acquaintance with the law8,inaar 
ners, trade, constitntiim and pdity di all nations, men of in- 
dependent fortunes, steady in their integrity, zeal and up- 
rightness to the determination and result of Congress in their 
opposition to the tyramiy of Croat Britain. Sundry names 
w«re' proposed, out of which eight were coBected to lay 
before the meeting to*morrow e\Fening/— Jos^h Moulder ia 
the chair. * * 

Jt% 4^il. * * Accounts from New York are, that, 
Friday last, one of General Washington's guard was exe- 
eiited in a fidd near that City finr mutiny and conspiracy, he 
being one of those who had fcnrmed a plot to assassinate the 
staff officers, blowing up the magaannes and securing 4he 
passes of the town on the arriyal of the Tyrant George the 
Third's fleet before this City. It^s said that the number of 
transports irom Halifss now arrived at Sandy Hook, amouniB 
to one hundred and thirteen sail. It's thought GMieral 
Howe's also in the fleet ; that our troops from different parte 
of the country on their way and there arrived will amount 
soon to Twenty-five thousand men. * * * To the Com- 
mittee Room at Philosophical Hall ; came away past eleven 
[]P. M.] An express was s^it off from this Committee near 
ten o'clock by request of a Committee of Congress, with a 
letter to the meeting of officers at Lancaster, in (Hrder to re- 
quest them to expedite the six thousand men appointed to 
compose the Flying Camp, and to march directly for Bruns* 
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wick in the Jerseys, the pkoe ^pointed for the rendeTVOQi 
of Aose troops. The said Oommittee of Congress requested 
this Oomikiittee to meet a GomiBittee of tiie members of New 
Y«rk, Jerseys, Lower Counties, officers of the Five Ba^ 
titioiiB and Safety, at seven to-morrow morning, at [the] 
fittate House, to take into consideration what may be necae* 
Mry to he done in this criticai situation. It's said thit 
through the yigUance of our brethren to the Eastward, seven 
transports with Seotch rebels (sddiers) are taken and se- 
cured safely. See Evening Post, Numb. 237. 

Jk^ eth. * * Past ten, I went wiOi Jacob Sehriaer» 
Bohen, Kuhl [anid] Leamington to collect awnings to mtlQe t^^ 
tents flMT-^e militia, fomg into iSbe Jerseys; f^ished oar 
disteict by one o'dock. *** Near eight, went to eon^ 
mittee. Philosophical Hall, where eight members wen voted 
lot and carried by majority,' some of whom I have no ob- 
jeelidn to, but would not rise, nor agm to support at the 
^rieotkn some others. Agreed that the Dilatation of Iiide- 
pend e nce be dedared at the State House next Beoond Day. 
At [the] vabie time, ihe King'a arms ^tere are to be taicen 
down by nine ' Associators, here appointed, who aw to 
■^eoarey it to a pik of casks erected npon the commons, ftur 
4tiB purfioseof a bonfire, and the arms j^aoed on the tqp. 
Tbis* being EtocUon day, I opposed ^ motion, only by 
having thtt ptkt off till next day, bearing it would interrupt 
the Eksetion, but the motion was carried by a majority. * ♦ 
8M. * * Warm sunshine morning. At eleven, 
w^tand met [the] Committee of Inspection at [the] Phi- 
losopMcal Hdl ; went from there in a body to the lodged 
joined the Committee of Safety (as called) ; went in a body 
to [the] State House Yard, where, in the presence of a great 

* Tiiat is, the next Second Day, (Monday.) 
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eoncouise of .people, the Dedaratioii of Ind^pendoioe 
read by John Nixon. The company dedaied ^ek appro- 
bation by three repeated huzzas. The King's Anns were 
taken down in the Court Room, State House [oX the] same 
time# From there, some of us went to B. Armitage*s taTem ; 
stayed till ope. I went and dined at Paul Fooks's ; lay 
down there after dinner till fire. Then he and the Frendi 
Elngineer went with me on the coinmons, where the same 
was proclaimed at each of the five Battalions^ * * * Hm 
day^ the eight members for this City, and the eight men^bari 
ftr this County, to serve in Ccmvention, were elected very 
quietly at the Sttite House.* Fiiw starlight, jdeasant ev^i- 
ing. There were boi^bres, ringing^lls, with other great 
demonstrations of joy upon the unanimity and agreement of 
the declaration. 

Juh/ lOth. * * For sundry pieces of intelligence. See 
Pennsylvania Joiumal, Numb. 1753. Dindd at home alone, 
as my wife was at the place. Past five, went and called at 
John Lynn's; thence to Benj Harbeson's about the soldien' 
eamp kettles ; thence to Jai^nes Canmm's ; drank coffee 
thei>e; stayed till past nine. There were, John Adams, 
Paul FodLSr Dr. Young, Timothy Matiack, &e. Th^ee 
home. Staiiight and jdeasant. There was a small gust t^B 
aA^moon ; Uew hard, but little rain or thunder. (No P(^). 
IIM. * * Went thia morning with Benja. Har- 
beson to Col. Cox's store; ordered twenty-^four gallon irmi 

« For the City of Philadelphia: Benjanun Franklin, Fraderick Knhl, 
Owen Diddle, Geovge Cly^ner, Timothy Matlack, Jamea OanBoo, 
C^rge Sehloaser, David Rittenhouse. 

For the County of Philadelphia : Frederick Antis, Henry Hill, Robert 
tidier, Joseph Blewer, John Bull^ Thomas Potta, Edward BartholoBaew. 
'William Coate»« 
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pots to WUliam Race's woik shop to haVe bales put to them, 
to send for the use of our forces going into the Jerseys* v^ 
Yesterday, several companies went from here by water to 
Trenton. ♦ « 

Jfdy 12^A. * * Past six, I went down to Mulberry 
wharf. Numbers of militia going upwards, as many have 
dooe this morning for Trenton. * * 

I4th. * * Yesterday, came to town, about eighty 
prisoner, taken at St.^ohn's, on their way, it's said, to 
Ctunbeiland County. Three or four companies of militia 
gone off this morning for Trenton." Sixteen shallops, with / 
Maryland troops, going to Trenton, amounting, it's said, to 
eleven hundred. Two or three companies arrived froin 
Cumberland County ; rest till to-morrow ; going to Trenton. 
The whole, it's said, in high spirits. 

15r^ « « Past three, took a walk to the State 
House ; thence to the caiflseway leading to Kensington. ** * 
More of iibe militia, with the artillery, went for Trenton this v/ 
di^, and Col. Montgomery's men from Chester came to 
town and used part of [the^ College as barracks. * * 

I7t7i. * * Past eight, I went to Benja. Harbeson's ; 
we^went [andj called upon Captain Davis, then we waited 
upon Gen. Roberdean, as by appointment at [the] Cona<* 
mlltee last night, respecting troops to be left to secure Air V 
City in &e militia's absence. * * 

ISth. * * Account tiiat our troops were marched 
yesterday from Trenton to Woodbridge, and that the men-of* 
war and tenders that passed New York up North River were 
rougMy handled by our forts. It's said, ihey had above 
forty men killed. * * * Col. Roberdeau took his leave of 
me, going to set otit for camp, about seven. (This night our 
girl was brought home. I suppose she was hunted out, as 



/ 
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it's smid, and fiHmd hy Rolh, domi PuflraHiadk Bocd. Bar 
ilMstress was ddy^hted upon ber xetunii but I know ^ no- 
body eUe, in bouse or out I bave notbmg to say in die af- 
falx, as I know of notbing UmA would distress my wife so 
mueb aft for ine tOur<iSaAe or forbid her being tak«L into the 
bouse.) 

July 19ih. * * Near twelye, John Fzyae ealled aad 
lodk bis leave of me« beii^ goii^ to camp as Secretary to 
Gen. Bob^eau» Several companies of CoL IMEont^eiQieEy'e 
Battalion from Chester left this City last idght, to proceed 
io> Trenton on their way to camp. This day eame l^ttesi 
to Congress. firom Gen. Lee at South Carolina) givmg an 
account of the d^eat of Gen* Clinton and thip fleet in Cfaaxlee- 
ton, June 18th, last. See Evening Post, Numb^ 2^4. 

20ih. ** '^ I went tc^ wait upon Capt. Petem, 
some complaint being made as Chairman of £the] Com- 
mittee, of a company of ne^oes, that m^t by the barracks, 
^ order to get a guard from him to attend s<mie of the mem- 
bers this evening to try to apprehend, some, of them. * * * 
Waited on and acquainted some of the Commitlee that a 
guard would h^ ordered to attend them if wait^^ and called 
for. *** The gentlemen t^point^ this day, in Ccib- 
vention, for Provincial Delegates in Cpn^ss, were, B. 
Frankliuy votes, 78; Robert MorajB, 74; Japies Wila<^ 
74; John Morton, 71; George Qlyn^r, 75; Ge<»fge Ro8», 
77; Col. James Smith, 56^ Bei^ja. Ru^h, 61; George 
Taylor, 54. 

21«/r * * Sundry more troops went out of this 
City yesterday for camp in the Jerseys? * ^ * Between 
twelve and two ibis day, two companies of our Artillery, 
with field pieces, a^d bagg^ige wagons, went out of town, as 
also wmit twelve shallop loads of the troops from Maryland, 



With ftk whMl awl tide for the JeraeyBj and one coppaay.of 
■ !■ Battalion came to town from Gariisle [[and] went to 
•mr barracks. * * 

Jufy 23cf. "^ * This day, the Convention chose and 
appointed the f<41owin|^ persons as Committee or Council <^ 
Safety, viz., Samuel Morris, Sen.f Samuel Howell, Afyr^ 
chanty David Rittenhousf , Samuel Morris, ./tm., Thomas 
Wharton, Ju/t., Joseph Blewer, Owen Biddle, James Can- 
ncm, Tim. Matlack, Jonat. B. Smith, Nathaniel Falconer, 
Frederick Kuhl, Henry Keppele, «/tm., George Gray, 
Samuel Mifflin, John Bull, Henry Wynkoop, Benja. Bar^ 
tholomew, John Hubky, Michael Swope, Daniel Hunter, 
WiUiam Lyon, Peter Rhoad, Danid Epsey, John Weitx^ 
[and] John Moore ; a poor set for Uiat important post at this 
time.* 

%4th. ^ * For sundry pieces of newa. See Penn- 
sylvania Journal, Numb. 17S5* Sundry papers to vnrite 
and endorse for different persons from this City and fkom 
[the] Commit«ee of Ccecil Countyt Maryland, who were 
going tathe Northward. * * 

2§ih. * * I was called up by Jaeob Sehriner and 
Philip Bohem, to consider what steps will be necessary to 
take in order to apprehend a company of negroes and whites, 
k's said to the number of thirty or forty, who meet in the 
night near one Cl3mn'8 in Camptowa^t no<ur ihe barracks. 
After some consideration, it's conduded that some persons 
in that neighbourhood keep watch, and when they are mert, 
come and give information to Sehriner or to Bohem, who are 
to go to the main guard at [the] State House^ for a file of 

* Mr. Marshall must be understood to speak of the Comnuttee as am 
unit ; several of the persons here named being his particular friends. , 
t Part of Kensington formerly boie this name. 

I 
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fteir m^i, trho IrnxB orders to attend when called npon so^ 
occasions. Near ^elVe, called upon to consnlt at \jhe] 
Committee Room at [the] Coffee House, measorcs to be 
ttktn respecting Mrs. Arrall, who left this City this momr 
mg^ it's said, for New York. There being great reason to 
suspect that she is carrying on an intrigue bjBtween our ea»> 
aiks here and aboard the fleet,- it was thereupon agreed by 
Hm members, met, to send an express to overtake her at 
Pnnceton, toHiight, and bring her and her papers back, the 
whidii was done. * * 

Jtify fieth. * * Called out of bed early, as some of 
ow Cotatmttee g»t information last night that Mrs. AnaS, 
the person sent ^fter by express, was not gone, but was to 
go in the coadi this morning. Four of ^lem attended, 
waited till she got in the coach, then requested her to wdttc 
kifa> the home and to have her bundle brought in. They 
Wpidingly detained her and brought her to my house. 
Stodry of the Committee being called, she was^exanmed, 
ber bunAe also, but no letters found. Upon the wh^e it 
i^ppeared she had been a little unguarded in conv^^ition, aid 
had no coaoem with Henry Shaff'in the package of cambricks 
and lawns, found at bis hM^mgs; upon whk^ she was 
diflcfaai^, about ten. ** This irftemwm, came to tdwn 
«id passed by our door' to ^ barracks, two compares of 
devorfeiiows, one fron [the] back parts of Ltiioasl^r, «e 
•tber Urom York'Cowrty, [under] C<rf. William Rankin- 
ir« said that three or four shdleps left &is City io^^, %i||| 
mops' for ^ Girand Army at Amboy , Elis^eth T^, &c. 
«^. * * Waited upon ^ siindty genaenien 
gdng to the Northward. Gave a pass to Jdm Spear, of 
Baltimore, on the recommendation of Brigadier General 
James Ennng and Col. bartram Galbraith. * * 



Jubf 28th. * * Wrote two passes^ one fi>r the 
Rev. Henry Muhleuburgh^ «/tm.^^tad ooe for Jahn OandejTy 
botk having a desire to go to New York. * * 

29^. * * About nhiey wrote four pasaea} lor 
Heniy Woodrow, for Gabrid Springer, William Hemph^ 
[aadJi Jo\m Stow : these three kust of Wihniogton, New 
Gaatle Coiraty, on the strong^ recommenda^on of Ao^w 
Tybout ; the first by a written recommendation of smidry of 
neighbours in the Nordiem Liberties. 

39^. "^ * Three or four companies of nXHtki 
to town yesterday from [the] back parts of Cumbdrlaod, V 
York, aftd Lancaster Counties ; went to barrai^s. * ♦ 

81^/. * * Gave a pass to John Garuthexs, he going y 
to jomthe army for three weeks, the time allowed for tlie v/ t- 
masters to be absent from College duties*^ * * 

August Ut. * ♦ News to-day of the ship -^ — , (sent 
out by Congress,) 's b^ng in the river, fretn Mafseittes m 
France, with ten tons [of] gunpowder, one hundred and 
^ven ftand of arms, thirtynrevea attd a half tons of lead 
£and] one tieree of imts. 

2rf. * * Yesterdayr Arthiw Thcmiaa w— brongl|t 
io town, under a guardlFrom Bucka County, he and his sob, 
(who made his Escape) being, on inforoiatkm, cooccraed m 
helping — Kerchland to make his escape owt of priaen. 
^th% information was given by — Hale in liombard Street, 
who was employed and di^ procufo horses fi» hioa t« go cdf 
with. Aecottut last night was, that ihe Congfe«a, Privateer, 
Captain Craig, of this port, has takea and brought into Bgg 

♦ l-lie^ctehOTiofPhilaaeliAia^ppeapto Imi# Uea *«tHig«ihed fif 
^ui pMriotiam. W« may add the name of W-. Cari^then, about tp > 
apend the August hoUdaya in camp, to thoae of Charles Thompson, 
James Cannon, and James Baridson. 
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Harbour a brig from Notis. 1^8 said to be worth n^r 
Twenty Thousand Pounds. 

August 5/A. * * Waited on by Cs^t. Hysham, Capt 
Simpson, and John Leamington, who had thrown the twelve 
'■' ^ of Gieen Tea, as directed last Committee ni^ht, into 
[the] Delaware; upon which, I copied the resolve, with 
direction to the printers to puHish it and the afi^r in neoct 
newsp^[>ers. * * 

7fA. * * Yesterday, arrived here, the ship 
FViendship, Capt* McCoy, of four hundred tons, sent in by 
die Reprisal^ loaded with sugar, ram, &e., bound from 
Granada for London. 

8/A. ♦* This day, came to town, the King's 
Speech, dated ^d of May, (also, near nine, our Poll re- 
turned home from her cruke^) 

lO^A.** Wrote a discharge for William Carstins, 
servant to Speigel, (Baiber surgecm), confined in [the] 
worklrouse, for which, as there is a dispute between thMS 
nmster and his former, Speigel gave bond to me, in h^tuM 
of [the] Committee, for this man's appearance when a pio^ 
per Judicatory is settled. 

11^*. * * Several shallops, with troops for the 
camp, went from town yesterday, as [o&ers] did also dub 
morning [at]- deed. * * 

IZth. * * Sundry vessels left this CHy with th^ 
flood with troops iot the camp. * » 

1«A. * » Every day this week, munbeis of 
8<^eT8 going to the camp. * * 

17th. * * Yesterday being the expiration of the 
time of the Comm^ee of Inspection and Observation, the 
Committee, in obedience to the resolve of Convention of the 



ITInth iridfani, eoni^ded still to act, agreeaUy to fbe tnSA 
resc^Te.* See Evening Post, No. 244. 

August IBth. * * Yesterday were published 
ffiree i^isohres of Congress re8)>ecting lite tetara of &6 
Assf^iators from the camp in New Jersey, without leave. J 
B^e Evening Post, Num. 246. The same was printed in 
haifidbills. * » * About two o'clock, about eleven or twelve 
sail of shallops, with Soldiers for camp, went past. * • 

t4th. * * This evening were publishetf, iht 
Messrs. Shewell, for breaking the rules of Congress and 
Oomihittee. For that and some pieces of news, see the 
Et^nhig-Post, Nnmb. 249. 

26th. * * Came home past nine. Moonlight 
tod pleasant. I met part df the First Battalion of Phila- ^/ 
^Iphia Militia, just returned from camp in the Jerseys. *** 
T^^terday, came to tot^ti, several companies of forces from 
the back counties, from Marj^latid, Aa^ ( 

21th. * ♦ Past eleven, the Second Battalion came y 
to town. * ♦ * Past seven, went to [the] Committee 
Boom, Philosophical Hall ; cafne home past ten. * ♦ * 
f At] this meeting, Samuel G**** was Sent for, to answet 
for his not producing satisfaction respecting two chests [of] 
green tea, which refusal he still persisted in, and as he' had 
treated those n^emb^rs who before waited on him with great 
"violence and contempt, and called the Committee, robberis, 
and that he W6uld pro^e them so, dz;c.'dz;c., the same six 
members were to, wait on [the] Committee of Safety io* 

* The term wi^ extended upon the ground that the Associatdra, wHo 

MMi^dsed a gre4t majority <A the Electon, might be abseiit at cam|r^ 

Hie e^inration of the Coimmttee'a ^r^ and it would he highly iil^i^plf- 

dient that the City or Counties should be without Committees, or that ^ 

they should be partially elected. 

I2 



iiMMrraw moming. ^ * * Third and Fifth Battatim!is coioe 
and coming from camp» 

August 2dth^* ^ My wife rose early io visit the 
w|iaf ves for, wood ; all^ bare» One vessel with twen^-tiiree 
cord& of hiekory and oak j\ist sold befc»re^she came^ altogether 
for twenty nine shillings for hickory ,. twenty shiUii^ for 
oa^. « « ^ ^n aceount brought of an engageoient betwjeea 
our forces on Long Island and the enemy^ in whi^ our 
forces repulsed them, but many [were] killed on both sides ; 
General Sullivan and Lord Sterling among the missings See 
Evening Post, Numb. S51» 

30^4. * * My wife rose early to visit the. wharves 
on account of winter's wood, * * * Yesterday^ went from 
/ here a great number of troops for Trenton, on their way to 
sj the camp. It's said near three thousand. * * 

dist. * * I rose^ past six> as our folks began to get 
in their winter's fire wood and were pMing in -the yard, as 
also my customers came soon this morning about salt, passes^ 
disputes, 4fcc. &c. &p. * * * Paid MO for deven and a 
half cords of oak fire wood^. Paid for hauling, carrying, ani 
piling, 4Zs. lOid. * * * News brought to-day of our 
forces upon Long Island's tsdLing away all their guns, stores^ 
Ac, except some large ones, which they spiked, and left the 
Wand in good order and went to New York ; Lord Sterling 
and General Sullivan prisoners. The enemy lost two Ge?^ 
nerals, supposed to be killed, as our people knew nothing of 
them when the flag came to enquire,. * * 

September 2i. * * At nine, went to [the} Committee 
Room, Philosophical Hall; came home past twelve, been 
fixing the quantity of salt to be sold to each county, being 
what was Messrs, She well and Joshua Fisher and 8&m\ * * 
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Sq^Umber BcL "* * At seteii [P. M.] went to [the] 
Committee Room, Philosophical Hall; came home near 
ten'. *' ^ * At this meeting [it was] proposed to call an 
Section for [a] new Committee for this City and Libertiett 
and reduced the number to fifty. * ^ 

4th. * * Yesterday, high words passed at [the] 
Coffee House, William Allen, Jr., declaring that he would 
shed his blood in opposition to Independaney, and Col. John 
Bayaid> in the support of Independaney. Allen's behayioor 
was such that William Bradford immediately complained to 
Samuel Morris, Jr., as a member of the CoouniUee of 
Safety, of the abuse offered by Allen to the public. 

&th, * * For public occurrences^ See PennsyW 
Tania Journal, No. 1761. * * 

7th. * * It was said yesterday by — • Living* 
slon, that three members of Congress, viz.^ Benjamin 
Franklin, John Adams [and] Edward Rutledge [had gone] 
as Deputies to Gen. or Lord Howe, to hear what he had to 
propose to the Congress. Gen* Sulfivan lefl this City yee- 
terday, to return agreeably to his parole widi Gen. or Lord 
Howe. Yesterday arrived a Bermudian vessel with twenty- 
fii^ hundred bushels of salt* * *- 

Sth. * * It's said that two more vessels are just 
eome in with salt ; quantity, it's said, two thousand bushefak 

9th, * * A number of the troops, it's said, from 
the country, went out of town yesterday. Those gentle- 
men, delegates, mentioned to go out on the Seventh, to eon* 
verse with Lord and General Howe, did not go till this 
mcNuing. It was G^eral SuMivan that went thenabouts, 
from this City. 

lOth* * * For sundry public occurrenees» see 
Dmdap's General Advertiser^ Numb. 256. * * 



Septetnker tUh** * Yesterday was puUislwd the pro- 
^ f&md ^laii eft Fraitte of Gorersnent for die Common wealth 
or State of Fennsylyania^ (Printed fqr consideration) Ml 
twelve small pages, Ibtio, contaimng forty-nine Sedietm. 
For particulars of the engagement m South Osn^ii^ s«e 
I^nsyltsma Gaaette, Ndrafo. 2490. * * 

Wh. * * Ab I stefri iidlt^med, lekim.uel Mine*- 
tis^ the Eider, resigned his office of ConnciUoir of State, and 
^M there were three beMe^ who had msft qtmMtdf the Con- 
^fieiition appointed ibtir netr Members, yiat^, John Bayai^, 
John Oox^ Fftmefe Gumey tanA Oad» Samuel Mdirris. * * » 
Went to [the3 Committed Hoom ^t PhUosophieal JhXt^ 
lirhere WMliam Wild appeared in snpj^ort of his Memorial. 
Upon being interrogated respecting the money, [whieh,3he 
had sadd} bdonged to the merchants in England, he now 
deelar«l otherwise, and thaft the whole snm wto his oWft 
private property, and iii order to pi'ove that, said his letter 
atod okatk books would shew it, which he c<mld ^eteh in otte 
quarter of an hour, if requested. Upon this he w^ desired 
to fetdfr them, and the Committee would wait. In about 
ti^ space of time he returned and declared he had destroyed 
his letter and cash book and every other book^ about ten 
days ago, which might publicly bring his employers into 
trouble. Referred \q next meeting. * * 

14fA. * * Past, or near, six, I went to Col. 
Hancock's to report William Wild's conduct, being re- 
ij^oested to do so, by some members of Committee. * * 

ISfth. * * Yesterday, Paul Fooks gaVe at 
fiiie] wharfy twenty-five fiMUjugs per cm:d^ for oak wood ; 
took three cords, and paid two shillings and six pence per 
eord Qibr3 hauling. This he toU me last night. Yesterday 
was published an Otdinkice f(Nr puQishing persons guil^ of 



certain ofiences, particiilariy by speal^g or writiogagainst 
the United American States, in order to obetmcty or oppose, 
or endeavour so to do, the measarcs cvrying on by the 
United States for the defence and support of the freedom and 
independence of such States, and also, an Ordinance to 
compel debtors in certam cases to give security to their crea- 
tors. See Evening Post, Numb. 258., with sundry pieces 
of public occurrences. Several companies have arrived im 
town this week, of stout aUe bodied men, from the lower 
counties, the ba<^ parts of this Province and some from Vii^ 
ginia. Also a number of recruits in this town set out for the 
campto join the main army. * * \/ 

September I7th. * * Went to [the] Committee Room, 
PhMosophical Hall ; came away past nine, having passed a 
vote to break up this Comniittee entirely, except eight mem« 
bers io settle Committee's accounts, and the six members 
liiat were s^pointed to see the salt for each county settled. 
William Wild's money was lodged in Hatlehurst's pos8e»- 
sion, and Samuel G^^^'s tea to be put into the hands of 
j^the] Committee of Safety. » * * This day, accounts 
arrived that the enemy had taken possession of New York 
mi the Fifleenth instant. See Pennsylvania Joumid, Nimih. 
1763. 

18^^. ^ * Accounts published to day of the 
cditference between Lord Howe and the three^ gentlemen 
sent by order o( Congress, and also an account that the 
enemy Were in pesseseaim of New York, but no particuton* 
There is also an Ordinance for rendering the burden of the 
Astfociators and Non AssooiatcNrs, in the defence of this Stato, 
as nearly equal as may be. Pennsylvania Gazette, Numb. 



/ 
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jSept^mbir \9th^ ^ * Aceoimts brooght todajrof a jiav> 
mishf above New York, wkh tbe Forty Second R^fi- 
ment» a Battalion of Light Infantry and three Companies of 
Jagers or German Riflemen, whomv after a smart engage- 
menty oar people drove iuider cover of the men of war's 
guns IB East River. 

2Sd. * * By letters by post ^m camp at 
Harlem, we hear that a fire broke <nit last Friday evening in 
New York, which has destroyed a namber of houses and 
two churches, it is said. For sundry ^eces of news^ Ao^ 
raising eighty battalions in the States, the proportion and 
and method of proceedure, counties, &c., the Declaration of 
4/ the Delaware State in Convention, &c the gentlemen ap- 
pointed in the goremm^ent'of the State of New Jersey, dlce«« 
Bee D. €reneral Advertiser, Numb. 257, Ac. 

%Sth. * * Dined at home with our MiHer tint 
supplies us with flour. * **. This day were publisked, 
three resolves, by the majority of the Assemblymen now 
met, dated [the] Twenty-sixth instant, against the ptoeeed*- 
ings of the Convention now sitttog. See Evening Poet, 
Numb. 264, where is also the timr, mode and form of ele^- 
tiott in this Province, fixed by Convention, same day. Itfa 
said that before the then members of AssemUy (being 
twenty-six) broke up, fourteen against twelve passed a vote 
for the sum of Five Hundred, or a Thousand Ponnds, to b« 
paid oiir late Gk>vemor. The order was immediately drawn, 
signed by Morton, Slpeaker^ sent and the cash received- 

30M. * ^ This afternoon, earae to town Gon ef sl 
Mifflin, L. Colond Penrose and Migor Williams, iron 
camp above New York. * * 

October Ut. * * Account to day of a great fire at Bas- 
seterre, in St. Kitta, which, with hurricane, chiefly de* 
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Btroyed the tcywn. Partlealars not yet come to hand. Since 
come ; see particnlan [ia ihe] Pennsylvania Journal, 
Nnmb. 1760. 

Otfoher 2tf. * * Accounte of a ^at number of prizes 
being taken by our friends to the Eastward and arrived 
safe into port ; dso a report that General Arnold had lately 
destroyed most of the enemies' boats at the North and Lake 
Oh^mplaine, and made prisoners of six hundred English, 
Seotdi and -Hessian soldiers, on a small island on the lake. 
See Pennsylvania Journal, Numb. 1765, Evening Post, 
Numb. 265. 

Ath. * * Accounts brought that election was 
held in Chej^ter ^d Bucks Codnties, for Assemblymen, ' 
l^eriffs,- Coroners, be on the First instant, and that some 
day this week, Joseph Fox and John Reynolds refused to 
ladte the Continentid Money for large sums due them by 
bond, mortgage, ^c.^ as it's said. Of Fox's, a record was 
niade by Panl Fooks, ftota the person that tendered him 
t€9W before two witnesses, due on mortgage. 

7/A. * * Son Charies came to invite [me] 
to dine at fais liouse to^ay witb some friends from Boston, 
bat having an invitation from the owners of sloops Congress 
ittA Chance on the Fifth, to dine with them at James 
Byrne's this day, I went near two, where were between 
six^ and seventy persons. I came away before six. * • * 
A -vessel anrived diis day from Surinam with some powder, 
lead, some stands of arms and some woollen cloths, 
ttMbsses^ ite. ; a vessel from Bermudas, with salt. Arrived 
this day, lus Excellency General Lee from ihe Southward. 

\iHh. * * Prize ship in the river from Jamaica, 
with three hcmdred and ten hogsheads [of 3 Sugar, ninety 
casks or pundieoas of spirits. She is called the Thetisy 
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Capt. May, taken by £the] General Mimtgcmery Priva- 
teer, Captain Hamilton. Also a private brig from St 
Martin's arrived yesterday. It's said that General Lee left 
ibis City to day for the army near New York, and that 
another reinforcement arrived last week from England, al 
Sandjr Hook, consisting of Burgoyne's Light Horse. Two 
thousand Hessians and one thousand British troops^ are on 
Staten Island. An account, also, from the West Indies <rf 
an insurrection of the negroes in the Island Jamaica, and 
that martial law was declared. See Pennsylvania Gazette, 
Numb. 2494. * * 

October llfA. * * A severe Satire, by way of Dia- 
logue, published in the Evening Post, Numb. 260, on the 
proposed plan or frame of government of this Province.* 
Also a Resolve of Congress of the Third instant for borrow- 
ing Five millions of Continental Dollars for the use of the 
United States, at [an3 annual interest of four per cent, 

. I2th. * * By letter Qthrou^] yesterday even- 
ing's post, Paul Fooks received from Nantz, in Old France* 
from Mons. Permel, that he had loaded two vessels for 
Vir^nia with blankets, coarse cloths, Unen, arms, ammmii- 
tion, &c.. sdso two of [the] same commodities for Rhode 
Island, and that he had another (besides this^ that bron^t 
this letter, both loaded with the same commodities) thai 
sail in a few days, which, I hope, will all arrive safe. I 
think this letter was dated Third [of] August. Two vesseb 
with salt arrived within these two day« past, ^d yet it's said 
some are selling it at Three Dollars per bushel (so inhmnan 
are some of our citizens to poor people.) * * * A wopdw- 
ful Ordinance published in Evening Post, Numb. 270, 
inviUng all masters of vessels, coming with salt to sell it 

• See a defence of it in the Erening Pos^No. 379, November % 1776. 



t» itiesi Ut ^k^en Bhiliin^ per bushel. O rave Council of 
Safety ! 

Oefober 18rt. * * About eleven o'clock last nigbt 
nbmied by cry of fire, which proved to be just above Pool's 
Bn^^, near the Magazine, in a baker's shop, but it was 
aoon exUnguished. * * * The prize ship, coming through 
tbe ehevaux-de-frize, got hurt, so that they were obliged to 
ttidoad and keep the pumps going till arrived in town, then 
ran her ashore at Hodge's wharf and were busy unloading 
heit cargO'this day on the said wharves. * * 

14M. * * . Took a walk to the place, stopping as 
we went to view part of the First Battalion exercise, this 
b^g, it's saidtthe last field day they are to have, as per Act 
ci Assembly, for this year. * * * Two more vessels, it's 
said, with cargoes of salt. Various pieces of news circu- 
lating, but little to be depended upon except that the King's 
troops h^ve entirely abandoned Staten Island, but where 
gone, or the reason is not known by the public. Major 
Keppel^, just come home from EHizabeth-Town Point, which 
he left this morning, said he was on the island. * * 

Idih^ * * Yesterday arrived, the Continental 
Sehooner Wasp, Captain Baldwin; brought with her a 
large Guinea ship bound from Jamaica for Liverpool, having 
GO, board three hundred and five hogsheads of Sugar, fifty-on6 
puncheons of rum and other goods. Letter from Harlemf 
where our companies [are], of the Thirteenth instant, sayB 
most of Howe's forces are got about six miles above King's 
Bridge, and were landed in order if possible to surround our 
eamp, so that a general engagement may be hourly expected 
10 be heard of. ;For further occurrences, see Pennsybramd 
Journal, Numb. 1767. 

K 
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October 17/A. ♦ * Another vessel, it's said, arriyed yes- 
terday with twenty-five bushels of salt from Bermudas. * * * 
Past sixy went to Philosophical Hall, being called there by 
invitation in printed tickets, where met a large number of 
respectable citizens in order to consider of a anode to set 
aside sundry improper and unconstitutional rules laid down by 
the late Convention, in what they call their Plan or Frame of 
Govern i ent, where after sundry deliberate proposals,, some 
amendments were agreed to, nemine c. d,^ and ordered im^ 
mediately to be printed, with the reasons that induced ^lis 
company to make such alterations, to be published imme« 
diately for the perusal and approbation of the whole State at 
large, and that a general town meeting be held at the State 
House in this City, next Monday afternoon, the proceedings 
of which to be printed and immediately transmitted to all the 
Counties in the State. The whole of the meeting was con- 
ducted widi great order and solemnity, and broke up past ten, 
in great union. * * 

18/A. * * Sundry pieces of news from about 
New York, but none confirmed, but that our people had 
landed upon Staten Islandy and a heavy firing of small arms 
had ensued on last Third Day, and as all the Hessians had 
not left the Island, it was supposed to be an engagement 
betwixt them and the party of our army that went over. A 
person who left Head Quarters last Second Day, says that 
the detachment from Gen. Howe's army that landed at 
Frog's Point, had been attacked by a party of Gen. Wash- 
ington's, who obliged them to retreat under cover of their 
ships, and that anodier detachment had also been beat off 
and prevented from landing on the banks of the North 
River. * * * This day, thirty-three Tories were brought 
from New York, and lodged in our New Jail. 
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October \%ih. * * After breakiiEuit« Anthimy Boiezet 
came to pay a friendly visit We held conversation for near 
an houTy on religion and politics. * * 

2Mh. * * In the Evening Po8t> Numb* 373, is 
^is remarkable extract of a letter, dated Dominica, Sept — -^ 
viz., ** Capt, Stout, of Antigua, told us that he had heard from 
Taylor and BeU of that island, that a house that does the 
government business there had poisoned two kegs of rum, 
which they shipped in the Creighton, Gapt. Ross, and 
directed for Can. Howe, in hopes that if the ship should be 
taken, die Americans would send those to the camp, on sup- 
posing them of an uncommon good quality." What a dia- 
bdiical project ! He had it from dieir own mouth ! Oh, 
dreadful ! 

21a^ * * To [the] Coffee House, where I stoyed 
and saw fifteen prisoners (taken on Staten Island last weeky 
viz., eight Hessians and seven English soldiers) come on. 
shore. Thence to State House Yard, where it's thought 
about fifWen hundred people assembled, in order to de* 
liberate on &e change of sundry matters contained in the 
Form of Gk>vemment, settled in the late Convention. Col. 
Bayard being seated in the chair^ [we] proceeded to busi- 
ness, which was conducted with prudence and decency till 
dark ; then adjourned till nine to-mwrow morning. Chief 
speakers, against [the] Convention, were Col. M<£ean 
and CoL Dickinson; for die Convention, James Cannon, 
Timothy MaOack, Dr. Young and Col. Sndth of YcNck 
Coonty. ♦ » 

32 J. * * Went to the State House, as was ap- 
pointed last night, where eame on ^e consideration of the 
Resolves as begun yesterday, the which, after being maturely 
and put, wdre earned by a large majority, except 



die otdi iqppeMted to be taJoen by every eleeUnr belbtehe 
ooald be «uffi»ed to give in kis rote, fef Aba^sMj* This 
was entirely set aside as it then stood. Cominitteefr were 
tiien appointed to go to e^h county, to carry the piooeeding» 
9ai request their concurrence &^ The meeting then broke np 
peaceably. * * * On the Twenty-first, arrived a sdiooner 
wttii twelve hnndred bushels of salt, [[it's said.] Tk€ 
Twenty-second, was sent in here the Brig ^mrbume, Capt. 
Bnmell, with five hundred and eighty-r^ree barrels of oil» 
being a prize to Brig Hancock, Capt Newman. An tceount 
of an eagagemoit on the lakes^ the Eleventh instant, and as 
the enemy were vasdy superior, our people retreated to 
Grown Point. See particulars, Pennsylvania Jouraid^ 
Numb. 1758. 

October 2Sdi * * Near tw^ve, I went to John Lynn's 
by desire of Major Keppeie^ who^ upon account ^ his bt» 
nianiage had requested sundry persons to come visit, drink 
pilni^, wine, eat gammon^ &^ &c*^ * * * j^ accoui|t of 
a large skip from Lowi^on to Quebec, loaded wi^ Indiaa 
goods, viz., duffiekb, strouds, blankets, ammunitioB* 
ite* &e., taken by one of the Eastern privateers, and said 
sl^ wte arrived at Providence. 

nth. * • Near three, tod^ a walk to Camptag^ 
town, where was to be a meeting for [the] Northern and 
Sondiem Districts, to consider bow to carry on the ckclkm 
Oft ike Fifth [oi'] next montfi. Sundries met and agreed 
anncably. ♦ * 

26th. * * Received thb morning of John Nixon, 
by the hands of Oeovge Lehman, £36^ ta. 6d,f on account 
of the Comnittee of Inspeotiott and OfoatrvaticHi for lUe 
CBy and Liberties. * * 

Octtbtr vrtik. «* Abevt one «is momkig, itewd 
by the cry of fire, which proved to be the Prize Ship sent in 
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here by the Privateer Wasp, which entirely consumed the 
same with her valuable cargo of sugar, rum, dz;c. &c. A 
iiumber of valuable prizes appear to be taken by our cruisers 
and safe arrived in sundry ports to the Eastward^ among 
which are a ship and a snow, both bound to New York, 
loaded with 56,Sd6 [weight of] bread, 8020 [weight of] 
pork, 256 bushels [of] peas, 257 bushels [of] oatmeal, 
16,000 weight [of] beef, 12,064 weight [of] flour, 4101 
weight of raisins, 165 gallons of oil, 507 gallons of vinegar, 
3500 gallons of spirits, 460 dozen candles ; these aboard the 
snow ; ship, same sorts, but more in quantity. See Evening 
Post, Numb. 267, where is the following extract of a letter 
from Fort Lee, dated 26th instant, viz., '' A deserter at head 
quarters informs, that the loss of the enemy on Friday last» 
must have b^en seven or eight hundred ; that in the cannon- 
ade after the battle, General Howe had his leg very dan- 
gerously shattered by a ball, which killed a soldier who stood 
near him. Last night, a party of rangers, under the com- 
mand of Major Rogers, having advanced towards Mareneck, 
were attacked and defeated by a party of our forces, thirty- 
six were taken prisoners, and the number of the slain is sup- 
posed to be greater, since sixty arms and as many blankets 
were found upon the field. As the corps are composed 
of Tories,* this victory is the more glorious. Our army 
is in high spirits, having outflanked the enemy." 

30/A. * * Yesterday arrived a Brig, being a 
prize, it's said to [the] Hancock Privateer. Account also 
of some vessels of the enemy's attacking Fort Washington 
on the 28th, but repulsed with great damage unto two of the 
men-of-war. 

♦ i. e. Native AiiMritan ToriM. 
k2 
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October BM. * * Past six, I went io [tbe] CoAe 
House, being invited by letter to meet sundry of onr ci^;«M 
to appoint kspectors and to think of six suitable persons Io 
represept ibis City in General Assembly. This meelfaig 
was conducted with great unanimity and eoncerd, and the 
proceedings referred to a larger meeting to-nuMT<yw evening 
at [the] Philosophical IMl. * * * To-day, were l»in^ed 
two ships of war, at Kensington. 

Noven^er lat. * * Sundry pieces of news «ad ii^- 
ligence aire in the Evening Podt, Numb. 378. * * * Paart 
six, went to [the] Philosophical Hall, called by notiees* 
Met about ibrty* I was appointed Chsunnan,^ bat after sorafie 
conversation on the intent of the meeting, it was concluded, 
as BO few attended, to rei^r the fall discussion of affairs 
respecting the appointment of six members of Assembly ^or 
this City till to-morrow oTening, at this place* in hopes a 
larger company would attend. * -*^ 

2rfr.* * Transcript from Order of Council of 
(§lafety, dated [the] Thirty-first [of] October kst, via. : 
<' Complaint having been made to this Council by Chnso 
topher Elliot, that John Baldwin,^ of this City, Cordwamer, 
had refused to reeeive in pay9ient the Continental Bilhr of 
Credit, issued by^^ order of Congress, thereupon, the said 
John Baldwin was ordered to appear, before this Board, and 
being informed of said complaint, did acknowledge that he 
had refused to receive the said BiUs of Credit in paym^it» 
The Council urged the pernicious aaid destructive tendency 
of sttdi conduct, and requested him to reconsider it, allow- 
ing him several days to form his judgment and fix his final 
resolution. This day, agreeably to notice given him, he 
again appeared before the Council and declared that he was 
determined not 4o receive the said BUls in payment, where- 
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■fNm^ Besolved that the said ioha BaUwin is wxk * Eaeny 
to his covuBtrj, and preekided from all trade and tntercouise 
with the inhabitants of these States :! Resolved that the said 
John Baldwin he committed to j^, there to remain without 
hail or maiopnze until he shall be released by order of this 
Council, or some other person lawfully authorised so to do : 
Ordered that these proceedings be inade public.'^ * * ^ 
Went to the Philosophical Hall, as^appointed* where a large 
[and] respectable number of citizens were met, and also the 
loUewing gentlemen were scratch^ for, as members to be 
▼oted for on the Fifth instant, as Assemblymen in this State 
for this City, viz*, George Clymer, Robert Morris, John 
X]!|adwalader, John Bayard, Michael Shubart, Peter Ch&- 
▼alier; but some ^tercation happening, and P. C. declining, 
Joseph Parker was chosen by voice. Broke up past nine, 
hut, upon motion, it was resolved to answer the request of 
the contrary party by appointing seven members to hear 
what they had to say, and draw up the proceedings of this 
evening and have them printed in handbills and distribute 
Aroug^ the City before or on the Election Day, signed by 
Samuel How^, Chairman for this evening. * * ** (No 
news from camp as yet) . 

Novesf^er Wi, * * Went past nine to the State House, 
being appointed one of the Judges to superintend and con* 
dttct the Election, as is usual. Continued there till near 
two next morning, where ^l matters in general were c<m- 
ducted with great harmony and concord in the house; two 
or three small bufietings, I heard about the door in the street, 
but soon went over. Upon casting up the votes; they turned 
- out thus : For Joseph Parker, 682 ; for George Clymer, 
413; for Robert Morris, 410; for Samuel Morris, Jr., 407; 
for John Bayard, 397 ; for Michael Shubart, 393. These 



lix were the dected members. Those six foUowiiig had 
Totes, each, viz., David Rittenhowro, 278 ; Timothy Mat* 
lack, 268 ; Jonathan B. Smith, 273; Jacob Schriner, 26^; 
Thomas Wharton, Junicnr, 268 ; Jose|^ Parker, as above, 
he being chosen by both parties. Votes " For No Coim- 
cillors," 406; « For CounciUors,^^ 211. * * 

November Bth. * * The members chosen for [Jhe] 
County of Philadelplua, yesterday, were, Robert Know, 
523 ; John Dickinson, 419 ; George Gray, 41^ ; T. Potts, 
407 ; Isaac Hu^, 282 ; Fi^eriek Antis, 275. '« For No 
Councillors," 370 ; " For Councillors," 133. Sheriff ww 
William Masters, by [a^ large majority. For Corona, 
Robert Jewel. For sundry pieces of material intelligences, 
see Pennsylvania Journal, Numb. 1770. * ♦ 

Sih, * * Past six, went to the Philosophicat 
Hall ; called there by notices, to consider a Set of In- 
structions to be handed to a Town Mating, which was 
concluded to be called on Third Day next, nine o'clock, 
forenoon, at the State House, there to settle them, in (uder 
to have ready to present to the members of this City and 
County at their meeting in General Assembly on the Nine- 
teenth instant.* Broke up about nine. * * 

lOth, * * A report prevails to-day that on the 
tweniy*«ighth, there w^re killed in that skirmish, of our 
Enemy, one Colonel, eight officers, and a number of pri- 
vates ; and that thirty Hessian Chasseurs came over to our 

* The Constitotioii of September, 1776, lecured to the people of Peub 
iylvania " The Right of Instruction" ia the following woids, Chapter I, 
Section 16> The Declaration of Rights. " That the people have a right 
to assemble together to consult for their common good, to instruct their 
Representatives^ and to apply to the Legislature for redress of grievanoea 
by addrees^tition, or remonstrance.'^ 
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aide, and bronglit with ^em a tliree poimdfer hnm pieoe ; 
and that Gen. Howe had. drawn off Ten Thousand of hb 
troope, in oidcir lo pass at Dobbs's Ferry, and «o penetrate 
through tile Jen^s to y^ns City, and that Howe's troopH had 
indiseruninateiy plundered on Long Isknd botii Whigs and 
Tones, in particuliff, Samuel Nottingham, a noted Qnak^ 
Preacher and -— — Ri^Ija, who now lies himself in con* 
fittenenl for Toryism, in Gonaeoticut Goverament* 

Jffbvember l%ih» * ^ For sundry pteees of publte oc* 
eimnmces, see Pennsylvania JonmaU Numb. 1T71. * * 

) I4th* * ♦ News today of Guy Carlton's leav* 
Img Crown Poiat| on the Second [of 3 October, and re» 
tsming to Canada ; also of the enemy's leaving their lines 
at York Istaad mid embarkkig, it's sud, in thi^ee or four 
koudred sail of transports; left Sancty Hook, steering for 
the Southward, and, it's expected, to pay i^ visit to this City^ 
IBee Evenhig Post, Numb. 264. 

15M. * * HandbiUs were publi^ed last mght 
by etder of Congress nod Council <^ Safety, requesting the 
inhdbitants of tb» State to put themselves in a martial arrays, 
9Bd march by companies and parts of companies, as they 
aoidd be ready, and march with the utmost expedition to 
this City. * • 

161^ * * Past three, went below the Swedes' 
Church to 4he launching of one of the galleys eaUed The 
• * * • No news respecting the enemy. 

IBih, * * Aeeooat spread to day of Gt&. 
Howe'rtaking Fort Wai^ngton, last Sevenlh I)ay» in the 
aftetadon, but this is not ciedked but by our enemies, and 
^e tinu»o«B and &in^hearted amongst os. 

2Mk * «^ TheTtducOoB of Fort Washington is 
confirmed by intelligence received by Congress. For this 



lid MASffilUIx's [}^TJ^ 

and Other ^ieees of ocoarrences, see Pemuylvania Jomnal, 
Numb. 1T72. 

November 21a/. * * Ykited this mormng by Frederidi 
Kuhl, on account of Capt. Moebak, a Dmiish Officer, in 
order to intercede with Gol. Hancock for a Captaincy in 
the Marines. * * . 

22d. * * News last night c^ Sykes^s new 
brig, and, it's said, two other provision vessels, taken udd 
carried into New York by our British enemies. Four or 
five sea vessels came up to-d^y ; there is some salt in one 
of them. * * * Express just brought account of the 
enemy's taking Fort Lee on the Twenty-First instant, l^ 
sttrprise, our people being careless. ** * One of those 
ftea vessels, arnved this forenoon, it-s said, is a laige dap, 
a Prize feom die Montgomery Privateer, but fiQxA, where 
didnotlearu. 

23d. * * This was also the stormy day^ raised 
throng James West 

2&th. * * Oa the twenty-fonrth was Inoiigfat 
in^ a Prize, the Ship lately commanded by Samuel Riehr 
ardson. ^he was taken cm ber voyage from Barbadoes^ lo 
Liveq;>ool, by the Continentad Sloop Independence, CvpL 
Touhg; was mounted with four guns and had on board 
Twenty Thousand [Dollars], two tons and a hatf of ivory, 
one hundred bars of iron. 

27th, * * News to day is, that the enemy 
intends to make a push for Phikdelpfaia. It's said, part of 
their force is en^arked, either to go up the Ddaware. and 
make their attack at both sides at once, or else to amuae the 
Southern States and prevent their sending any assistance te 
Philadelphia. See Pennsylvania Joum^, Numb. 1778. 
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November 28th. * ^ This morning a laiffe and re- 
spectable company met at the State House to consider the 
present alarming affairs of the State. It's said General 
Mifflin spoke animatedly pleasing, which gav^ great satisfac- 
tion. * * 

30^A. ''^ ^ No news from camp this day, as I 
could learn, but there is an account of two very valuable 
prizes' being carried into some port to the Eastward. ^ * 

December 2rf. * * This City alarmed with the news 
of Howe's army's being at Brunswick, proceeding for this 
place. Drums beat: a martial appearance: the shops shut: 
and all business except preparing to disappoint our enemies 
laid aside. I went to [the] Coffee House ; then to children's ; 
then home^ then back to the Coffee House and other parts 
of the City; then home; dined there. Our people then 
began to pack up some things, wearing and bedding, to send 
to the place; After dinner, I went to [the] State House ; 
conversed with Jacobs, Speaker of Assembly , with Robert 
Whitehill, J. Dickinson, Gen. Mifflin, &c. To [the] Coffee 
House ; then home ; drank tea ; then down town. Ac- 
counts brought that General Lee was near our army wi^ 
ten thousand men. Various but great appearances of our 
people's zeal. Came home near nine; then went down 
again as far as the children's. Some gondolas gone up for 
Trenton and some companies marched. 

Sd?. * * One gondola just gone past for 
Trenton; some troops in motion; after dinner « * ^ 
[The] Light Horse and some of the Militia Went out of town. V 
Numbers of families loading wagons with their furniture^ 
&c., taking them out of town. * * * Drank tea at home ; 
then went with a number of deeds to son Chnslopher's ; put 
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^m iBto his mm chest * * * No news to he depeoded 
upon this day. 

December 4tih. * * Great nambera [of] people moving, 
and militia, with Proctor's company and two field pieces, 
wagons, ice. No news to be depended upon bat that one 
hundred and fifty sail of vessels left New York last First 
Day, bat not known by as whither, and that Creneral Lee, 
with ten thousand men, was within a few miles of the re- 
gulars. 

5th. * ♦ After dinner, went in company with 
Paal Fooks, Thomas Smith, and Leonard Keassler, a beg- 
^ng for old clothes for the naked soldiers coming from camp. 
In the evening, sent for by Council of Safety. I waited on 
them. It was to request I woald jmn with som^ other citi- 
Bcns in providing necessaries for the sick and needy si^diers 
returning from the camp. I readily agreed. 

6^A. * * Dined at home; afterwards went in 
[the] chair with my son to the Bettering House, having sent 
some of the sick there, in order to provide lor their reception ; 
thence to sundry places in the City, as the sick came in very 
fast this day. * * 

7th. * * To sundry places wiA some of my 
brethren, to jdaee the returning soldiers in separate houses 
and send the very sick and weak to the Bettering House; 
providing also fire wood imd straw wi^ sundries at the dif- 
ferent places. * * 

8^^. * * Went to our office, appomted in Richard 
WilUng's house, in Second Street ; came home to dinner ; 
^en went back to the said place in order to provide and give 
necessary directions for the sick soldiers, Su^ News btought 
of Oeneral Howe's intentionB of bringing las army by land 
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through the Jerseys to this Oity. Martiii Law declared» // 
and Gen. Putnam constituted chief ruler in this Province.'*^ 

Dee&niber 9th.* * All shops ordered to be shut; the 
Militia to march into the Jerseys ; all in hurry and confu- 
sion; News that Gen* Howe is cm his march; attend at 
our office the sick soldiers, &c. 

lOM. * * Our people in confusion, of all ranks, 
sending all their goods out of town into the country. News 
brought that our army had sent their heavy baggage from 
Trenton [to] this side of the river ; the enemy advancing 
in great ord^r, and was at Brunswick. This day, attended 
forenoon and afternoon [at] the aforesaid office. Great 
numbers of sick soldiers arriving into the town. 

lUA. * * Further accounts of the rapid process 
of Gen. Howe. Our Congress leaves this City for Baki- 
more. The militia going out fast for Trenton : s^ets full / 
of wagons, going out with goods. * * 

12^A. * * News that Howe's Light Horse were 
-at Princeton, and that Gen. Washingtou, with all bis 
troops, had come over [the] Delaware. Attended forenoon 
and aftemooii ,at [the] office ; numbers of sick soldiers 
arriving. * * * We sent one wagon load of household 
goods to the Trap, as did my sons to a place near. 

13/A. * * Accounts of Howe's army's coming 
into Trenton, and part of theih going [to] and received into 
Burlington by the Friends there; The Friends here moved 
hut little of their goods, as they seem to be satisfied that if 
Oen. Howe should take tfiis City, as many here imagined 
that he would, their goods and property would be safe; 
other people still sending their goods. * * 

* See Aj^)eiklix (E.) 

L 
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Deeembtr I4fh. * * Alarming and fresh accounts of 
Howe^s near approach ; people hurrying out of town. * * 

15M. * * Accounts that Howe's troops had at- 
tempted to cross our river, at several places and several 
times, hut always repulsed, so that he could not effect it 
Qur troops increasing and in high spirits^. 

I6th. * * Much the same as yesterday, except 
an account that Gen. Lee was taken prisoner through 
treachery. * * 

17/A. * * Accounts that Howe's army were re- 
turning back to Brunswick, and that many of our citizens 
were in his camp, having deserted over to him. 

ISth * * Great numbers of the Country Militia 
coming in to go to join Gen. Washington's army. * * * 
News that our army intended to cross at Trenton into the 
Jerseys. 

I9th * * Numbers oif Country Militia coming 
into town. A large number of our troops left this^City to 
join some in the Jerseys^ in order to pursue and attack a 
number of Hessian troops, who, it's said, had come as far 
as Moorestown, this side of Mount Holly^ in the Jerseys. 
It's sdd that the Generals Sullivan and Gates had joined 
General Washington's army, and that the enemy were forti- 
fying Bordentown. 

20th. * * Waited on Gen. Putnam respecting 
firewood's being cut for the soldiery, as little came now by 
water. * * * No news stirring to be depended on. 

21^^ ♦ ♦ Past nine, went to our office, thence I 
waited upon Gen. Putnam ; then back to the office ; past 
twelve, waited upou [the^ Council of Safety, respecting 
their sending hands to cut firewood for the troops in and 
about the City. * * ♦ News brought that a ship from 
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England mounting eighteen guns, having fifty-odd officen 
and two Generals sent to replace all officers here in Ame? 
rica that were Parliament men, who were sent for home, 

was taken by , Capt. — , one of our Continental ships / 

and carried into . Great numbers of our Country 

Militia are daily arriving in this City. This day the Ame- 
rican Crisis, No. 1., written by T. Paine, was published. 

22d. * * No news I heard to day from camp, 
(nor no account of Poll as yet.) 

23d. * • With Dr. Allison to College, some of 
the Country Militia being quartered there. * * * Yester- 
day, it's said, the Brig Andrew Dona, arrived from Saint / 
Eustatia, with goods on account of Congress. It's said she 
has taken two or three prizes, not arrived ; that she ran 
through the several men-of-war now lying in our Capes. 

25th. * * This day, numbers of men came in 
from [the] back counties, and a detachment of Three Thou- V 
sand, with Gen. Putnam, was agreed upon to leave this City 
and pass into the Jerseys to-morrow morning. The men 
were in high spirits. * * 

2^h. * * Waited upon General Putnam respect- 
ing some orders for sick soldiers ; thence to [the] Council 
of Safe^, on account of the Commissary's refusing to grant 
rations to poor sick soldiers, coming to town without their 
officers. ^ * 

27th. * * News brought this day of our troops 
under Gen. Washington's attacking Trenton yesterday J 
morning, having fceat the enemy and drove them out of 
town; and that this day were landed in this Province from 
thence. Nine Hundred and eighteen Hessians ; one Colonel, 
two Lieut. Colonels, Three Majors, four Captains, Eight 
Lieutenants, Twelve Ensigns, Two Surgeon's mates, Nmety 
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nihe Sergeants; Twenty-five drummers, nine musicians, fi?e 
servants, seven hundred and forty-five privates ; One thou- 
^isaad stand of arms, and six brass fi^d pieces, twelve six 
and four pounders, three standards, &c., with^ th0 ammu- 
nition for the six brass field pieces. 

December 28M. * * To [the] Council of Safety, 
y in order to procure wood for the Associators' wives, gone 
to camp. Got an order for Wm. Coates, tanner, to supply 
them. * * * The news of yesterday confirmed, and that 
our militia crossed the river into the Jerseys yesterday, and 
that the Hessian prisoners are expected from Newtown, 
Bucks County, into this City to-morrow. This morning, 
Capt. Proctor's company, with two field pieces, ammunition 
y/ and baggage, left this City for head quarters in Bucks 
County or elsewhere, as did some hundreds of country 
tnlMa. It's said Three Thousand went for camp yesterday, 
headed by Gen. Putnam, all in high spirits and warm 
clothing. 

SOth, *^ Near eleven, the Hessian prisoners, 
to the amount of nine hundred, arrived in this City, and 
onade a poor, despicable appearance. Numbers of the 
militia, with three field pieces, crossed our river from this 
Oi^ to-day, and many of the prisoners tak^n on Long 
island, returned to this City very poorly and weak. It's 
-said they were allowed but half allowance by Gen. Howe 
during their imprisonment. * * 

31«/. * * More of our poor prisoners coming 
into town. * * * More Hessian prisoners, with the officers, 
icame to town this evening from the Jerseys. 
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Jamtary \st. * * More Hessians and their officers, 
with many of their wounded, brought to town this day and 
evening. 

2nd. ^ * A number of sick soldiers arrived from 
New York, being discharged by Gen. Howe, after a tedious 
imprisonment, being starved by the enemy, * * * To the 
office after presenting, by request, to [the] Council of Safety, 
a petition to them respecting a testimony put forth by the 
meeting of sufterings, the twentieth [of] last month, signed 
by J. * * P. * * 

3rcf. * * News flying about of an engagement 
between our forces and those of the enemy at Trenton. 
This raises the spirits of the Tory party, who are in great 
expectation of Howe's success. Published this day the Re* 
solve of Congress and Council of Safety, respecting the 
establishing of the Continental Currency. 

4^. * * The news of the day, and confirmed 
by express, it's said, just arrived at nine at night, is that Gen. 
Washington occupied part of Trenton, and Howe the other 
with the main body of the British army. Our General 
being informed of Gren. Howe's advancing with four thou- 
sand men, went privately at midnight in order to intercept 
Ebwe, and meeting with him at Maidenhead, an engage- 
Bient ensued early in the morning, when the enemy, stand* 
ing a smart fire for half an hour, gave way, when Gen. 
Washington pursued them to Princeton, when the Fortieth 
Regnnent took refuge in the College, which our Greneral 
summoned to surrender, or else he would fire the building 
and bum them in it; upon whieh they all surrendered. 
Tiiey likewise took three hundred prisoners on the road 
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with eight field pieces, &c. Be also sent off two brigadfli 
to the relief of that part of his army he left behind him to 
anase the main body of the enemy at Trenton, which 
decamped as soon as they heard of Gen. Washington'* 
victory, and filed off towards Pennytown, Thanks to (Sod 
lor this victory ! 

January 6th. * * Yesterday Gen. Putnam left thk. 
eity for the camp with five hundred men, and Gen. Irving 
is to have command of this city in his absence. It's furth^ 
said that Gen. Washington is appointed sole dictator for the 
space of six months. 

7th. * * The gondolas returned to this city and 
brought some Tory prisoners with them, taken in the 
Jerseys. It was the severe freezing upwards that brought 
the gondolas down. 

dth. * * This afternoon, were brought to town, 
between seventy and eighty English prisoners, (among whom 
it's said were some of their Light Horse,) who were sent to 
our new prison. * * 

10^. ** It's said that Col. Scott has taken 
sixty or seventy Highlanders with a great many baggage- 
wagons, and that part of Col. Smith's riflemen had taken 
twenty-seven Tories (killed seven) with four baggage- 
wagons loaded with plunder, part of which, to the value of 
Seven or Eight Hundred Pounds' worth, they sold at Bur- 
lington yesterday. The^ remainder was brought this day to 
the city with the prisoners. * * 

12th. * * This morning all the officers and 
soldiers belonging both to the Continental army [and] the 
troops of this State or militia (Col. Fleming's Regiment 
from Virginia excepted) now in this city, were, by order 
from the General yesterday, to assemble in the barradc« 



17T7.] MwttwMBMioicmaL. 1S7 

yiard al ten o'clock, wkh their arras aod accoutremeotii^ 
under pain of being severely punished for neglect. The 
troops are to draw three days' provisions this day, wbidi 
itre to be innaiediately cooked. For what end this manosutra 
is intended, i^ a profound secret to the public. By accoUDls 
from the Jerseys, we hear that a body of militia of that 
State, under Gen. Maxwell, attacked and defeated one Regi- 
inent of Highlanders, and one of Hessian troq>s, at Spank's 
towa on this day was a week. * * 

Juntmry 13^ * * A number of Hessians, Wak 
deckers, ^sc,, prisoners, came to town this evening. * * 

14^. *^ * A number of sick soldiers coming in. 
Visited to^ay by Dr. Shippen, Jr., who being chief physi* 
cian for the army here, proposed the taking of the sick 
soldiers from the sundry houses in this city, where they 
are now placed, into the House of Employment to* 
morrow. This proposal I communicated to the Council of 
&ifety, (who had requested me to take charge of the akk 
soldiers about a month past,) in order for their determina«. 
tion, but received no answer this evening, as they weri 
very busy. * * 

15^. * * To the Treasurer Nesbit's and Co. 
Received Five Hundred Pounds, by order of [the] Gom- 
Qiittee of Safety, for the relief of the sick soldiers. * * 

16th. * * This morning marched out the Virw 
gtnia Ninth Regiment for the Camp. * * * Just come to 
town *" * * a number of Light Horse from Virginia. I 
Gbunled with officers seventy men, well accoutred. About 
Aoon was brought to town, a number of prisoners. * * * 
Tim aflernoon, was buried from the City Tavern, Gfen* 
Meicer (who died in Princeton of the wounds received there 
the third instant) with aU the honours of war, on the south 
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of Christ Charch Yard, his body having been brouglrt 
to town the FiAeenth instant for that purpose. * * 

January Vlik. * * Afler breakfast, went to the office, 
where the members present last night, met and agreed to 
send two members with our application to the Council of 
Safety, The members were Thomas Leach and William 
Ball, who brought for answer to us that we should proceed 
in our appointment as before, without paying any regard to 
Dr. Wm. Shippen's notices, d^c, upon which we resumed 
our former care and regard to the sick soldiers and prisoners. 
This forenoon, Capt. Wm. Shippen was interred with mili- 
tary honours in St. Peter's Church Yard, he being killed in 
the engagement the third instant, with Gen. Mercer, and 
brought to this city with him, to be buried here with his 
iamily, * * * Set to cut some sheets of Continental money 
as I had done some evenings before, for the contenicmce of 
having cash to defray [the] expenses of the office, and to 

v^'^ supply, in part, the wants of the wives of the Associators 
of Captains Bower's and Brewster's companies, now in the 
Jerseys. * * 

\^h. * * This day sundry troops left the city 
for the camp ; also it's said that fourteen hundred mHi- 

j tia men arrived in this city from Maryland and our back 
counties, as did a number of sick soldiers from New York. 
Yesterday was published the second number of the Ame- 
rican Crisis, by Common Sense, author of the first. Sun* 
dry pieces of news to^lay, but none to be depended upon 
fVom the camp, except that Gren. Washington had his head- 
quarters at Morristown, and Gren. Sullivan with his advanced 
guard at Chatham, about five miles distance, and that Glen. 
Howe was at Amboy and the heights of Brunswick wlUi 
his army, and had sent Gen. Lee prisoner with a very 
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iEtroBg guard, eonsistbig of «U hia light*horse and mTaotry 
from the latter to die former, three days ago. * *" 

Jamtary 19th. * * This week past, went out of 
(Ims City, three or four companies of the Virginia iight-horse, 
commanded by sandry captains, for our camp at Morris* 
town, * * 

20th. * * A number of the militia came to the 
city to-day from [the] country, as did some, say two com- / 
panics, of light-horse from Virginia. In the evening were 
brought thirteen Tories, it's said from Crosswicks in the 
Jerseys, under a guard. ^ * 

2lsL * * Deal of floating ice in the river so as 
to prevent the plunder of a number of Tories in the Jerseys 
(part of which, it's said, to the amount of thirty-seven 
wagons, is arrived at Wm. Cooper's ferry, &c.,) from being 
brought over to this city. * * * It's said that several hun- 
dred soldiers arrived in town from the lower parts of thiB 
Province and Maryland, and that several more Tories are 
brought in this day from the Jerseys, among whom is CoL 
Charles Read, f 

22nd. About twelve came into town from 
Morristown in the Jerseys, the Second Battalion of City^/ 
Militia, commanded by Col. Bayard, with their baggage 
wagons, &c. * * * A number of troops from the back parts 
came to town this day, it's said, eight hundred ; as did also 
Gen. Thomas Mifflin from the camp. It is said that Gen, 
M^^Dougall, with a detachment of about fiileen hundred 
New Englandmen, has taken possession of Fort Washing- 
Ion, ^be mrniber of [the] garrison w1k> are prisoners of 
war is trilling, but the military stores are considerable. 

t From the twenty-fiwt of January to the early part of April, Mr. 
MsrahaU wat eonfioed to faia htfoae by a severe attack of IHneM. 
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January 2Srd. * * Accounts from tlie army are tbat 
within these three or four days, there have been several 
skirmishes in the East Jerseys, in which our troops have 
always beat the enemy. About three miles up the Raritan 
from Brunswick, a party of our army attacked a large body 
of the enemy and took near six hundred head of cattle, 
upwards of fifty wagons, fifty or sixty butts and casks of 
oil, and a number of English horses of the dray breed, 
which were so emaciated that they were scarce able to 
walk. 

2Ath. * * Last evening, came from the camp, the 
Light Infantry of [the] First Battalion of City Militia, also 
were brought the remains of Ensign Antony Morris, Junr., 
who was killed at Princeton, bravely supporting the cause of 
Liberty and Freedom ; buried this afternoon in Friends' 
burial ground in a very heavy shower of rain, and without 
military honours, it being the request of his relations to the 
General that he should be so interred. This morning, came 
to town, three or four of our field pieces with the train. In 
the afternoon also arrived from twenty to twenty-five of our 
City Light Horse, being dismissed from camp with the 
thanks of Gen. Washington, as part of the Virginians had 
joined him, and one company of the said corps arrived in 
this city yesterday on their way to Gen. Washington's 
camp. * * * It is again asserted for a fact that New 
York was taken last Thursday night by the Ccmtinental 
army. * * 

25th. * ^ Great quantities of backwoocbmen 
coming to town this day ; so many that with what were 
here. before, an order was issued for the billeting of them in 
the non-associators' houses, which was put into execu^n 
in our part of the City. This day, some companies of 
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troop^ left this City for the Jerseys, as yesterday did the 
Virginia Light Horse for the camp. This aAernoon was 
interred in the [old Presbyterian] burial ground [Col. John 
Haselet of the Lower Counties] with military honours, at- 
tended) it's said, by great numbers of people of diflferent 
ranks. This afternoon, set out for Easton, the Commis- 
sioners appointed to confer with the different tribes of In- 
dians to be assembled there, on a treaty. 

January 28^ * * N. B. The Lottery for these 
States began selling their tickets this day for the First 
Class. * * 

80zA. * * The accounts of the cruelty and 
wantonness of our enemies, the English, could scarcely be 
believed, were they not authenticated by proper witnesses ; 
another instance of which is the news of the day, that being 
in possession of Rhode Island (a town of about seven hun- 
dred houses,) and which made no resistance, yet afler 
plundering the inhabitants indiscriminately, Tory and Whig, 
[they] set it on fire and consumed it. Further particulars 
expected. * * 

February Is^. * * This day was published the King 
of Britain's Speech to both Houses of his Parliament, dated 
October 21st, 1776, (No Poll.) For public occurrences, 
See Evening Post, Numb. 308. 

4^. * * This day was published the Law of 
our Assembly enforcing the Continental Currency and the 
Bills of Credit emitted by Resolves of the late Assembly, 
making them a legal tender, and for other purposes therein 
-mentioned. 

M^*, * ^ The news of the day, as I am in- 
fiMrmed, is the electing of five members by oar AssemUy 
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to TeprewDt this State in Congress. Hie geetlemai deotal 
imre Dr. Franklin, Robert Morris, WiUiam Moore, Jooa* 
tina B. Smith and Qen. Roberdeau. * * 

JFbbrtmry 7th. ^ * A number of troq)s from the hack 
counties, Maryland, &c., which were placed in Non-Asso- 
ciators' houses in difl^rent proportions, as, to the fitness of 
their houses. * * 

19th. * * Account is that six or seven saH of 
trading vessels are in the river, amongst which [are] two 
from [the] French West Indies with sundry passengers, 
&c. ; one a prize from our Privateer Rattlesnake. 

20ih. * * Thomas Salter came and paid me, 
as I think, a religious visit, as our conversation turned upon 
tiat point calmly and soberly till near dusk. * * 

2lst. * * On the Fourteenth instant, the follow- 
tng persons were elected at the State House, Thomas Whar- 
ton, Jr., Councillor, and Col. Bull, Col. Moore, Major Lollar 
and Col. Coates, members of Assembly for Philadelphia 
County. It's said the Hon, John M'Kinley is appointed 
Governor and Commander in Chief in the Ddaware 
State. * * 

22nd. * * Gen. Farmoah, French c^cer, came 
to town some days past, and amongst other things inlonned 
P. Fooks, that some days past Gen. Howe sent a flag to 
Gen. Washington, proposing a cessation of arms for three 
oionths. Gen. Washington answered he could not grantit, 
as he was prepared and ready to receive him in battle, when 
he i^aased. * * 

2Zrd. * * I am informed that yesterday aAeff* 
noon Miyor 8 * * and near sixty*six Tones were brought 
irom the Jerseys into this City, under a strong guard (i 
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of them in irons) and confined in the New Jail. Our As- 
sembly haye appointed James Wilson, Delegate to Congress 
in addition to our members, and George Clymer as Delegate 
in the stead of Wm. Moore, who resigned. * * 

February 27th. * * This day, it's said, were brought 
to this City, six brass field pieces with their proper appen- 
dages, that were taken from the Hessians at Trenton in 
December last. * * 

March Srd to 1th. * * I was severely handled by a 
pleuritic pain in my right side. This continued both day 
and night for the whole of this week. I was blooded, blis- 
tered on my side, some nights could not lie down, but 
obliged to sit up all night, yet to the praise of God be it 
spoken, his Good Spirit wonderfully assisted me under this 
grievous affliction, so that I comforted tnyself in the hea- 
venly support, I now witnessed to be daily admiiiistered. 
Blessed be thy name. Amen. 

^th to 2lst. * * Exceeding weak, so that I was 
scarcely able at times to read. I was generally more or 
less visited every day by numbers of acquaintances, but in 
particular by Whitehill, Bonham, Thorn, Foster, and also 
by Paul Fooks, this being the first of his going out. Thus 
I have been visited by this disorder, which brought me 
on through length of time down to this day by weak- 
ness, so low, that death appeared at times not far off, yet 
through the mercy of our great God, and through the vigi- 
lance, industry and care of my wife (who really has been 
and is a blessing unto me) I still live, to his eternal praise^ 
in hopes I may dedicate the remainder of life unto his honour 
and praise, who has thus preserved me, to whom be glory 
now and forever more, Amen. 



March Bls$. ^ * This day was banged Moleswordii 
being convicted of treasonable practices against tbis States f 
J^9ril 7th. * * Eat breakfast soon, as my wife was 
getting ready to go a journey witb my son Christopher 9M 
ftr as Lancaster, in order to view a house and lot that were 
to be sold by Col. Coat, in order for me and family to remove 
there as I am so poorly in my health, and to be out of tbe 
difficulties, should this City be invaded, as I was not capa- 
ble of rendering any assistance. They went away on 
horseback about eleven o'clock. * * 

19^. * * Account came of Ship [Morris] fhxa 
France's being chased by three men of war for a whole day» 
[The Captain] findftig he could not get clear ran her aground 
and blew her up, afier securing all her papers and crew« 
But Captain Anderson himself staying too long was lost 
with the ship. [Account by] express from Lewistown to* 
day, that left it yesterday, of the Roebuck and two otber 
ships' standing up the Bay. By an order of Congress in 
conjunction with [the] board of war, a number of persons 
iu each ward were appointed and went upon duty this di^ 
through this City to take account of all provisions of every 
sort, with rum, wine, sugar, spirits, 6eo. 

14^ * * I had my books that I sent to College 
last fall, brought home this day. It's said that nme men of 
war are in the river. 

16^. ** Near five came Paul Fooks, Dr. Phyla 
and Col. J<^ Cox, who brought the Deeds for the house in 
Iiaaoasteri and executed his to me^ for which I then paid 
Um, he then promising to acknowledge the same with hit 

t See the Life of Geo. JoMph Reed, for a full ac^oiuit of this penoo. 
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wtfe, when she came to town, of which he desired those 
gebtlemen to take notice and remember thn his promise. 

June 6tk. * ♦ Paid John WhitehiH £48 for hauling 
five loads of goods to Lanea^er ; two from I%iladelphia, 
three from the Trap. 

9th. * * This afternoon serere thunder struck 
the steeple of Christ Church ; carried away some parts of 
the ornaments of the Crown on the top of the rods. 

16^. * * All this day at Benjamin's * * * 
Kitty and Charles both gone to town on the news of the 
enemy's marching from Brunswick in two divisions, &c. 

27th, * * Arrived at our house in Lancaster 
near seven. I was really tired, the road V> hilly and stony, 
and I being so poorly. 

Jtiiy 1 1th. ♦ * Sundry Philadelphians, who moved 
here last winter to live, have returned back with their fami. 
Hes this week ; not pleased. 

13^. * * We have had some difficulties to en- 
counter here, as the people here have taken oflfence against 
the Philadelphians, who some of them, have not behaved 
prudently, so that at last the country folks would scarcely 
bring them any thing to market. But Pm in hopes, as some 
are gone and some more going, that the harmony that once 
subsisted will return again. Pve not been able to get a load 
of hay or of wood, as yet, nor pasture for my horse. Had 
not my wife bought a load in the spring, and we sent some 
bushels of oats stowed in our bacon, he must have sufl^red, 
but we have a lot adjoining to us ; though small, it serves 
to turn him in just to stretoh his legs. A bushel of bran 
or shorts can't be procured, but [I] am in hopes after har* 
▼est, we shall get supplied, as I intend to visit some of the 
farmers. I jost give this note by way of memento, to 
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remember some of our diflfeultiee. Y^ I mvat say that Ae 
people of note, that I havo had the pleasure of seeing and 
conversiiig with, have behaved extremely polite and kind to 
me, and some of the females have come and visited my wife 
and more have promised. 

Jukf lah* I went this morning and visited several of 
our Philadelphia friends, and at the same time in company 
with our friend Geoige Schlosser, reminded them, as weU 
as some of our Lancaster friends, whom we visited, of the 
distress poor Dr. Young (decea8ed)'s family was iefl iuy 
most of whom, to their honor be it remembered, gave me 
what they thought proper, in order for me to remit it for 
their relief, the which I accepted and kindly thanked them 
on the family's behalf. * * * This day. Dr. Kennedy sent 
me two wagon loads of firewood, he calls them cords. I 
let him have two entirely new Octavo volumes of Brooks' 
Practice of Physick, for which he is to pay me when I set- 
tle for this wood and what more he brings me. * * 

26th. * * At breakfast, received an afiectionate 
letter from son Christopher, giving particular account of 
the situation of all their families. The account afforded us 
com(brt and satisfaction. In it [he] informed [me that] 
brown sugars were raised in town to £30 per hundred, 
requesting that if I could get at 4s. per lb. I would get one 
hundred weight ; on which I went to town, but the news of 
the prices had reached some here. However, I got, afler 
traversing about, a neat hundred at 45. per pound, and thirty 
pounds extraordinary at 5s, per pound. * * 

29th. * * After dinner, went to visit sundry town's 
people, also to hear what news from Philadelphia, as several 
persons from there this day or two past had reported that 
Gen.. Howe with the English fleet was expected there daily, 



ofty, iheit the fleet was really m the Dekwave met. Ilieee 
reports gave great nneaeineae reqtectiQg our frieada thorey 
bat I could find nothkig forther aa ao express here was 
yet arrited. 

July mtk. * * There has heeo for these two weefce 
past ia agkalion by the friends of the States of Amenca ia 
this place, a plan ia order to form a Society under the nasoe 
of the C^v^il Society, m order to assist the present plan of 
goyernment, whereby each member will be called upon tO' 
tacke the Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance or leave the 
State. This meets great opposition from a Junto, who call 
themselves Moderate men, and [maintain] that no man 
s&ould be compelled to be honest. 

81^. ^ '^ Advice by express yesterday from 
Philadelphia, was that one division of the enemy's fleet was 
seen off our capes, steering for them ; that Congress had 
demanded Four Thousand Militia from the States to jom the 
Oontinental Army, which was marching towards PhiladeU 
phta in three divisions, one by Reading, one by Trenton 
ferry, but the main body with Gen. Washington to Corryell's 
ferry, to join as oecasionally. * * 

Augiist 1st, ^ ^ I afterwards spent some time in reH* 
gious conversation with a Menonist Preacher at Dr. Neff's. 
In the afternoon I was visited by another named Benja. 
Ereson, Jr., who brought me their Confession of Faith to 
peruse. * * * No news of any moment by the post last 
night, except that the enemy was seen off the Capes, that 
Philade^>hia was pretty quiet, and the Militia all ready to 
turn out. Brown Sugar at 7s, per pound. * * * News that 
some of the enemy's ships were got to Reedy Island; 
whether true or not remains doubtful* 

N 
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Augu9t%nd. Just heard from [a] paisefeg^m the Stage 
Wagon arrived last night, who left Philadelphia FHih Daj 
iBoming,t that the alarm gims were fired as they came away, 
and the citizens in great hurry and bustle. ^* * Expreas 
arrived to-day' for six hundred wagons to go directly 
for Philadelphia, and for the Lieutenant of the County to 
have the militia ready for marching, as two hundred and 
fifty sail of vessels were seen off our Light House, standing 
in for the Capes. 

Zrd. * ^ It's said that news is come from 
Philadelphia that Howe's fleet has entirdy left the Bay, and 
gone they don't know where. 

4t4. * * Came back before dinner. I was much 
disturbed after I came, our girl Poll driving her same 
stroke of imprudence as when she was in Philadelphia, and 
her mistress so hoodwinked by her as not to see it, which 
gave me much uneasiness, and which I am determined nol 
to put up with. * * 

bth. * * No news but that in short, the Ene- 
my on the Thirty-first was oft* our Capes, but suddenly 
moved away; that Gen. Washington with some of his 
troops was in Philadelphia, but most of them at German- 
town and the Falls ; the militia in motion in order to give 
the enemy, if they came up the river, which had been sus- 
pected, a warm reception; every thing of clothing and 
eatables extremely dear. In the evening I went down into 
town ; learned that the County Court was opened this day 
in a very regular manner, and the business conducted 
decently. * * 



t Thuraday, July 31tt The Stage Wagon was two days traveliiig 
•izty milee. * 
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August 6A. * * Oat Court broke up yesterday with 
ffeat decorum. * * 

ink. * * News from Pittsburgh by express tUt • 
dsiy from Gen. Hand, that* the fort was like to be invested 
by three thousand Canadians^ Indians, Regulars, d^c., and 
that we had but eighty men in [the] fort, and about eight 
hundred could be o^ected soon. * * 

15th. * * To writing, being engaged at times 
for this week past in correcting the Annuals of the Brethren 
at Ephrata, left with me by Peter Miller and Obed 
when here to visit me. * * 

20th, * * I gave to James Cannon, to carry to 
the Widow Young, the donations I collected in this place, 
which, with my own, amounted to Seventeen Pounds, six 
shillings. * * 

2lst. ^ * I was at Dr. Neff's, where James 
Webb, a mason, came for some medicine, who related that 
about four years ago, about six in the morning, he saw in 
the sky before the door the likeness of a great snake with- 
out a head, who shaking his tail made all about there to 
tremble, and that at [the] same time fiery balls were seen 
to fly about at Germantown. f This he interpreted was our 
present war, which we carried on without any head, and so 
we should come to nothing. This afternoon I finished my 
correcting of the manuscript or History of the Brethren at 
Ephrata, containing four hundred and eighty«eight quarto 
pages. N. B. The said Webb asserted that our present 
Assembly were not regularly chosen, as they were voted in 
by a parcel of soldiery and apprentice boys : therefore, their 
laws were not worth regarding. 

t Sm Appendix F. 
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L * * Went asd agreed with J#se^ Wal- 
ter, the barber, to call and shave me twice a week at thirty* 
. tiJc iriMllitigs a yean * * * This <fey, it's said, that Capt 
IK^ultough has taken upon him to exaraioe all stmagevs 
passing throi^h here respe<^ng taking the test, which 
several coi^plied with and took the same, but John HolHngSk 
^ head refused, for which he was committed to the Jail <^ 
Laocasfter* No news yet from Howe. * * 

22rd4 * * By express last night the militia 
cm their march down were countermanded, on acoount of 
the Indians' breaking in on the frontiers. * * * In the even- 
ing came George Schlosser and Benja. Harbeson, who 
hrooght account of the defeat of Lieut. Ooh Bern by Gen. 
Stark OQ the sixteenth instant, who eomrmanded a body of 
mostly militia, who wholly routed his army and took a great 
mimber of prisoners. For particulars, see Pennsylvania 
Journal, Numb. 1804. * * 

24^. * ^ Sent our negro woman and girl Poll 
lo Friends' Meeting. Wife and I stayed at home to keep 
the boys out idf the orchard. After dinner I took a walk 
with Oapt. Markoe to the barracks ; stayed there till the 
English, Scotch and Irish prisoners, to the number of two 
httndved, marched out under a strong gus^rd to Reading. * * 

^th. * * To [the] barracks ; waited till o&f 
diviabn of Hessian pnsoners, oonsistiiig of three hundred 
and forty-five, marched out under a jstrong guard (with some 
women and baggage wagons, as the pr^ners yester^y 
hftd done,) for Lebanon. * * 

2Mk. * * News that Gen. Washingtoii, with 
half his army and light horse, passed through Hiifadelphla 
[on] First Day morning, on their way for Wilmington, and 
that Howe, with his fleet, wMfean «ff Eagle Point, but had 
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not landed. On First. Daj morniogy [the] bellnuui went 
KMiiid tUR toWiiy cftlKng upoa the inhabkants that had Hes* 
aian prisoneriy to take them to the barracks and receive 
nceipts forthem^ hut very dtw obeyed. * * 

Augutt 37i4. * * News this momiog is that Howe 
tmd landed his men about eight miles from the Head of Elk. 
It's said that he sent one of his men to this town for a Hes* 
mn man and wcnnan, by name ; that be found them last 
night, and they three set out for his camp this morning. 
This made some people here uneasy, as they were not sent 
afler, but as no horse could be found, Gapt. Markoe lent his 
liorse, vrithout bridle and saddle. (It's from him I had this 
relation this morning.) A parcel of Hessian prisoners sent 
off this day under guard for Lebanon. * * 

28t4. * * News brought that the persons sent 
afler, the Captain and the man, were overtaken and brought 
back. I then went into town just as Samuel Henry, Wil- 
liam Atlee [and] Michael Hubley, were going to the prison 
to examine them. These gentlemen invited Capt. Markoe 
and myself to attend them, which we did, when on the 
examination, both Hewey, the pretended officer, and 

Wood, pleaded innocency, and as their examination 
was written and the reasons for apprehending them also, the 
which was immediately sent to Gen, Washington at head 
quarters, their trial was postponed till an answer comes from 
the Gteneral, and they were ordered in the mean time to be 
confined apart. * * 

29th. * * Yesterday there went from this town 
under guard, three hundred and sixty-five Hessian prisoners 
for Carlisle and adjacent places. 

SOth. * ^ A great stir this morning in town, 
occasioned by some [men] of Col. White, of the Georgia 

»* 
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Sepnent's io¥lHiig ham Icnl niglit. Thi^ wdn fwirawd 
maitaketL ftart of the-caA mg i c oo r w a d , fart iya imak^ 
iritb ail Kit papers, mon m^ni^y his ecttnininioit, JDe., oal 
to be found, though dearehad after all this day. * * * Jm 
Amevening we agaa went into town to hear aews,httt none 
At oeftain, but that the enemy wm in p oee osBb n <^ CeBol 
Gonrt Houae aad Ifead of Elk ; thatour»Rmy waaatChna- 
ltaiiayfaot that our Light Hone }rad been ckywn 4o iml tfaen^ 
JmuI a akirmith and taken some few prisoaien. * "* 

AuguttSlsL * * News of the day» ^USk; Ihat Horn 
was getting his mm on shore alEik ; tindt Ihii^ deserteoi 
liaid oome over to us; that in some akimiisbes, our people 
ked taken about fi>rty prkoners ; that 6en« Washhi^oii was 
at Wilmington. * * * No further news, hot that a aamber 
io£ wi^ons, with the Congress nraterials of printing, press, 
types, &c., wwe just arrived frdm Baltimore. * * 

' September 6^. ** This afteraoon, the two thieves, 
who stole Col. White's oash and trunk, were marched aboat 
a mile and a half out of town, in order, it's said, to he 
hanged, but upon the Colonel's lady's intercession, it's said, 
they were pardoned from death, but received two or three 
hundred lashes each, well laid om their backs aad buttocks. 
A great number of spectators, it's said, were assembled. * * 

8^. * * News came yesterday of a coaspiraey 
amongst some of the garrison of Fort Pitt, in conjunotkm 
with some of the settlers on Red Creds, to deliver i;^ the 
fort to the commander of Detroit, who with sooie Indiana, 
was invited to oome ; but this-discovery has, it'ato be hoped, 
baffled their hellish scheme. * * 

10^. * * Received two letters from Ed. Mihie, 
coTeriog newspapers and Remonstrance of sundry Quakers 
,wd other disaf^ed persons to the Ibiiled States of Ame* 



9iom, to ^ Ckmgnm md to the PfnUent md ODoneiil df 
tys State, one ef Mm Mgiied by tbfee or fowr, the other 
iij tweirt)rvone» A written litt inw mlso lianded about, oon* 
tmmng the naonerof &rty persoas. News (torn the arnrf> 
"ra: that Howeirae adfonoed K> New Gardmiit end hed 
Jeken e nenAber ^af cattle, * '* 

September llth. * ^ News was that the enemy ad- 

•venoedl towards the ConcDNI road to Phfkdelphta ; that part 

-of oar army was gene to Chad's Ford; that several de* 

'serters were gone for Philadelphia ; some, very ^w, come 

here ; that some of the Virgmia forces coming to oar assis* 

isjaoe had crossed {the] Sosquehannah to the amount of one 

thousand ; others on the road. From Fort Pitt that one ot 

^wo persons were apprehended, coming there from Detroit, 

on one of them were found some papers, particularly one 

with the list of names of those ih the fort and in the neigh- 

beurhood, who had declared their allegiance to Geoi^ the 

Third. One of the persons, by name Wm. Oallaher, 

formerly a pedler, had made his escape, for whom a reward 

of six hundred dollars b oflfered. * * 

12«A. * * I went into town, an alarm being 
spread that some of Howe's Light Horse had been seen at 
Peqcp^ Church, about eighteen miles fVom Lancaster. This 
set stmdry people (by report) to pack up their goods and 
some sent them out of town into the country. As there were 
so many flying reports and no certainty, a subscription viras 
prc^osed and carried immediately into execution, for hiring 
tinee men to go as express to wliere the army was, to bring 
•oertaia accounts, which was immediately put in practice, and 
4hree were dispatched. *'** Met Col. Calbreth, who was just 

t Cfawtw County, ?&. 
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oonae from E^tladdpbia* ByhmkafnedAfttthenewsiiitbe 
moroing was the lie of the day* as he had travelled the road 
and saw nooe of the enemy, nor had th^ been there where 
repOTted. He had wkh him a ProclamatioQ puUished bjr 
the Executive CoanciU inviting all perMxis to assist isgainst 
the common enemy. This was lead at Major Wertz'a, 
where many of us w^re collected. * * 

September l^ith. * * Came home in the ev^uag* 
Just then, came to his family, Capt. Markoe, who was pra> 
sent at the engagement on the eleventh instant, near to Con* 
cord Meeting or Chad's ford, between, as he computes^ three 
thousand of our troops under the Generals Maxwell, Sulli- 
van and Stertiog, and eight thousand of the enemy, which 
b^an in the afternoon and continued until dark, in which 
great numbers were slain on both sides, but that our people 
behaved most gallantly, until ordered to retreat, as the 
ground would not admit of our troops' coming to a general 
engagement, as the enemy were in possession of an emi- 
nence that overawed our camp, so they rested for the night. 
The loss on either side was not as yet ascertained. * * 

15th. * ^ Election this day for Burgesses for 
this borough, when Henry DehafT and George Ross, were 
chosen. News of the day is that the Friends sent out of 
townf as priscmers were stopped at Pottsgrove by the Pottses 
there, and they would not su6fer them to proceed any further, 
upon which a company of militia was (ordered from Read- 
ing to take them in charge and convey them to their destined 
post. It's said that Gren. Putnam, with three thousand men, 
! was expected to have been at Philadelphia yesterday ; that 
Gen. Sroallwood with his forces, near twto thousand, was at 

t Philadelphia. 



Wotlii^lMMi uneting ho«8s yesterday, and was ih%n to hi 
joined by some more foroes from the Eastern Shore ; that 
tbice thoosaad Jersey forces were to cross [the] Delaware 
at CJooper's ferry, this day. * * 

iSeptember llih. * * Near twelve, express arrived 
fkMm camp ; brought account that in the action last week, 
oar people had between four and five hundred men killed 
and wounded ; that our eauemyj the English, had near two 
thousand killed and wounded, nine hundred of which wem 
kUled in the action ; that we had not one half of our people 
migaged, bfrt that the enemy had treble our numbers, and 
the fiower o£ their army, yet our people held them in play 
till dark, retreated about six hundred yards, and lost seven or 
eight fidd pieces ; that they were in no wise intimidated but 
in high spirits, efeigerly longing for a iair c^portunity. It's 
said they have been joined since by fo^r thousand troops, 
but from where,, could not learn. It's furth^ said that fout 
Or five hundred volunteers from Virginia, ¥rere at York* 
townf y^st^rday, on their march to join Gen. Washington's 
army. It's ake said that James Rankin, who ran away 
kcst week from h» habitation in York cc^mty on account of 
Itts beii^ accused of forming a scheme to destroy all oat 
magazMoes of ammunition, arms, tents, baggage, provisions^ 
&c., in Laocastetr, Carlisle, York, Reading, &c.| was taken 
about sixteen miles from our enenaes' camp, and secured, 
but where I could Mt laani. * * 

19ih» * * No post come^; supposed tD bo pvc^ 
vented by the enemy on the Toad, as it's «Hdt they wiefe 
near Downingstewn, and our ariiy neaar French Creek, ye»» 
Isfdi^. Thia matmag numbevs of |«o{^ cadM out^m the 

tY«k,P*. 
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UU near our place, in order, it's said, to hear the firing of 
the cannon between our people and the enemy, but I could 
not say that I heard any. * * * Afler (Hnner, went into 
J town ; saw two companies [of] Lancaster militia march 
forward towards the camp. One of our expresses came in ; 
brought a letter dated at Red Lion, yesterday, two o'clock, 
A. M., giving account that the enemy were on full march 
for Philadelphia, and that they intended to follow them in a 
few minutes, so that an engagement nmy be hourly ex* 
pected. * * 

September 20th^ * * It's wonderful to hear and to see 
the progress and fertility of the lying spirit, that moves about 
in and through the di^rent classes of men in this place, 
attended with such twistings, windings and turnings, that 
it seems impossible to fix any truth upon them. * * * Two 
letters from son Christopher and his daughter, letting us 
know that they were all well, but much terrified, as the 
enemy were pushing that way towards Swedes' Ford, and 
that Gen. Washington had sent into their neighborhood and 
the Trap, about eight hundred wagons with stores and sick 
soldiers, &c., and [they] were then momently expecting to 
hear the dismal sound of cannon, and were also at a loss 
what they should do on these momentous occasions. * '^ * 
We sat late, conversing on these melancholy times. 

2l5t. * * Near five, came and stood for some 
considerable time at [the] comer ofB*****'s house, 
the said B * ♦ * * * and James W * * * Sen'r, in a strong 
and zealous conversation. The nearness of, and the har* 
mony of, their two spirits, I was surprised with. The zeal 
that animated them was powerful and strong; gestures and 
motions, various and frequent ; love and attraction by shak- 
ing and holding hands was coaspieuoos. Upon the whote. 
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I was si^fied by tbeir behaTour that they were, though 
difierent in the principles of religion, by the outward pro* 
feasion, yet now animated by one spirirt — the same that 
would enslave and reduce the freedom of America. * * 

September 22nd. * * News of the day is that the ene- 
my hate formed a design to surround and take prisoners 
Gen. Wayne's Brigade. For that purpose, about one in the 
BKnming of the Twenty-first instant, a number of them 
without noise till they entered our lines, then setting up a 
prodigious hideous noise, attacked our people with swords 
and bayonets ; and as our people were some sleeping and 
off their guard, they were thrown into confusion, yet made 
a good retreat, losing neither cannon nor ba^age. It's 
said that we had about one hundred killed, wounded and 
taken prisoners, and that the enemy suffered equally with 
us, notwithstanding their number and the surprise. * * 

2Srd, * * Just afler dark visited by Col. Ross, 
who said he had slept at my sons' [the] night before last ; 
that they were all well, but in trouble as the enemy were as 
nigh to them as six miles ; that they had no time to write, 
as they were sending some of their valuable goods further 
into the country, viz : over Oley Hills.f 

25tJs. * * Visited by Capt. Hervey, who came 
to enquire after news, but none was stirring but the lie o( 
yesterday, (as I had heard) which was that Howe had 
crossed [the] Schuylkill and entered Philadelphia, the twen- 
ty-third instant, without any opposition ; nay further, that 
the City was all in flames. This, Mrs. Taggert told me, a 
man had said before her door yesterday. Thus are many 
of the people in this place imposed upon« # * # Came into 

t Berkf Coonty, Pa. 
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town President Hancock, aad some otbefs of that Deie«^ 

gates. * * 

September UfUh. * * News oftheday was that How9 
was got i&to Philadelphia ; then, no ; then he had cro n > o <> 
Schuylkill ; then that he had returned back ; so that there 
was nothing to be depended upon. 

28ih. * * Ne^s of the day is that three tfaocK 
sand of Howe's army, under G^ Comwallis, entered Pfaila-^ 
delphia last sixth day, in the afternoon. 

29th. "** Took leave of sundry of the Congress^ 
who were setting off for Yorktown. * * * Many of thfr 
mhabitaots of Philadelphia came tO-day and yesterday to- 
this place, as did our President or Governor^ the BxecntiTe 
Council and the members of Assembly, who met here thus 
day in the Court House. News of the day is that Gen. 
Burgoyne and his army are deleated,t himself wounded, and* 
Ticonderoga retaken ; that part of Gen. Howe's army en* 
camped on the commons ikcing the Bettering House ;:|: that 
Gen. Comwallis had made his head quarters at Widow 
Norris's. The remainder of the British army encamped 
along the road to Germantown, and ours were behind- 
them. * * 

SQth, * * News of the day is that last seventh 
day, four men of war came to anchor off our fort,§ in 
order to take it, and the cheveaux de frise, but were re* 
pulsed so as to leave their anchors behind them, and get 

t Bargoyoe was defeated on the lOth of September. He intrenched 
himself on the following day, and was finally defeated and compelled to 
surrender on the 7th of October. 

t This building stood upon the square between Spruce and Pine and 
Eleventh and Twelfth streeU. It was taken down a few yean since. 

f Fort Mifflin. 
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away as fast as they could, being mticli naauled, ^ec, by 
the fort.f 

October 1st. * * It's said that Major Miller, wHh a 
party of men, had made an exeursion from our army to 
A» Rtsing Sun on [the] Gerroantowa Road. On return, 
met some Hessian troops, en^ged them, killed nine [and} 
brought off six prisoners with their accoutrements. * * 

2nd, * * Went into town with CoU McKean, 
who had just called at our house. I visited sundry Dele- 
gates and Assemblymen in Lancaster, having a desire that 
iQ conjunction with [the] Executive Council and the As* 
sembly, some good regulations might be made here in order 
for our protection and fbr our comfortable living here. * * '^^ 
R. Whitehill, Dr. Phyle and self, took a walk to view a 
number of Virginiaas encamped upon the commons, * * * 
thence into the main street near the prison. Met a large 
Bumber of prisoners just brought into town from Bethlehem, 
going to-morrow for Virginia. * * 

9r€L * * Spent some time in conversation with 
sandry persons, respecting a Dutchman called Motchs, 
who said he came from Philadelphia, had a printed pass 
firom 6*. Howe, yet the Magistrates here, with the President 
and Executive Council, all suffered him to pass on his 
journey to York, and then to Philadelphia, as he said. *** 
Three or four hundred Virginians left this place to*day. 

4^. * '* News of the morning is that [James] 
Brooks (the conspirator with Dr. Kearsley,) who has been 
long confined in this jail, made his escape last night, and 
Ais day Caleb Johnson, a Friend and inhabitant of this 
phMie, was axamined before the Council and sent to the pri- 

tFortMiiBiB. 
o 
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800^ as being [wrivy and aceessoryto his escape. ** * News 
of the day, to be depended upon, was that the day before &^ 
Howe entered Philadelphia, beii^ the twenty-fifth [of] last 
month, a number of Tories, saki to amodnt to fbnr or &f^ 
hundred, went out in parade to Germantown, returned and 
triumphed through the streets all the n^ht, taking, securing 
and sending to prison all they could find that they looked 
Upon or termed friends to the Free States of America, 
amongst whom, was and is the parson, Jacob Duch6. My 4M>n 
Befija. writes on the First instant, that most of the Generals 
were viewing the hill near his house, in order, if occastoa 
^required] to make a stand ; that they were moving down, 
and that part of our army and scouts were at Germantown ; 
and that the Generals, Read and Cadwalader, b^ng out oa 
a scout the thirtieth [of j last month, called at the boose 
of Thomas Lewsley, a miller, who not knowing them, told 
them that those two Generals were but a little way from 
there, and that if they (as he took them for two of [the] 
British Light Horse) would pursue^ they nright easily take 
them, for which end he gave them a very fine horse, whkh 
they brought away. My son on [the] back of his letler^ 
dated First instant, says, just now a British Li^t Horse 
[man] passed here a prisoner* taken last nlgl^ with de« 
spatches of consequence to G'. Howe, and is sent with 
them to G^ Washington. 

October 5^. * * Viewed part of [the] Virginia Bat- 
talion, with colours flying, wagons, dtc., marching for 
eamp, and I am informed that a division of three hundred 
took the same route yesterday, via Reading* # * * About 
noon, another party of Virginiansi amounting to near three 
hundred, with wagons, passed through here on their march 
to the camp. 
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October fkh. * * Went into town ; spent chief [part] of 
the afternoon there in converwitiony respecting pablic occur* 
rencesy as the express had just come in ; brought accouml 
«^ a parcel of oar army's moving in three divisions laal 
8»xth Day night, eight or nine miles» and [that they] 
attacked our enemy near five next morning near Chestnut 
Hili ; threw them into disorder and drove their grenadiers 
with others into Qermantown, where they took refuge ia 
churches, houses and meetings, with their cannon (of which 
our people had brought none with them) and as the main 
body of the edemy advanced our little party retreated back 
to their former ground in good order, taking one piece of 
cannon with them, and all their wounded. Accounts say 
that we had killed, wounded and prisoners on our side about 
four hundred, and that the enemy had nearly fifteen hun» 
dred in killed, wounded and prisoners. ^ ^ 

7th. * * About twelve o'clock, marched out 
under a guard of one hundred and twenty militia men, one 
hundred and twenty*three prisoners of English, Scotch and 
Qew levies, for Virginia, with ba^age wagons, &c. *'^* The 
account it's said, to-day brought from Philadelphia by some 
of the Friends from their Yearly Meeting, of the engagement 
last Seventh Day, is that we had two thousand men kilied, 
wounded and taken prisoners, and that our enemies Buf^ 
iered in the same proportion; further, that our late 
Gk)vernor, John Penn, is appointed Governor, and Andrew 
Allen, Lieut. Governor. Between two or three hundred 
Virginians marched through this town to-day for our camp. 
* * * Came to town, this evening, a company of Light 
Horse from North Carolina, near upon fifty, with their 
wagons, &c; put up their horses at the Continental 
stables. * * 
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October Sth. * * In my son's letter are many instances 
of the wanton cruelty they exercised in his neighbourhood, 
amongst which is the burning of the house where Col. Reed 
did live, the house where Thompson kept tavern, with every 
thing in it, all the hay at Col. Bull's, fifteen hundred bushels 
of wheat, with other grain, his powder mill and iron works ; 
destroyed all the fences for some miles, with the Indian corn 
and huck wheat, emptied feather beds, destroyed furniture, 
cut books to pieces at Col. Bayard's ; at one place emptied 
jK>me feather beds, and put a cask of yellow ochre, cask of 
Spanish Brown [and] cask of linseed oil, and mixed them 
all together. So brutal and cruel are all their steps 
marked, it would be tiresome tracing them with a pen. * * * 
Yesterday, after many day's waiting, a sufficient number of 
members of Assembly met, so that they have made a House 
and entered upon public business. * * 

1 \th. * * News of the day is that the slaughter 
in Howe's army this day week was very great; that 
the Generals Agnew, Grant and Erskine, are among 
the slain, and another General officer badly wounded; 
these, by report, were principal officers in Howe's army ; 
that on the Eighth instant, Washington's army being re- 
freshed marched downwards to Philadelphia, and that he 
was reinforced with four thousand men from the North- 
ward, besides a number of Virginians, within the space of 
eight or ten days, so that an engagement may be hourly 
expected. Our Council and House of Assembly continue 
still sitting here, as does the Congress at York. * * 

12th. * * News of the day is variously repre- 
sented, viz : that our army was got to within nineteen miles 
of Philadelphia ; that Gen. Lee was exchanged (for Pres- 
cott) ; was expected soon to be at camp ; that Sam». Shoe. 
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maker acted as Mayor of Philadelphia, and had publicly 
declared in the Market Place, in order to inform the inhabi* 
tants by order of Gren'. Howe, that Congress money should 
not be received in any payments; that sundry of the 
English troops had repassed [the] Schuylkill, but for what 
intent, it was not known ; that Gen. Putnam had retreated 
from Fishkill, as Burgoyne had received a supply of troopa. 
October 13^. * * News just come» via Beading, 
that Fort Montgomery was taken by the enemy, with all iu 
stores^, add five hundred men made prisoners, and with a 
loss to them of one thousand men killed; that they had 
burned two frigates that were ubBnisbed in the North 
River. After dinner, Gen. De Kalb set out for the camp. 
The Assembly broke up this day, having completed their 
session, having first appointed twelve Commissioners to act 
in conjunction with the President and Council, during [the] 
recess of the Assembly, and to the end of next session, 
unless ordered otherwise by the next Assembly. * * * 16 
the above Commission, I was appointed oafe, but upon being 
informed, I went and requested another might be put in my 
room, which after some altercation was not granted nor put 
they any other in my place, as the law had beten already 
passed for that purpose. * * 

14^^. * * I went into town, this being Election 
Day, as appointed by the Constitution. The following 
gentlemen were elected in Lancaster, viz: Wm. Brown, 
Alexander Lowery, Philip Mastiler, James Anderson, John 
M^MuUen [and] Ludwick Lauman. The election was con- 
ducted with great order and sobriety. * * * News was that 
our enemies had erected [a] small battery on Province 
Island, which our gondolas destroyed, took fifty-foUr 
prisoners, and one hundred muskets, two officers, a c^ 

o* 
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tain and lieutenant, with the cannon tlMJt th^y had mount- 
ei * * 

Octdber 16<^. * * Bought this day (&r and per order 
of my son Charles,) of Adam Zantzinger, fifty-stx pounds of 
Muscovado sugar, for which I paid him nine shillings per lb. 
^ * ^ News of the day is, it^s said^'^n express about n^oon, 
on its way to Congress, who also '/had despatohes to oar 
President and Council, giving them Information of the tc^al 
rout of Burgoyne's army ; greaV numbers of them elkin, 
say three hundred, as many taken prisoners, with all their 
tents, baggage, &c., with two twelve and six six-pounders, 
brass guns, and that they were in full pursuit of the run- 
aways ; Generals Clinton and Arnold, both wounded, but not 
mortally. By report of several, a most prodigious heavy 
firing was heard yesterday, great part of the day, account 
of which is impatiently expected by the honest hearts. * * 

16^A. * * I am informed that yesterday were 
brought to this jail, three or four persons from Chester 
County, two of them named Hunter, who, by receipts found 
upon them, appear to have been as suppliers of Howe's army 
with sheep, cattle, &c. The others are called Temple, who 
appear to have been concerned as directors of the roads to 
Howe's army, and informing against sundry persons to him 
as good friends to the United States, and other inimical 
practices. * * 

Vlih. * * News by express from [the] northward, 
confirms the above intelligence, and adds that it was Bur- 
goyne's Aide-de-camp [who] was taken prisoner, with most 
of the Artillery officer| and head officers of the Grenadiers 
with the Q. Mr. General, and a number of inferior officers* 
Among the slain is Gen^ Frazer. It's further said that the 
taking of Fort Montgomery cost abundance of blood on 
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both sides^ On the English side, were slain Gen. Camphiel, 
Major Stills, Major Grant, Capt. Steward, with many other 
officers; and that our forts on [the] Delaware hold oat 
bravely, the men in high spirits on the fifteenth instant. 

0(Aeber 18<A. * * News of the day is that some of 
oor militia nnder Gen*. Small wood and Potter, had taken a , 
large drove of cattle near Chester, that was driven for the J 
Qte of Howe's army ; that the enemy had entirely evacua- 
ted Wilmington f that our river was yet in our possession, 
although daily cannonaded by the enemy's shipping, hut as 
toivdy repulsed ; that Lord Howe in a sixty gun ship was 
arrived at Chester ; that provisions were very scarce and 
^ar in Pliiladelphia ; beef three shillings and nine pencef 
a pound, b Jtter seven shillings and six pence,:^ ^^ money 
passing bui; hard and Pennsylvania old money ; that full 
confirmation of Gen. Burgoyne's defeat was brought this day 
to Congress from Gen. Gates, who was then in full pursuit 
of his flying army ; that numbers of them came into us 
with heavy complaints against Burgoyne's behaviour, and 
that he had written a polite letter to Gen. Gates, requesting 
him to take care of his hospital. 

20th. * * By letter from son Benja. by the 
express, is a full account of the surrender of Gen. Bur- 
goyne and his whole army to Gen*. Gates, on the Four- 
teenth instant ; to march out on the Fifleenth to a place 
appointed, with the honours of war, there to ground their 
arms, and then as prisoners to he sent to Massachusetts 
Government. On the Eighteenth a feu de joie was fired in 
our camp on this glorious acquisitioy;! ; at the same time an 
alarm was that the enemy under Howe was in motion to 
Attack our army, who received the news with great joy and 

t Fifty Cent«. t One DoUar. 
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moYed with gi'Qat alacrity to receive them. It was remarlced 
that whea Geo* Washington received the account of Bur- 
goyne's defeat^ he stood silent for some sAiall time. * ** 
As it was rainy weather, we all went to bed past eight, 
Wind blew fresh and stormy. Near nine, alarmed by 
Timothy Matiadc, who came to inform me tBait an express 
[had] just arrived in town with the news e^ Uowe^a quitting 
Philadelphia, and that Gen. Washii^ton was in full pursuit 
of his army.f This was joyful new» indeed, Ithen weot 
to bed, but had not lain long when Major Wert£ cayme with 
boy, candle and laatborn, cm the same errand. I then 
arose and conversed till he went away ; then to bed. Not 
long there before Robert Ta^ert came with his lanthorn* 
AAer he was gone, I went to bed. Not being easy, Dr« 
Phyle arose. We dressed oursdves, wetA into town ; met 
with many heartily rejoicing ; then to Jorden^s ; stayed in 
large coippa&jr till near twelve;' then home in the rain to 
bed, before one. 

October 2lst. * * In the evening went into town, 
having first prepared our front windows with conveniency 
of fixing candles for the illumination this night, on account 
of Gen. Burgoyne's defeat. A further account came this 
evening, and was read in the Court House room, where the 
principal inhabitants (with many others, strangers, &c.,) 
were collected to spend the evening in [a] kind of festivity 
on the occasbn, which was conducted with great sobriety 
and prudence. * * * There were many patriotic healths 
drunk, and a cold collation. The part of the battalion 
under arms, that were la the borough, paraded the streets, 
fired a feu de joie, with many manceuvres; drums, ^i^^, 
playing in the room. I came away with a great many 

t Tbi9 news was prematuie. 



1777.] XTOBMBHAXCSB. 157 

Others about nine; fine pleasant night, but cool. The 
account read was that the prisoners were, first, Lieut. Gen. 
Burgoyne, seven Brigadier Generals, two Majors, two 
Lieutenant Colonels, a number of captains and inferior 
ofiScers, five thousand privates, fifteen thousand stand of 
arms, forty pieces of brass cannon, ammunition, tents, all 
their baggage, &c. No further account from Philadelphia 
to be depended upon. * * 

October 22nd. * * This afternoon, were brought to 
town via Reading, thirty English and five Hessian prisoners, 
taken in the last skirmish at Germantown, brought by some 
of the militia and lodged in the jail, also three light horse and 
four jagers, who were out on a scout, who were also^^on* 
fined with the other prisoners. It's fiirther said that a very 
heavy cannonade was heard on the outside of this town, 
niost part of this afternoon. * * 

29rd. * * Our neighbours this morning remarked 
a constant heavy firing all this forenoon, which was dis- 
tinctly heard near twelve. I listened and heard a heavy 
firing from £. S. E., as I apprehended it, to be platoon or 
broadside firing. There are jti^ brought to town from 
Chester County, about forty of the men that were wounded 
in that afiTair on the Brandy wine (in seven wagons.) * * * 
Almost constantly engaged in my mind respecting the situa- 
tion of our good friends, relations and associates in Phila* 
delphia, whose distress from the Tories I commiserate. * * 

25th, ^ * News of the day, it's said, is by two 
expresses, one the confirmation of Gen. Burgoyne's defeat ; 
the other that twelve hundred Hessian Grenadiers, under 
the command of Count Dunop, and sundry other principal 
officers crossed [the] Delaware at Cooper's ferry, marched 
through Haddonfield down to Redbank, from there attacked 
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oar fort, nay, ifs 8aid» some got over the abattis, but were 
jrepulsed with a great number slaio, many woundedi among 
which the isibove named offioera, who were taken prisoners^ 
and one hundred ai^d eighty others (and twelve brasi 
cannon,) the rest dispersed ; and that our fleet had bravely 
repulsed the men of war, and that our fire rafts had set 
three of their men of war on fire, and two were thereby 
blown up and destroyed. One of said vessels, it's aaid^ 
was the August, sixty-four gun ship, and . the other the 
Apollo. This day was published a Proclamation, reciting 
part of an Act passed the Thirteenth instant, constituting 
a Council of Safety, and vesting the same with certaia 
powers. The peisons so named in said Act were Johft 
Bayard, Jonathan Sergeant, Jonathan B. Smith, David 
Bittenhouse, Joseph Gardiner, Robert Whitehill, Jaoies 
Cannon and Wm. Henry of Lancaster. This day was 
published an Address from [the] said Council. of Safety, to 
the inhabitants of Pennsylvania, dated at Lanoaster the 
Twenty-third instant. 

27^. ^ * It's said that five hundred militia men 
marched this day for campi notwithstanding the heavy raii^ 
which continued till bed time. * * 

29thk * * News to-day but little. It's said that 
our brave fellows still keep our fort and cheveaux de frise; 
that our army is on the Skippack road, near Morris's milk 
Letter from Reading to Col. Morgan says, that Dr. Potts 
wrote to his wife, confirming the defeat of Burgoyne's 
army ; that the person who brought said Potts's letter, 
writes that he saw Burgoyne with several Generate wHi 
other officers at Albany, as he passed through there. * * 

80^. ** This day I paid Conrad Wold £117 
^r one hundred and seventeen gallons of whiskey, ordered 
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by my son 6bri$topber and Thopiai Rees^ and ae&t tbein, 
* * * News of the day, as reported by Wnu Yoang, ser^ 
Twt to Rob^. Erwine* He says he left Philadelphia last 
Saturday ; that oar enemies r^ort that they lost one thou* 
sand Jcilied, besides a number wounded, at their attack at 
Sedhank ; the inhabitants in Philadelphia hi great distress 
fyt provisions, as the soldiers seized all that was in the 
maricet, and were also seising and taking away out of 
people's cellars and yards all their firewood; that the 
defeiice on 4he river was maintained with great vigour, 
having destroyed three of our enemies ships, viz : sixty- 
four, thirty*foar and twenty^ght gun vessels; that 6en» 
Howe had a bridge at Qgden's ferry, was fortifying this 
aide [of the] Schuylkill, and for that puqpoae had two thou* 
saad men there. * * 

October 31^ * * The news of the day is that tha 
pftftieulars of the surrender of Burgoyne and his army 
wefe gone by expresa to Congress last night, but the aGcounl 
was not yet returned, tho' several accounts were handed 
about, but none authenticated. * ^ ^ An invitation mada 
by the President at Major Wertz's, to wMch was invited 
scarcely any other but a parcel of Tories in this place, aoma 
of them inhabitants, and some who reside here from Phita* 
delf^iia. Poor Dr. Phyle and some of his principles, wera 
not counted worthy to taste of the dainties, and thereby 
they escaped beipg intoxicated and made drunk, and next 
day sick, ^c. 

November 1^ * ^ After breaklast, I was engaged 
good part of the day in patching and mending the old ou^ 
house, as this place, through the want of workmen, obliges 
soe to be a jack of all - tradeS);as the saying ia, and good a^ 
none.. * * » 
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JNovember 2nd. * ^ I received a letter by the poet, frooi 
my son Benjii., dated yesterday, gtving an account that both 
his and his brother^s family were well, and had not, and 
hoped should not have, cause to remove from thdr present 
habitations by our enemies, as they were now in the en« 
virons of Philadelphia ; that there had been no firing on the 
river since the two ships were blown up, and that Gen* 
Washington had sent of!' a train and company of Artillery 
with three hundred men to reinforce the fort at Redbank 
(yesterday) ; that they had for several days the most violent 
storm of wind and rain scarcely known ; that the ereeki 
were so risen that the water was up within a foot of Thomas 
Rees's parlour floor, &c., in which ttcnb of rain our poor 
soldiers sufiered excessively by the storm, but were now 
recruited and in high spirits, and, it^s thought, would move 
downwards to-day or to-morroW ; that the poor inhaintants 
of Philadelphia are hi a dreadful situation for the want of 
provisions and firewood, and it's said that the gaUery-men 
have got up a number (thirty) of cannon and other things 
out of the wreck of the ships, &c. • * * 

fith. * * Afterwards went into town, as our 
Quarter Sessions began yesterday, and were conducted with 
great order and decorum. This day, came to town on their 
way to York, the Generals Sterling and Mifflin. * * ♦ 
News of the day is, by letter from Dr. Shippen at Read- 
ing to Thomas Smith here, that last First Day, the ship 
Eagle of sixty-four guns attacked our gondolas, but ran 
aground, on which our people boarded her, got her off and 
took her, and also that they had taken fourteen boat loads 
of provisions and other goods, going to Howe's army, and 
that our people had retaken Rhode Island, and made eight 
hundred prisoners, with their stores and aminunitk>Dv 6tci 
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SuQdry of our new Assembly came to town yesterday and 
to day, but not sufficient to make up a house to do business. 
November Qth, * * I have been favoured with [the] 
s^ht of [a] copy of Jacob Duchy's letter to Gen. Washing* 
Ion, which the General transmitted to Congress. It^s dated 
[the] eighth of last month, the which contains a panegyric 
upon himself, an applause of the General, then proceeds to 
the most illiberal, scurrilous, and invective language against 
the Congress [and] the supporters of the United States in 
erery department of government, then proposes a total sur- 
fender of our all into the hands of Howe, and the other 
Commissioners that were formerly appointed by the King 
and Council; then calls upon Gen. Washington to pro* 
Bounce this at the head of his army, as the only means that 
can be taken to preserve all America from utter ruin and 
devastation, and thereby the General would alone be Xh% 
^liverer and saviour of his country, &c. &c. &c.. Yester- 
day came Mary frown's son, who came the night before 
from near Grermantown ; told me that he had seen his mother 
and Mrs. Owen there, who had come out of Philadelphia 
just before on parole, to procure some provisions, which, 
they said, were very scarce and dear in the city. Mrs, 
Owen told him to tell me, when he saw me, that the enemy 
had destroyed all my fence round the garden, at [the] coun* 
try seat, put soldiers into that house and my dwelling house 
hi town, and that Paul Fooks had taken away all my books 
#iit of my house before they took possession, and had them 
carried to his own dwelling house, and being found there, 
ftS if his own property, &c. * * 

* 8^. * * News to day corresponds how that 

C^. Comwallis, with a number of his army attacked 
Red 3aak^ the sixth instant, where hp was repulsed. His 
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lo8» ia killedi woundedi and priaoners amounts, it's said, 
to six hundred. * * 

November \^th. ^ * A number of militia marched 
through this town for Gen. Washington's camp, as did like- 
wise, it's said, near seven hundred on their return from 
camp to Virginia, their times being expired. The accounts 
from Philadelphia are very distressing, on the many exer* 
eises the Whig inhabitants have to encounter with, being 
much pinched for wood and provisions, besides the inhuman 
behaviour of the Tory crew in that City. Account is 
brought that two spies were detected in Red Bank fort, and 
were hanged immediately, one of which confessed the fact ; 
said they were employed by Sam^ Shoemaker, Paul Reeves 
and Sam^ Garrigus, Sen,^ to procure information. * * 

Wth. * * News of the day is that Col. Mor- 
gan's Regiment of riflemen was arrived at Gen. Washing- 
ton's camp, and that part of Gen. Gates's army had crossed 
North River, at Fishkill, and may be expected to join our 
army in a few days, and that Gen. Clinton's army was ex- 
pected to join Gen. Howe's. 

13^. * ^ It's said that eight hundred Continen- 
tals and three hundred of the militia from Virginia, are now 
on their march to join our General Washington, besides 
five or six hundred from North Carolina, and Cumberland 
County militia, just now passing by to head quarters. This 
[day] came to town and encamped in the woods near Cones- 
toga Creek, Two hundred Continental troops from North 
Carolina, on their march to Gen. Washington's camp. 

\MLh. * * News of the day is that Col. Mor- 
gan's Riflemen were sent down to Tinicum Island; that 
Gen. Gates, with his army, had crossed at Corryel's ferry ; 
that several of our people, of the prisoners under Geiu 
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Howe, that were confined in Philadelphia, had perished for 
want of nourishment, provisions being so scarce and Howe 
so cruel unto our people. This day some companies of 
militia men came into this town, on their way to join Gen. 
Washington. * * 

November llth. * * News of the day is that six thou- 
sand blankets, with watch coats, shoes and stockings, were 
arrived from the eastward at our camp. It's further said, 
that three thousand of Gen. Putnam's division crossed at 
Dunks's ferry last week on their way to Gen. Washington's 
camp ; that Dr. Kearsley, prisoner at Carlisle, died there 
some time last week, and was buried in their church, which 
disgusted many of the Church party in that place, so that 
they declared against going to that church any more. * * 

18^. * * News of the day is that Fort Mifflin 
was evacuated after removing the guns and stores, last 
Seventh Day night ; and that Elizabeth Shipley, a public 
Friend, who fled from Howe's army, at Wilmington, said 
these following words just before she died, ** Hold out Ame- 
ricans, hold out Americans, your cause is good, and Grod 
will give you your country." * * 

20th. * * Breakfasted with our standing family, 
James Davidson, who was going to set oflT on account of 
[the] Executive and Council of Safety, in order to examine 
their salt works in the Jerseys, and also to purchase salt in 
that State for the use of this State, if to be got on moderate 
terms. * * 

21 St, * * I went to town, in company with Ro- 
bert Whitehill, to Council Chamber, where John Brown, of 
Philada. was sent a prisoner from Congress, who, by his 
own confession, said at the request of Thomas Willing, he 
had received orders from Gen. Howe, to propose to some 
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fnembera of Congress, that if they would rescind Indepen- 
dancy, he would withdraw his fleet and army, would pot 
the States into the situation they were in [in] seventeen 
hundred and sixty^three, and grant them more than they 
have asked, and would establish the paper currency. With 
this, verbal message, he said he came, by desire of Thos. 
Willing, and communicated the same to Robert Morris, 
The Council, having considered maturely the nature of the 
oflence, unanimously agreed to commit him to the commoa 
jail of this county, under strict confinement, for the present 
* * * Yesterday, our Assembly made a House [and] pro. 
ceeded to business, aHer choosing James Ai^^Lean, Speaker. 
This morning they, with the Council, elected Thomas Whar* 
ton. President, and Geoi^ Bryan, Vice President, for the 
ensuing year. * * 

Nofvember 22nd. * * About half after seven, before 
I arose, hearing a great noise like an empty wagon going 
over a gutter. When Robert Whitehill arose, he asked if 
I had heard the earthquake; he said it made the house 
shake to the foundation. The same was felt by Dr. Phyle. 
As they lay up stairs, and we below, they felt the shock 
more sensibly. This was felt by many, whom I heard 
talking of it in town. * * .* News of the day, that Gen. 
Cornwallis, on the sixteenth, with three thousand British 
and Hessian troops, marched from Philadelphia to Chester, 
there went on board [a] transport (having crossed [the] 
Schuylkill at [the] middle ferry) ; on the Eighteenth, went 
to Billingsport, disembarked the Nineteenth and proceeded 
to attack Red Bank Fort ; that Col. Procter, with artillery, 
bad gone down to Province Island, and G«n. Greene, with 
three thousand of our troops, was to cross some days past, 
at Bristol. Potatoes in Philadelphia, at sixteen shillings a 
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bushel, beef seven shillings and six pence per pound, and 
a chicken at ten shillings, so great is their distress. 

November 28rc?. * • News to day that the English 
Ambassador, Stormont, had left Paris. On his arrival in 
England, stocks fell fifteen per cent ; that the King of Prussia 
had ordered the Port of Embden to be open for American 
privateers. 

24ih. * * News of the day is that Gen. Bur- 
goyne's troops had mutinied on their march, so that the 
guards were obliged to fire on them, killed several, which 
obliged the rest to be still and quiet. Near forty Light 
Horse came in from Virginia, on their way to head 
quarters. 

26th. * * News of the day is that [the] fort on 
Red Bank was evacuated on the approach of Gen. Corn- 
wallis, with his forces; that our people destroyed great 
part of our fleet, fire rafis, floating battery, &c. ; that the 
enemy had burnt Woodbury, but that our gondolas had 
passed the City and got up the river ; that the enemy had 
burnt Isaac Norris's house, Jonathan Mifllin's, Peel Hall, 
and sundry other houses; that they had also destroyed 
Spring Garden ; that provisions still continued scarce and 
dear in the City ; [that] our people, who are prisoners, are 
cruelly used ; that part of Gren. Gates' forces had arrived 
at camp. * * 

27th, * * Past four, I went by appointment 
of Council, in company with Col. Bayard, to confer with the 
clothier General respecting the clothing of the troops of 
this State ; then returned to Council. Came home at dusk. 
# » # News to-day is that the Generals Washington, Sulli- 
van, and some others had crossed [the] Schuylkill last 
Third Day on a reconnoitering over a bridge they had near 
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Spring Mill ; that last Second Day a heavy firing waa 
heard, which, by report, was an engagement in the Jerseys 
between our forces there and the enemy, but was not de- 
cided as both maintained their ground in order to renew the 
fight next morning, * * * that our out-scouts near Fair 
Hill, had attacked and driven the enemy's pickets into the 
City ; waited in hopes they would have been succoured, and 
so have brought on a general engagement, as our army was 
ready to have engaged, had the enemy come out, bat they 
contented themselves with remaining in their lines. ^ * 

November 80^. ^ * This morning James Young, Esq., 
set out for camp, on a commission from the Present and 
Council, he, with Col. Bayard, being appointed to enquire 
into the complaints made that the troops of this State are 
in a ragged condition, while the other troops are well equip- 
ped ; also to see sundry clothes distributed amongst them 
that are in real want, from a parcel now collecting in this 
county, some of which are sent and more going, and also 
to make a true report to Council of the state of our army, 
and of the reasons of the complaints made respecting the 
scarcity of provisions. * * 

December 2nd, * * Yesterday were read in Council, 
the Thirteen Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union 
of the United States ; also a letter from Robert Morris to 
the President and Council, requesting the enlargement of 
John Brown, and proposing to be his security in any sum 
that Ihey should require. The same was put to vote, and 
carried unanimously that he should still be retained a pri- 
soner. * * 

Srd, * * A letter was read in Cbuncil from 
G. Wood of Bedford County, dated [the] eighteenth of last 
month, giving an account of the inroads of the Indians in 
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4hat quarter, which had so distressed them that numbers of 
the inhabitants had fled from their habitations. Account 
[that] serenteen thousand blankets are arrived in Vir- 
ginia. * * 

December 4tih. * ^ After dinner I carried a few lines 
written to the Speaker of the House of Assembly, signify- 
ing my intentions of resigning my seat in the Committee of 
Safety. Now the doing [of] this arose from an informap 
tion R. Whitehill gave me at dinner, that the House in his 
absence this forenoon had passed a Resolve that they would 
desire the President and Council immediately to dissolve 
the Council of Safety. This was what induced me to take 
the start of them, and decline in time. * * 

5tA. * * Baron De Holtzendorff's Aide-de- 
Camp ; come from camp, but brought no news except that 
he thought that our troops were to go soon into winter 
quarters. * ^ ^ The beginning of this week, three Dele- 
gates, viz : [Elbridge] Gerry, Jones and Robert Morris, set 
out by order of Congress to head-quarters, in order to con- 
sult only with Gen. Washington, on the present critical 
affairs of the army, the commissaries and other officers, 

&c. 

6th. * * Visited early by Col. Roberdeau. 
Stayed in solid conversation till past ten. Gave him Seven- 
teen hundred and five Dollars, left me by my sons Christo- 
pher and Charles, in order to get them changed by Con- 
gress, if suitable and convenient, for the same number of 
Dollars, these having been defaced by lying in a damp 
place, which entirely took away all the names and numbers 
that were done with red ink. * * 

7th. * * News of the day, it's said, is that 
an express passed through this town to Congress with de- 
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spatehes that Gen. Howe left Philadelphia [od the] Fourth 
instant at eleven at night, with his army, consisting of ten 
thousand men, marched towards Grermantown, attacked and 
drove [in] our picket guard, which heing reinforced, re- 
turned, drove their advanced guard hack, killed near twenty, 
amongst which, a Brigadier General, Captain, &c ; took six- 
teen prisoners ; that we lost Gen. Irvin, who was wounded 
and taken prisoner, one Colonel, one Captain, twelve or 
fourteen privates killed, and maintained our post that night ; 
that next day a general engagement, it was thought, was 
unavoidable, as the two armies lay in sight of each other ; 
and that the enemy had burnt Beggar's town in their front. 
December 8th, * * Then came Norton Pryor, who 
brought a letter from son Charles, giving account * * * 
that both armies were in sight of each other, Howe's occu- 
pying Germantown, and Washington's Chestnut Hill, White- 
marsh, &c. (He and horse stayed all night, as he, afler 
trial, could find no entertainment in the town.) Spent the 
evening in conversation respecting the difficulties attending 
our friends in and about Philadelphia, till near ten. 

December lO^A. * * Yesterday, about noon, 
came into town, from the Northward, about four hundred 
soldiers of the Regiment of Col. — — , in order to be in- 
noculated for the small pox ; went into barracks. They 
brought with them, it's said, about one hundred English 
prisoners that had been taken at different times. ^ * 

Wth, * * News of the day, it's said, is that 
Gen. Howe, afler giving out in Philada. that he was going 
with his army to drive Gen. Washington and his army over 
the Blue Mountains, afler marching his whole army up to 
Chestnut Hill and staying there some days, last First Day 
night decamped and returned to Philada. on the Second Day, 
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leaving behind him about two hundred of his men, in slain 
and taken prisoners. It's said they have pillaged and car- 
ried with them every thing that came in their way that was 
portable and of any value, besides burning [and] destroying 
many houses and e£^ts, also taking with them, by force, all 
the boys they could lay their hands on, above the age of 
ten years. Thus, this time, has the great boaster succeeded 
in this vainglorious expedition, to the eternal shame of him 
and of all his boasting Tory friends. It's said that last 
week, Joseph Galloway was proclaimed in Philada. Gover- 
nor 'of this Province, by the knot of Tories there; that 
John Hall, cooper, is to be tried for his life for cursing 
Creorge the Third, as is Robert Rich6 for writing to Gen. 
Washington, (some say it was to Rich6's wife) giving them 
an account of the fortifying of the City, &c. By some 
letters intercepted, there appears to be a combination b^ 
tween the Friends sent into Virginia by the President and 
Council and some inhabitants of Lancaster, in order to do* 
preciate the Continental currency. Some of the letters are 
from Owen Jones, Jr., to John Mercer, Matthias Slough and 
Matthias Graefi*. This discovery has obliged the Board of 
War to send all the Quaker prisoners to Staunton in Au- 
gusta County, and Owen Jones to close confinement, without 
the use of pen, ink and paper, except in presence of the 
Lieutenant of the County or his deputy, and the other 
Friends to the same restriction, unless they take an affirma- 
tion that they will neither act, speak, nor write any thing 
that is against the Independancy of the United States of 
America. * * 

I2th, * * News of the day is that Gen. Howe 
is come out again from Philadelphia, with his army ; crossed 
[the] Schuylkill at Middle Ferry, marched up Lancaster 
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Road to the Sorrel Horse, thirteen miles from the City, and 
there rested yesterday. 

December 13th, * * Some people pretended to have 
heard a firing of cannon this morning. * * * This is a 
strange age and place, in. which I now dwell, because nothing 
can be had cheap but lies, falsehood, and slanderous accu- 
sation. Love and Charity, the badge of Christianity, is not 
so much as named amongst them. * * 

14th. * * Near twelve, came to pay nie a 
visit the French Engineer, Baraset De Kermorvan, who 
came by my son Christopher's from camp, and is goifig to 
York Town. He brought me a letter from him of the 
twelAh instant, that gave us an agreeable account that all 
their family were in good health, but to counterbalance, 
mentioned that they had met with fearful alarms since the 
enemy led town, it's said with their whole army, in order 
to attack Washington's army at Chestnut Hill, but are now 
returned to town, finding his army too strong in that situa* 
tion to engage him. This, Howe was informed of by a 
deserter from Col. Proctor's Regiment of Artillery; thai 
they had taken in with them some cattle, and it's reported, 
a quantity of forage, although our people pursued them ; 
and, by a person since come out of town, who says that 
twenty -five wagons, with killed and wounded, were brought 
in. * * 

15th. * * Upon the rumour yesterday of Gen. 
Howe's army's being on the Lancaster Road, it's said that 
the papers and records belonging to the Executive Council 
were packed up and sent by wagons to York Town ; it's 
said that the English army is returned into Philadelphia and 
that our army is on this side of [the] Schuylkill. Our As- 
sembly continues sitting here. It's said that a spirited letter 
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18 penned by them to send to Congresp to morrowi respect- 
ing the report of our troops' going into winter quarters, ns 
the enemy are attempting to, and does, ravage the country 
for a number of miles' extent around Philada. 

December 16iA. * * The circumstances of afiiurs of [a] 
public nature make a very gloomy appearance. Our City, 
with its virtuous inhabitants that could not escape, in the 
hands of cruel taskmasters ; the country around ravaged, 
stripped and destroyed, with houses, barns, &;c., burnt and 
levelled with the ground by the same band of banditti worse 
than savages ; no priests nor prophets, but such as are de- 
lineated by Jeremiah in his Lamentations. The thoughts 
of these things, and having my children with their lovely 
of&pring in the very jaws of these enemies, afflict me sorely, 
break my peace and disturb my rest, but here I must stop, 
because the Lord is good and does not afflict willingly. The 
oause is of our side ; we have grossly ofiended ; yet spare 
us, O Lord my God ! Spare thy people and bless thine in- 
heritance, for Jesus Christ's sake. * * 

20^. * * Also came James Davidson, • who 
brought roe from Gen. Roberdeau the Continental Bills 
of Exchauge for what he took from me of said specie, being 
defaced with the damp. * * 

2\sU * * No news of any moment to be de- 
pended upon, except General orders from head quarters, 
encouraging the army to build huts and to content them- 
selves where they are now. * * 

22nd. '^ * In [the] afternoon, returned the three 
men and two wagons from York Town, as went last. They 
called to get some sustenance, as they could get none on the 
road from York Town till here. Afler refreshing them- 
selves, they set out for home just at dusk. * * 



J 
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December 2SUh. * * Yesterdaj came to tiiis to«rn 
from Yorky Gen. Conway, on his waj down to bead quar* 
ters, and also to propose two Brigadier Grenerals in the room 
of Gen. Potter [and] Gen. Armstrong, who propose to go 
from the army unto their own homes. No company dined 
with us to day, except Dr. Phyle, one of our standing 
fiimily. We had a good roast turkey, plain pudding, and 
minced pies. * * 

26(h. * * This evening Col. Proctor called, 
drank tea, stayed some time, giving a relation of the aufier- 
ings of the back inhabitants, through the inroads now m«k* 
ing by the Indians and the soldiery from Fort Detroit. 

27th. * * I spent the evening at home examin- 
ing part gC [the] History o€ Bphrata, brought me by P^er 
Miller for my inspection and correction. There appears to 
be no kind of news to be depended upon, h\xt as for lies, 
this place is really pregnant and brings forth abundance 
daily, I might safely say, hourly^ Caleb Johnston, that 
was sent to prison for aiding and assisting [James] Brooks 
to get out of our prison, as it's said, is just released from 
confinement. * * 

2Sth* * * Our affairs wear a very gloomy as- 
pect. Great part of our army gone into winter quarters ; 
those in camp wanting breeches, shoes, stockings, [and] 
blankets, and by accounts brought yesterday, were in want 
of flour, yet being in the land of plenty ; our farmers hav- 
ing their barns^ and barracks full of grain ; hundreds of 
barrels of flour lying on the banks of the Susquehannah 
perishing for want of care in securing it from the weather, 
and from the danger of being carried away, if a freshet 
should happen in the river ; fifly wagon loads of deths and 
ready made clothes for the soldiery in the Clothier General'a 
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tls atore in Lancaster ; (this I say from the demand made by 

ead: John Mease to the President a few days past, when the 

Ik: enemy was expected to be coming this way, for thi& num- 

xet ber of wagons to take away these stores,) our enemies 

Dj£ rereiling in balls, attended with every degree of luxury and 

^ excess in the City ; rioting and wantonly using our houses, 

kji utensils and furniture ; all this [and] a numberless number 
of Qlbsr abuses we endure from that handful of banditti, to 

ok the amouirt of six or seven thousand men, headed by that 

si mcmstec of rapine. Gen. Howe. Add to this their frequMit 

mat excursions round about for twenty miles together, destroy- 
ing and burning what they please, pillaging, plundering 

[aiii men and women, stealing boys above ten years old, de* 

h flowering virgins, driving into the City for thmr use, droves 

ais: of cattle, sheep [and] hogs ; poultry, butter, meal, meat, 

rlis dder, furniture and clothing of all kinds, loaded upon our 

jaiK own horses. All this is done in the view of oqr Generals 

ill and our army, who are careless of us, but carefiilly oon* 

^ suiting where they ^hall go to spend the winter in jollity, 

fros gaming and carousing. O tell not this in France or Spain ! 
Publish it not in the streets of London, Liverpool or Bristol, 

a^ lest the uncircumcised. there should rejoice, and shouting for 

»rs| joy, say " America is ours, for the rebels are dismayed and' 

Ddj afraid to fight us any longer ! O Americans, where is now 

ant your virtue? O Washington, where is your courage?" 

af. # # * News to-day is that Col. Bull, on the twenty-fifth 

i instant, made an excursion into Fourth street in PhiladeU 

lat phia, with two thousand militia [and] alarmed the City by 

lerl firing off some pieces of cannon into the air, whereby some 

he! of the balls fell about Christ Church. He then made a good 

loi retreat back to his station, without the loss of one man. It's 

ii'i further said that it alarmed Gen. Howe, who was then at 

a 
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Darby, so that he and his army posted immediately with all 
speed back to the City. It's further added that Gen. Howe 
has ordered ail the fire buckets that can be found in the 
City to be put aboard his fleet. * * 

December 29th. * * It's said that Gen. Sullivan, on 
the retreat of Gren. Howe's army on Christmas Day from 
Darby, on the alarm given by Cols. Bull, Antis and — — 
(in three divisions, instead of one tinder Col. Bull as above, 
but all militia,) took thirteen provision wagons loaded from 
the enemy. * * * Visited in the evening by Dr. Yeardwell, 
who told me they had made a hospital at Ephrata, in which 
were near two hundred and forty-seven sick and wounded 
men. * * 

Z\st. * * Visited by Jedediah Snowden and 
Benja. Harbeson, for me to sign a petition they were carry- 
ing about, for the purpose of requesting the Assembly to 
call out the whole force of this State, immediately, while 
there is a prospect of this severe cold weather's lasting, in 
order to attack Gen. Howe in and out of our City, and 
thereby entirely ruin his army, and rid the Colonies of such 
cruel monsters. I then went to writing or, more properly, 
correcting the Annals of Ephrata, and so continued till bed 
time, near eleven o'clock. * * 
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(A) 

At the close of the First Volume of Mr. Marshall's Re- 
membrancer are the accounts of the Overseers of the Poor 
(Christopher Marshall, James Eddy, George Morrison and 
Hugh Forbes) for the year commencing in March, 1758. 
Many of the en^es are curious as throwing light upon the 
manners of the tim^ ; others, as furnishing us with the prices 
of 4hat day. A few are subjoined. The accounts are in 
Pennsylvania currency. 

City of PhUadelpMa^for the Poofj Dr. 

1758 £ $. d. 

May 7. To two negroes, wheeling Cath. 

Shannon to Alms House 1 6 

8. To turning an old beggar out of 

town, 1^. His coffee, Is. 6d. 2 6 

15. ToSaml. Crispin for Margt, Grant's 

child's coffin 5 

18. To Granny Ganderwit folr laying 

Mary Mackinary 1 

19. To Mary Mackinary, lying in 5 

Jtdy 7. To John Wallace's bill for wood, 

being twelve cords 6 10 3 
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£ 9* d» 

14. To amount of Pension Book* from 

Maich 30 to Jane 25 67 14 

October 8. To amount of Pension Book from 

June 30 to Sept. ^2 03 13 6 

23. To Cash, Quart of rum for tailor 1 1 

31. To Hannah Pearson, for part 

curing Mary Carter's scald head 1 10 
Ncfv. 18. To Capt. Campbell hx freight for 

Raehael Magu^e and children 
to Carolina 17 

25. To William Youngs earthenware 

for a horse 1 3 10 

pee. 16. To poor woman to pay for lodg- 
ing 4 

29. To amount of Pension Book to the 

15th mst. 57 18 11 

«« To Cash to Granny Pawling for 

laying Peg Neal 10 

30. To Cash to taking man to work- 

house and conveying him thence 

to Charleston 3 6 

1759 , 

•Tim, 4. To two pairs of breeehes 6 8 

27. To cash gave John Burden, his 

fiunily very sick 5 

Fd). 15. To cash for four yards Osnabrigs 

for a shift for Raehael Glover 5 4 

27. To Cash for ferriage of Alice Hol- 
land to the Jerseys 4 

* For the out-door poor. 



1768 
jgprii 10. 

Jubf 22. 



<( 



August 2. 



^. 



28. 



Nov. 1. 



S. 



<4 



4< 



Octofecr 7. ** " 



Cr. 

By Cash, of Robert Strettle fining 

a woman for swearing 
" ** of Capt. Mitchell for ex- 
penses in burying of John Lind- 
sey 
" *« of Capt Mitchell, his 
fine for swearing three oaths 

*♦ of Widow "Woman for re- 
storing a little bla<^ pig, taken 
to the Alms House 

•• of Ed. Shippen, for five 
fines, viz. Aquila Jones, Geo. 
Bryan, Thomas Smith, Jolm 
Jones, and John Jennings, for 
refusing to serve as Constables, 
at £^ each 

•* of the Mayor, for a fine, 
received of Mary Zebulum, for 
entertsdning negroes 

of Mary Chesnell, for 
entertaining a strange woman 

** of the Mayor, a fine he 
received of Capt. Gash, for re- 
fusing to entertain the officers 
billeted on him 

*< of James Coultass, late 
Sheriff, being a fine paid by 
Laughlane McClam for kissing 
a2 



a 



c« 



(« 



& 



9. 



15 



10 



d. 



25 Q 



1 



15 



80 



V 
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£ $. d. 
of Osbora's wife, (after his 
commissions and writing bond 
were deducted) 24 6 Q 

«7an 6. ** " for a poor sailor, of Capt. 

Farria 10 a 

The totals for the period embraced in these accounts 
^from March 29, 1758, to March 26, 1759} are 

9. d. 
Receipts JSI189 10 
Expenditures JS1103 4 lOi 

Commissions at 9 
per con £1189 44 H 9 



1147 10 7i 

41 4 21 
To which add for sum short in one of the 

duplicates 9 1 11 



£60 6 li 



There s^pear in these accounts no receipts of taxes for the 
support of the poor. There is no mention of any money 
spent for segars, wines, liquors, &c., for the overseers, the 
charges for which, swell up Alms House accounts in these 
more modem times ; nor does the word ^* sundries^ once 
occur. 

On the 20th of August, 1759, Thomas Lawrence, the 
Mayor of Philadelphia, directed the overseers to pay the 



above lialanee to their successors (Robert IVywers, WHlhiii 
Faulkener, James SteT^ison, - and James . James.) The 
receipt of Mr. Stevenson is endcnned upon the ord«r. 



(B) 

Dr. Chovet's Lectures were on Anatomy. The follow* 
ing was his Advertisement. 

'* At the Anatomical Museum 
in Yidel'iB Alley, Second Street, on Wednesday, the Seventh 
of December at six in the evening 

Dr. Chovet 
will begin his course of Anatomical and Physiological Lee- 
tures^ in which the several parts of the human body will be 
demonstrated, with their mechanism and actions, together 
with the doctrines of life, health and the several effects 
resulting from the actions of the parts ; on his curious col- 
lection of Anatomical wax-works, and other natural prepa- 
rations ; to be continued the whole winter until the course is 
completed. 

As this course cannot be attended with the disagreeable 
sight or smell of recent diseased and putrid carcases, which 
often disgust even the students in Physick, as well as the 
curious, otherwise inclined to this useful and sublime part of 
natural philosophy, it is hoped this undertaking will meet 
vnih suitable encouragement. 

Tickets to be had for the whole course at Dr. Chovet's 
house in Second Street, Philadelphia." 

A writer in the New York Gazette in 1828, over the 
signature of '^ An Old Philadelphiim" speaks o( Dr. Chovet 
as follows : . 



^ Dii Cht(«0Ci »> HMi(H eweslm lOB^^fidl of aiiM^^ 
Mted for him ^^n^emity fer wb«t i»M>w tsme4^flu«lillifr 
lesidedJBBace above ThM Street, The DoolunmihiiAal 
was tenned a Tory ; was licensed to say and do wliat he 
jdeasedy at which no one took umbrage. He one day 
entered the Old Coffee House, comer of Market and Front 
Streets, with an open letter in his hand. It was twdve 
o'clock, change hour ; the merchants afl: assembled. On 
seeii^ the Doctor they all surrounded him, enquiring what 
news he had in that letter, which he stated he had just 
received by a king's ship, arrived in New Tork. In reply 
to this inquiry, he said that the letter contained information 
of the death <^ an old cobbler in London, who had his stall 
in one of the by-streets, and asked the gentlemen what they 
supposed the cobbler had died worth. One said d@960^» 
another i&10,000, and another dS2a,000, sterling. No, gen- 
tlemen, no ; You are all mistaken ; not one fkrthing, gentle- 
men ; running out, laughing at the joke at the expense of 
the collected mercantfle wisdom of the City. 

** Another time, having been sent for to the l^panish 
Minister, Don Juan (I forget his name) who resided in 
old Mr. Chew's house in Third Street, between Walnut and 
Sjpruce Streets, the weather being rather unpleasant, the 
Minister ordered hi» carriage to the door to convey the Doc- 
tor home. The Doctor, foil of fun and joke, directed the 
coachman to drive by the Coffee House, which, as he 
approadied, was perceived by the merchants, who imme- 
diately drew up in order, hats oft, to pay their respects to 
Don, as minister from a frien^ power. Tlie Doctor kept 
bim9^ close back in the eaniage until directly opposite the 
CoSeo Houee^ 4ihe gentlemen all bowing and scraping, when 
he pops out his head— -good morning, gentlemen, good 
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moxmng; I hope you are all wefl ; thank you in the name 
of his Majesty Kinf George; and drove off^ laughing 
heartily «t having again joked with the Philadelphia Whigs. 



(C) 

]ETYM0I.0OT OF THE WORD *< YANKEE." 
(Prom th« Evening Post, No. 53.) 

When the New England colonies were first settled, the 
inhabitants were obliged to fight their way against many 
nations of Indians. They found but little difficulty in sub- 
duing them all, except one tribe, who were known by the 
name of Yankees, which signifies invincible. After the 
waste of much blood and treasure, the Yankoos were at last 
subdued by the New Englanders. The remains of this 
nation (agreeably to the Indian custom) transferred their 
name to the conquerors. For a while Ihey were called 
Yankoos, but from a corruption common to names in all lan- 
guagesy they got trough time to the name of Yankees, a 
name which, we hope, will soon be equal to that of a 
Roman or an ancient Englishman. 



(D) 

I^TTER OF THE HON. THOMAS m'kEAN, RESPECTINO THE 
BECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

Philadelphia, June 16, 1817. 
MeesiB. WiUiam McKorkle and Son, 
Gentlemen, 
Several applications having been recently made to me, to 
state the errors which I had observed and often mentioned in 
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the puUicadon of the namea of the memfoers of the Conti- 
nental Congress, who declaied in favour of the bidepend- 
ence of the United States on the 4th day of July, 1776—1 
have not at present sufficient heahh and leisure to reply 
severally to each application. There can be but one correct 
statement of facts § one public statement, therefore, through 
the press, will serve the purpose of the gentlemen who have 
made the request, and may also give satisfaction to the 
n^inds of others, who have turned their thoughts upon the 
subject. If I am correct in my statement, it may be of use 
for future historians ; if not, my errors can be readily cor- 
rected. I wish, therefore, by means of your paper, to make 
the following statement of the facts within my knowledge, 
relative to the subject of enquiry. 

On Monday, the First Day of July, 1776, the arguments 
in Congress for and against the Declaration of Independence 
having been exhausted, and the measure fully considered, 
the Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole ; 
the question was put by the Chairman, and all the States 
voted in the affirmative, except Pennsylvania, which was in 
the negative, and Delaware, which was equally divided, 
Pennsylvania at that time had seven members, viz., John 
Morton, Benjamin Franklin, James Wilson, John Dickin- 
son, Robert Morris, Thomas Willing, and Charles Hum- 
phreys. All were present on the First of July, and the 
three first named voted for the Declaration of Independence, 
the remaining four against it. The State of Delaware had 
three members, Caesar Rodney, George Read, and myself. 
George Read and I were present. I voted for it ; George 
Read against it. When the President jesumed the chair, 
the chairman of the committee of th^ whole made his report, 
which was not acted upon, until Thursday, the Fourth of 
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Jdly. In the mean time, I had written to press the attend-, 
ance of Caessur Rodney, the third delegate from Delaware, 
who appeared early on that day at the State House in his 
place. When the Congress assembled, the question was 
put on the report of the Committee of the Whole and ap- 
proved by every State. Of ^e members from Pennsylva- 
nia, the three first as above, voted in the affirmative, and the 
two last in the negative. John Dickinson and Robert 
Morris were present and did not take their seats on that day. 
Cmsar Rodney, for the State of Delaware, voted with, me in 
the affirmative, and George Read in the negative. 

Some months after this, I saw printed publications of the 
names of those gendemen, who had, as it was said, voted 
for the Declaration of Independence, and observed that my 
own n^me wa? omitted. 1 was not a little surprised at, nor 
conM I account for the omission ; because I knew that on 
the 24ih of June preceding, the deputies from the Commit- 
tees of Pennsylvania, assembled in Provincial Conference, 
held at the Carpenters' HaH, Philadelphia, which had met 
on the 18th and chosen me their President, had unanimously 
declared their willingness to concur in a vote of the CoU'^ 
gress, declaring the United Colonies, Free and Independent 
States, and had ordered their Declaration to be signed, and 
their President to deliver it into Congress, which accord- 
ingly, I did, the day following ; I knew also that a regiment 
<f associators, of which I was Colonel, had at the end of 
May before, unanimously made the same declaration. These 
circumstances were mentioned at the time to the gentlemen 
of my ^kcquaintauce. The error renmined uncorrected until 
the yeaff 1781, when I was appointed to publish the laws of 
Pennsylvania, to which I prefixed the Declaration of Inde- 
pefid^iee and inserted my own naine with the names of iny 
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colleagues. Afterwards, in 1797, when the late A. Jm 
Dallas, Esqr., then Secretsry of the Commonwealth, was 
appointed to publish an edition of the laws, on compsuring the 
names published as subscribed to the Declaiatimi of Inde» 
pendence, he observed a variance : and the omission in some 
publications of the name of Thomas McKean ; having pro- 
cured a certificate from the Secretary of State that the name 
of Thomas McKean was affixed in his own hand writing to 
the original Declaration of Independence, though omitted in 
the Journal of Congress, Mr. Dallas then requested an 
explanation of this circumstance from me, and from my 
answer to this application, the following extracts were taken 
and published by Mr, Dallas in the Appen<^ to the first 
volume of his edition to the laws. 

^' For several years past I have been taught to think less 
£un]] favourably of skepticism than formerly. So many 
things have been misrepresented, mis-stated and erroneously 
printed (wi& seeming authetiticity) under my own eye, as 
in ipy opinion to render those who doubt of every thing not 
altogether inexcusable. The publication of the DeelaratioB 
of Independence on the 4th day of July, 1776, as printed in 
the Journals of Congress, vol. 2. page 242, &c., and also in 
the acts of most public bodies since, so far as respects the 
names of the delegates ot deputies who made that declara- 
tion, has led to the above reflection. By the printed publi- 
cations referred to, it would appear as if the fifty-five gentle- 
men, whose names are there printed, and none other, were 
on that day, personally present in Congress and assenting to 
the declaration ; whereas the truth is otherwise. The fol- 
lowing gentlemen were not members on the 4th of July, 
1776, namely, Matthew Thornton, Benjamin Rush, George 
Clymer, James Smith, GJeorge Taylor, and George Ross, 
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E«quires. The five last named were not chosen delegale» 
until the 20th of that month ; the first not until the 13th day 
of September, following, nor did he take his seat inCongresir 
until the 4th of November, which was four months after. 
The Journal of Congress, vol. 2d, pages 277 and 442, as 
well as those of the Assembly of the State of Pennsylvania, 
page 53, and of the General Assembly of New Hampshire 
establish these facts. Although the six gentlemen named 
had been very active in the American cause, and some of 
them, to my own knowledge, warmly in favour of its inde- 
pendence previous to the day on which it was declared, yet 
I personally know that none of them were in Congress on 
that day. 

*' Modesty should not rob a man of his just honour, when 
by diat honour his modesty cannot be offended.— My name 
is not in printed journals of Congress, as a party to the 
Declaration of Independence, and this, like an error hi the 
first correction, has vitiated most of the subsequent publica- 
tions, and yet the fact is that I was then a member of Con- 
gress for the State of Delaware, was personally present in 
Congress, and voted in favour of Independence on the 4th of 
July, 1776, and signed the Declaration after it had been 
engrossed on parchment, where my name in my own hand 
writing still appears. Henry Wisner, of the State of New 
York, was also in Congress and voted for Independence. 

** I do not know how the mis-statement in the printed 
jouraalfl has happened. The manuscript p^ibHe journal has 
no names annexed to the Declaration of Independence, nor 
has the secret journal ; but it appears by the latter that on 
th6 19th day of July, 1776, the CongreiNs directed &at it 
should be engrossed on parchment and signed by ^ery 
member^ and that it was so produced on the 2nd of August 
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and signed. This is interlined in the secret journal in the 
hand writing of Charles Thompson, Esq., the Secretary. 
The present Secretary of State of the United States and 
myself have lately inspected the journals, and seen this. — 
The journal was first printed by Mr. John Dunlap, in ITTS", 
and probably copies, with the names tjiey signed to it, were 
printed in August 1776, and that Mr. Dunlap printed the 
names from one of them." 

Your most obedient servant, 

THOS. McKEAN. 



^i 



(E) 

The following Proclamations and General Orders were 
issued shortly after General Putnam's assuming the com- 
mand in Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia, December 12, 1776. 

All officers of ttie Continental army who are now in this 
City by furlough or order (those only excepted who are in the 
recruiting service or who may have leave of absence in writ- 
ing from the Commander in Chief) are hereby required to 
join their respective corps before to-morrow evening. 

Officers wnb have the charge of sick soldiers in or near 
the City, and who are included in the foregoing order, are 
directed to make returns to Dr. Jonathan Potts, at Mr. John 
Biddle's in Market Street, of the numbers and places of re- 
sidence of their sick, that proper care may be taken of them. 

The late advances of the enemy towards this place oblige 
the General to request the inhabitants of this City not to ap- 
pear in the streets after ten o'clock at night, as he has given 
orders to ihe picquet guard to arrest and confine all persons 
who may be found in Uie streets after that hour. Physicians 
and others, having essential business abroad after the hour, 
are directed to cafi at Head Quarters for passes. 

ISRAEL PUTNAM. 
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Head Ctuarters, Philadelpliia, December 13, 1776. 

The General has been informed that some weak or wicked 
men have maliciously reported that it is the design and wish 
of the officers and men in the Continental army to burn and 
destroy the city of Philadelphia. To counteract such a false 
and scandalous report, he thinks it necessary to inform the 
inhabitants who propose to remahi in the City, that he has 
received positive orders from the Honourable Continental 
Congress and from his Excellency General WASHING- 
TON, to secure and protect the city of Philadelphia against 
all invaders and enemies. The General will consider every 
attempt to burn the city of Philadelphia as a crime of the 
blackest dye, and will, without ceremony, punish capitally, 
any incendiary who shall have the hardiness and cruelty to 
attempt it. 

The General commands all able bodied men in the city 
of Philadelphia who are not conscientiously scrupulous 
against bearing arms, and who have not been known here- 
tofore to entertain such scruples, to appear in the State 
House Yard to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock, with their 
arras and accoutrements. This order must be complied 
with ; the General being resolutely determined that no person 
shall remain in this City an idle spectator of the present >- 
contest who has it in his power to injure the American cause 
or who may refuse to lend his aid to the support of it, 
persons under conscientious scruples before mentioned, only 
excepted. 

All persons who have arms or accoutrements which they 
cannot or do not mean to employ in defence of America, are 
hereby ordered to deliver them to Mr. Robert Towers, who 
will pay for the same. Those who are convicted of secreting 
any arms or accoutrements will be severely punished. 

ISRAEL PUTNAM, Major General. 



GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head auarters, Philadelphia Dec. 14, 1776. 

1 

Col. Griffin is appointed Adjutant General to the troops 
in and about this City. All orders from the General through 
him, either written or verbal, are to be strictly attended to 
and punctually obeyed. 
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The General, to his great astonishment, has been in- 
formed that several of the inhabitants of this city have refused 
to take the Continental Currency in payment for goods. In 
future, should any of the inhabitants be so lost to public 
virtue and the vrelfare of their country as to presume to re- 
fuse the currency of the American States in payment for any 
commodities they may have for sale,Hhe goods shall be for- 
feited, and the person or persons so refusing committed to 
close confinement. 

In case of an alarm of fire, the city guards and patroles 
are to suffer the inhabitants to pass unmolested at any hour 
of the night, and the good people of Philadelphia are ear- 
nesdy requested and desired to give every assistance in their 
power with engines and buckets to extinguish the fire. And 
as the Congress have ordered the City to be defended to the 
last extremity, the General hopes that no person will refuse 
to give every assistance possible to complete the fortifica- 
tions &at are to be erected in and about the city. 

ISRAEL PUTNAM, Major General. 



APFXirDIX. XYU 

(P) 

Hath not Heaven warned you what must ensue 

And Providence declared against you ; 

Hung forth its dire portents of war 

By signsjl and beacons in the air ; 

Alarmed old women all around. 

By fearful noises under ground. 

While earth for many dozen leagues 

Groaned with her dismal load of whigs ? 

Was there a meteor far or wide 

But mustered on the Tory side ! 

A star malign that has not bent 

Its aspects for the parliament, 

Forboding your defeat and misery, 

As once they warred against old Sisera? 

Was there a cloud that spread the skies 

But bore our armies of allies ? 

While dreadful hosts of fire stood forth 

Mid baleful glimm'rings from the North ; 

Which plainly shews which part they joined. 

For North^s the minister, ye mind, 

Whence oft your quibblers in gazettes 

On northern blasts have strained their wits ; 

And think ye not the clouds know how 

To make the pun as well as you 1 

Did there arise an apparition 

But grinned forth ruin to sedition ? 

1i Such stories of prodigies wece at that time industriously propagated 
by the torj party in various parts of New England, to terrify and in- 
dmidate the superstitious. 

C 



znu 



A death-watch but has joined our leagues 

And clicked destruction to the Whigs? 

Heard ye not when the wind was fair 

At nighty our or'tors in the air. 

That loud as admiralty libel 

Read awful chapters from the bible. 

And death and deviltry denounced 

And told you how you'd soon be trounced ? 

I see to join our conquering side 

Heaven earth and hell at once ally'd. 

M^Fingal— Lines 1274-1310. 



(G) 



Abstract from the return of the number of houses and 
inhabitants in the City of Philadelphia, Northern Liberties 
and the District of South wark, delivered to Lord Comwallis 
by persons appointed for that purpose soon after the British 
troops took possession of the City. 





Occupied 


Empty 




Dwellings. 


Dwellings. 


City, 


3,480 


388 


Northern Liberties, 


1,151 


135 


Southwarky 


764 


72 



5,895 590 

Total number of dwellmgs, 5,985. 





▲PPXNDIX. 






Occupied 


Empty 




Stores. 


Stores. 


City, 


116 


199 


Northern Liberties, -^ 


35 


South wark, 


— 


6 




116 


240 


Total number of Stores, 356. 






Males Males 


Females, 




under 18. over 18 






6i under 60. 


> 


City, 


3,411 3,359 


9,077 


Northern Liberties, 


1,254 1,034 


2,727 


Southwark, 


670 603 


1,599 




5,335 4,996 


13,403 


Total number of Males 






under 60, 


10,331 






Total, 



23,734 



Ein> OF VOLUHB I. 
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